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I actually managed to do
some fishing recently!

News, tips, advice, inspiration & so much more...

A

nglers are a generally hopeful
bunch – we have to be – and can
usually find some peace, solitude
and beauty in all seasons. But surely
spring is the best season? With increasing
daylight and warmth, fishing opportunities
suddenly sky-rocket and there is renewed
optimism for every winding stream, reedfringed lake and sandy beach. Everywhere
at this time of year is rejuvenated and
fresh, and that includes the fish. It’s an
incredible time to be beside the water, for
many reasons. Of course, there is so much
more to it that catching actual fish.
Having opened this magazine, chances
are you are either a fanatical angler or at
least have a deep interest in the aquatic
world. Fishing, angling, worm-dangling,
fluff-chucking, whatever you want to call
it, is such a powerful and unique pursuit.
To some it is a hobby, to others a sport
but a way of life for many. The cultural and
social value of angling is massive, on both
societal and personal levels, and, in many
ways, this issue celebrates that more than
usual.
We have a feature on a big tackle shop
open weekend, the first of its kind on the
island of Ireland, in Enniskillen. There’s an
interview with the organisers of the richest
and biggest C&R shark fishing tournament
this side of the Atlantic and a piece on
the SeaDeep project which aims to help
the public gather more data on sharks,
skates and rays to aid conservation. In
their own ways, these articles all highlight
the enormous and varied socio-economic
value of this wonderful pastime of
ours, from the retail sector to leading
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conservation efforts to educating and
inspiring the next generation.
Innovation and creativity in angling is
celebrated, too, with a fascinating insight
into the story of an Irish invention, the
Rodfendr; a clever on-the-rod rest which
offers a very simple solution to an ageold problem. Alan O’Shea’s story serves
as a reminder to us all that by combining
hard work with passion (and some good
fortune) you can pretty much achieve
anything, in time. This same outlook on
life has also seen the formation of a new
predator fishing club in the mid-West
(Connacht Predator Anglers, pg xx) and
also saw Sidney Kennedy and friends
venture to the Canary Islands after sea
monsters in a most unorthodox way (pg
xx).
No doubt, like you, I cannot possibly
imagine life without fishing. Even when
you can’t actually go - which is sadly all
too often for most of us - it’s still there,
rattling around your head, filling up your
newsfeeds and inboxes, fueling your
dreams, hopes and aspirations. Long may
it stay this way.
Enjoy this issue, enjoy your fishing and be
lucky,

offthescalemag
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@ off_the_scale_magazine

editor@offthescaleangling.ie

@ offthescale_mag
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The

lowdown

Want to share your news with us? Think we’ve missed
something that we should cover? Then hit us up on
Facebook, tweet us or email editor@offthescaleangling.ie
# lowdownOtS

The major angling & fish related news from the past few weeks

4 NEW IRISH RECORDS RATIFIED IN 2018
The latest annual report of the Irish
Specimen Fish Committee (ISFC)
was released recently. Four new Irish
record fish were ratified during 2018,
all marine species – golden grey
mullet (Noel Lane), thin lipped mullet
(Stephen O’Neill), tope (Stephen
Hanway) and black bream (Gordon
Thornes from Wales).

ANTI-PIKE BYE-LAW ANNULLED IN
THE HIGH COURT
On the 25th February 2019, the Designated
Salmonid Waters bye-law No. 264 (2018), dubbed
by many as the ‘anti-pike bye-law’, was annulled by
Justice Noonan in the High Court. The legislation
provided for the designation of Loughs Corrib,
Mask, Conn, Cullin, Carra, Arrow and Sheelin and
their tributaries to be managed primarily for
the benefit of salmonid species and introduced
a daily bag limit of 4 pike (of any size) in those
waters.
The bye-law was initially drafted by Seán Kyne, TD, who
previously had responsibility for inland fisheries and was
signed on October 25th by Richard Bruton, TD, the Minister for
Communications, Climate Action and Environment on behalf
of Seán Canney, TD, the Minister of State for Rural Affairs and
Natural Resources with responsibility for fisheries. Bye-law No.
264 completely and conveniently ignored not only the latest
genetic evidence that pike are in fact native to Irish waters
(Pedreshci et al., 2014) but also the recent pike diet research by
Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI) which concluded that pike do not
preferentially feed on brown trout in Irish lakes, as had been
vehemently maintained by pro-pike culling advocates.
In fact, not only was the recently annulled bye-law enacted
without the advice or any consultation with the statutory body
(IFI), but it was written in advance of both the pike diet study
(IFI, 2018) and the conclusion of a two-year long review process
by all stakeholders Pike angling is worth over €100m to the Irish
economy annually (NSAD, 2015) and there was no justifiable
scientific nor economic provisions for the drafting of bye-law
No. 264, nor was there any attempt to provide it at any stage.
The case supporting the bye-law was found to be indefensible
in the High Court and has been annulled.
The annulment of this legislation is largely as a result of an
extensive campaign instigated and maintained by the Irish
Pike Society (IPS) and Irish Federation of Pike Angling Clubs
(IFPAC), who raised significant funds via federations, clubs and,
importantly, many anglers to challenge the legislation in the
High Court in an unprecedented case. Speaking outside the
High Court, IPS Chairman Ian Forde said “Far from improving
salmonid stocks, the preponderance of available scientific
evidence clearly pointed to the conclusion that this bye-law
would have been hugely detrimental to salmonid stocks.”
Although clearly pleased with the outcome, Mr. Forde was keen
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to stress that “Whilst we welcome this decision, we are angered
that narrow-minded, self-serving local politics such as that
practiced by Minister Kyne, have led to a disgraceful waste of
time, expense and energy for so many people.”
“This is a good day for all anglers in Ireland”, Mr. Forde added.
“…not only for pike anglers but also for trout anglers and for the
visiting tourist anglers who spend close to €800m per annum in
our economy.”
With the withdrawal of this by-law, pike in all Irish waters
are now once again protected under the existing legislation
whereby an angler is legally allowed to take one pike per day
under a 50cm length limit. All pike greater than 50cm in length
must be released.

BASS REGULATIONS FOR 2019
With many anglers starting to target bass more
regularly at this time of year it is worth bearing in mind
the new bass fishing regulations for the 2019 season.
An angler can legally take one bass per day greater
than or equal to the minimum size of 42cm from the
1st April until the 31st October. Outside this period
(1st January to 31st March and 1st November to 31st
December 2019) only catch and release is allowed. This
is to protect spawning stocks.
These EU regulations apply to all of the UK and Irish
coastlines, ICES areas 4a, 4b, 6a and 7a-7k. These
regulations change on an almost annual basis is
response to the latest scientific advice and the lobbying
of various stakeholder groups.

The mullet species were both taken in
Cork (by local anglers) while the tope
was caught off Greystones, Co. Wicklow.
Kilmore in Co. Wexford was the venue
for the black bream which, although
caught way back in September 2008,
was only accepted as a record in 2018

following a string of other captures in
subsequent years. ISFC rules stipulate
that rarer fish such as black bream
must have a certain number of ‘claims’
submitted before a new species
category can be established. This
avoids one-off captures making it
into the record books.
It was particularly pleasing to see a raft
of length-based specimen categories
introduced for many species including
salmon (90cm), ballan wrasse (48cm),
twaite shad (46cm), conger eel (165cm)
and many of the rays. This will greatly
help the conservation of these species
as it is not necessary anymore to weigh

the fish in order to submit a claim to the
ISFC.
To download the report and for
more information on the work of the
committee since 1953 and how to ratify
or ‘claim’ a specimen sized fish please
tap the image above.

WORLD SILVER FOR TEAM IRELAND IN SOUTH AFRICA
The Irish Federation of Sea Anglers (IFSA) men’s
team recently won a silver medal at the World
Championships held in South Africa.
The fantastic result on the world stage was achieved
by the team of Aidan O’Halloran (Limerick, captain),
Albert Allen (Dublin), Joe Carley (Wexford), JP Molloy
(Waterford), Willie Weir (Antrim) and Richard Gormley
(Kerry). The team was led by Manager John O Brien and
Assistant Manager Sean Ivory. In 2010 the IFSA men’s
shore team also won gold in South Africa, where JP
Molloy and John O Brien were also part of the winning
team. This year, Spain took the gold medal with hosts
South Africa claiming bronze.

Catch &
release
JANUARY
FEBRUARY
MARCH
NOVEMBER
DECEMBER

The Irish Ladies team led by Belfast’s Jim Snoddy
consisted of Pat Shortt (captain), Wicklow, Rosaleene
Murphy, Dublin, Janet Snoddy and Lisa Gormley from
Belfast and Linda Manton Clare and Tracey Whelan
from Waterford. Although the girls fished well in tough
conditions they were unfortunately not amongst the
medals on this occasion, finishing in 9th place.
Below is the winning mens team. From L to R: Aiden
O’Halloran (Captain), Willie Weir, Joe Carley, Richard
Gormley, Albert Allen, Sean Ivory (Assistant Manager),
JP Molloy and John O Brien Manager.

1 fish per day
>42cm
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TACKLE GIANT FOX FOR SALE (AGAIN)

The

lowdown

One of Europe’s biggest privately owned fishing tackle
companies, Fox International Group Ltd., who specialise in carp
and predator tackle, is said to be for sale and the asking price
could be as much as £150m. It has been reported that private
equity firm Mayfair Equity Partners, current owner of the carp
fishing brand, has appointed banker, William Blair, to prepare the
company for sale.

# lowdownOtS

The major angling & fish related news from the past few weeks

IRISH ANGLERS TO BE ALLOWED TO TARGET BLUEFIN TUNA UNDER
NEW CONSERVATION TAGGING SCHEME
There was promising news recently for recreational sea
anglers and fisheries scientists alike (5th February 2019) as
Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine, Michael
Creed TD announced that he has secured approval at EU
and international level for the introduction of a sciencebased catch, tag and release fishery for bluefin tuna
(Thunnus thynnus) for recreational Irish anglers.
This scheme will complement the work on satellite tagging
of bluefin that is currently being undertaken by the Marine
Institute. The developments have been widely welcomed
within the angling community across the country.
Minister Creed said that “As part of the negotiations on
the new international management plan for bluefin tuna
in the east Atlantic, Ireland was able to secure agreement
that will allow countries like Ireland, that do not have a
commercial bluefin tuna quota, to operate a catch-tagrelease fishery for gathering scientific data.” This new
management plan was adopted at the 2018 International
Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas
(ICCAT) Annual Meeting, held back in November.

particular Donegal.”

waters for the 2016 to 2018 period.

A recent Canadian study (read here) found that their
bluefin tuna fishery could be up to six times more valuable
if fish are caught and released instead of being landed for
food consumption, given that it generates revenue for the
tackle trade, charter skippers, accommodation suppliers
and local economies in general. Angling skippers such
as the internationally renowned Adrian Molloy, based
in Donegal, who pioneered catch & release angling for
tuna in Irish waters, has long-maintained that Irish rural
communities would benefit hugely from development of
C&R bluefin fisheries whilst at the same time assisting
the scientific community on learning more about this
incredible fish.

Ireland commenced a new bluefin tagging programme in
2016 when 9 fish were tagged. This programme continued
in 2017 with North American partners (Stanford University
US and Acadia University NS, Canada) and a new
collaborator in Queens University, Belfast. This tagging
work, in conjunction with ICCAT, continued in 2018
when 24 fish were tagged with satellite tags and 4 with
accelerometer tags, to help map their distribution and
habitat use.

Off the back of this development, there is now even
greater hope in the UK – which, like Sweden or Denmark,
does also not hold a commercial bluefin quota - that a
similar pilot scheme will be introduced there, where it is
being mainly campaigned for by Bluefin Tuna UK group.
Steven Murphy, director of Bluefin Tuna UK, maintains
that there is “a tremendous opportunity here to harness
the return of tuna for not only significant economic
benefits, but also in setting a new benchmark for the
sustainable management of a recovering species.” Many
anglers out there agree with these sentiments.

Currently, despite their presence, in numbers, off our
southern, western and northern coasts, Ireland has no
commercial quota for bluefin tuna, even though other EU
Member States such as France, Spain and Italy do have
quotas for the species. This allows such nations (who
hold some 98% off all bluefin quotas) to target and land
bluefin, even from Irish waters. Previously, under ICCAT
rules, Ireland’s lack of commercial quota does not allow
the deliberate targeting of the species, even on a catch &
release (C&R) basis for angling – until now.
Recent data indicates that bluefin stocks have recovered
in recent years, following a near-total stock collapse in
the 1960s and 70s. In 2007, after decades of commercial
overfishing, ICCAT introduced much-reduced quotas and
increased enforcement to help stocks recover.
Minister Creed continued “My Department is currently
working with the Marine Institute and the Sea Fisheries
Protection Authority (SFPA) on a pilot project that will
allow up to 15 angling vessels with trained tagging
operators to target bluefin tuna in 2019. The aim of the
project is to build on work undertaken to date and to
increase our knowledge of the behaviour and abundance
of bluefin tuna in the waters off the Irish coast. It will also
provide an ancillary benefit in that it will support angling
tourism in peripheral coastal communities, including in
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The results from the bluefin satellite tags from the
Irish programme (2016 to 2018) are currently being
analysed by the Marine Institute and partners. Initial
indications show that tuna tagged off Donegal in October
could migrate into the mid-Atlantic, Bay of Biscay and
Mediterranean and return to the waters off Donegal Bay.

Minister Creed added “Our fishing industry has expressed
concerns about the increasing numbers of bluefin tuna
in the Irish 200 miles zone and this programme will allow
us to understand more about bluefin - their habitat,
migration patterns and concentration in waters around
Ireland.”
A bluefin caught by C&R angling.
Image credit: Steven Murphy

In the early 2000s, bluefin became more visible in the
waters around Ireland. Sightings subsequently abated as
the stock declined in the Atlantic. In 2014 they began to
reappear in large numbers as the stock recovered. There
are no scientific population estimates, but much anecdotal
information on increased sightings and interactions with
commercial fisheries. Similar reports of increased tuna
numbers are coming from UK, Norwegian and Danish

The exact details of the recreational angling-led pilot
tagging scheme will be developed over the coming period
in consultation with the Department of Communications,
Climate, Action and Environment (DCCAE),
which is responsible for angling.

This will be the third time in recent years that the company
has changed hands, having been initially bought by New Wave
partners in 2014 for an estimated £30m, before Mayfair Equity
Partners bought a majority stake in 2015. Prior to receiving
investment from Next Wave Partners, Fox was close to being
bought by American company Zebco. However, the deal
collapsed at the last minute, with Zebco going on to purchase
rival UK business Preston Innovations in 2014.
The company was established in an Essex workshop in 1964 by
Cliff Fox (now retired), who began making metal fish rulers at a
time when fish size limits were applied to all species on popular
River Thames competitions. The first ever ‘Fox’ branded product,
a metal baitdropper, was released in 1967. Fox Angling Supplies
became Fox International in 1982 and saw Mr. Fox file a patent
for the first adjustable-leg bedchair. The company launched
their first bite alarm, the Micron SX, in 1993 and for many
subsequent years ruled the bite alarm market. Fox were also the
first company to launch a bite alarm (Micron DXR) with a remote
receiver, in 1995.
They now supply well over 3000 individual products worldwide
and their portfolio now also includes the Fox Rage (predator
angling) and Matrix (match angling) subsidiaries.

NE ATLANTIC MACKEREL LOSES
SUSTAINABLE STATUS AGAIN
The Marine Stewardship
Council (MSC) has warned
people against purchasing
mackerel caught in the North
East Atlantic, which will no
longer bear its “blue label”
indicating that a fish has
come from a sustainable
source.
The body charged with
assessing the health of
wild fisheries said its
decision came after stocks
had crashed due in part to
fishing quotas that
exceeded the best
scientific advice.
The International
Council for the
Exploration of the Sea
(ICES) states that mackerel
populations have been in

free-fall since 2011, dropping
from a high of 4.79m tonnes
to 2.75m tonnes in 2019.
Council experts advised
that current catches must
be cut by over two thirds to
allow the stock to recover to
a sustainable level over the
next two years. Despite these
warnings, EU Member States,
including the Ireland and
the UK, have consistently set
quotas far higher than ICES
guidelines.
Mackerel’s MSC certification
has flipped back and forth
in recent years, previously
losing it in 2012 only to
regain it in 2018. Given
overfishing and climate
change, this chaotic trend
looks set to continue.
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2019 A4 wall calendar

*Price not including ROI & NI delivery

Showcasing life through an angler’s eyes
Our glossy A4 wall calendar (which opens to A3 size) contains 12 of our most
inspirational game, coarse and sea angling-related images, along with all the
important dates, holidays, moon phases and room to write in your fishy notes.
Proudly printed in Ireland using paper & inks from sustainable sources because,
you know, we care.
You will honestly struggle to find a better quality fishing calendar anywhere and
that makes this the perfect gift for the angler in your life! Not only will you be making
someone very happy but you’ll be supporting Ireland’s #1 angling magazine,
allowing us to keep getting better and better.

Payment processed by
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Peter Driver
Bill Brazier

Early season nymphing for wild trout
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Usually this is by way of rainfall and
high-water levels, turning your chosen
river into a temporary raging torrent the
colour of milky tea. The fish, of course,
survive but your chances of just a few
glorious hours on the riverbank don’t.
And so, the inevitable quandary for
the fly angler at this stage of the year is
what to do in the event of calamity? The
near half-year break is just too much to
take for some. Yet more weeks of not
going fishing is simply not an option.
Irish international and fly-tying
guru Peter Driver felt the very same and
just days after his local rivers opened
near his rural Kilkenny home, he was
keen to suit-up and do some early
season nymphing. Later in the year
we would have chosen the wonderful
River Nore but it rarely fishes this early
and was out of condition anyway after
recent heavy downpours. In fact, even
the smaller watercourses were far from
ideal; high, coloured, fast and cold but,
thankfully, dropping slowly. After a
hearty breakfast at Chez Driver, looking
off the first bridge, Peter declared
“It’ll be tough going today, but I know
a few spots to get us out of trouble”.
The aim of the day had shifted from
documenting the forecast idyllic spring
day by the waterside to detailing what
to do when conditions are very much
against you.
Despite the inaccurate forecast
– grey, cold and drizzly - the excitement
on his face was clear as the Piscari Fly
owner fought his way along overgrown
banks which had not seen a rod in
months. In fact, this water was new
even to Peter. Frogs hopped off the
paths, the birds sang for all their worth
in the budding trees and, hopefully,
some trout stirred. It almost felt like
proper spring. Almost.
His choice of tackle was
nothing complicated, being a 10ft #2
P2 nymphing rod coupled with an
automated Vivarelli reel holding a
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pring is a bittersweet time for all anglers, particularly the fan of wild
brown trout. The start of a new season sees the hours of darkness and
light approach parity, activity bursts from every corner of the landscape
and life, once again, seems resplendent. Many fishers are happily lulled
into a false sense of optimism by fresh growth and some sunlight,
anxious to return to their favourite spots after months away. But, as you
will empathise, Mother Nature often has other ideas, delivering a cruel
blow at the eleventh hour, putting paid to so many plans…

Peeking into his meticulously stocked boxes, the self-confessed
tying addict, who thinks nothing of spending 12 hours a day at the
vice, had many copies of just a few base patterns – hare’s ears,
pheasant tails, perdigons...
Doihuku level racing line. This set
up gave him the best compromise
of arm-reach to work his nymphs
effectively whilst being short enough
to cope with the close-quarters of a
small river. Like most competition
anglers, his nymphing leader was a
home-built 15ft affair, staggered in six
varying length sections from 0.43 to
0.2mm. The turn-over rate of custom
leaders like this can be made to be
aggressive or progressive, depending
on requirements. A short tippet of
0.10mm diameter (4lb) Lazer Shogun
completed the set up. Asking him
why mono and not fluorocarbon, he
replied “The whole fluoro thing is a
bit of a myth, at least for nymphing.
It’s thicker, slows down your nymphs
as they sink to the bottom, is more
brittle, has weaker knot strength and
is much less durable than mono.
For this style of fly fishing there are
almost no advantages.”
When the river is this fast,
he explained, you want your two
nymphs – dropper and point – to

Off the Scale magazine - Issue 27

15

get down to the bottom as quickly
as possible, where the fish are. To
achieve this Peter tied on 3mm
and 4mm heavy tungsten-beaded,
barbless caddis imitations. “I’m not
sure if the pattern matters all that
much for nymphing” he honestly
admitted. “A basic hare’s ear pattern
with some colour and a bead is
usually all you need.” Peeking into
his meticulously stocked boxes, the
self-confessed tying addict, who
thinks nothing of spending 12 hours
a day at the vice, had many copies
of just a few base patterns – hare’s
ears, pheasant tails, perdigons.
[Read Peter’s interesting thoughts on
modern fly tying trends on pg 68 of
this issue ]
We fought our way to the
downstream end of the stretch,
noting the most likely looking areas
on the way. “With the pace and
colour on today, location is even
more important than usual”
Peter clarified. “Given the time of
year and water temperature [barely
6°], the trout won’t be moving much
anyway. I imagine we’ll come across
little pockets of fish, all grouped
together. In the coming weeks and
months the fish will spread out
and you’ll be able to get fish almost
anywhere, but not yet”.
Targeting the slacker areas
just off the main flow, any small
eddies and pools, it didn’t take long
before Mr. Driver’s first trout of 2019
came splashing to the net. A lovely
dark-spotted, eight-inch fish, still
carrying its blue-purple, winter sheen
and with a striking white highlight
to its anal fin. Despite the promising
start, takes were hard to come by for
a while after. Searching every likely
bit of the section where the fish had
been tempted only resulted in many
snagged nymphs on the woody debris

left over from the winter floods, as
well as the boulders and overhanging
branches. Retying his third tippet
of the morning Peter smiled, “In all
seriousness, though, if you’re not
snagging up lots when nymphing
then you’re clearly not doing it right.
You must get down to the riverbed,
that’s where the fish are at this time
of the year. I can’t stress that enough.
Why do you think I have such a full
fly box with me?!” [Laughs]
Unlike the warmer months
when the trout are widespread and
in almost every likely looking lie,
early season often sees seemingly
perfect spots devoid of fish. This was
certainly the case today. Peter kept
on the move, kept searching, probing
the river and every now and then
came across a small pod of brownies,
most of which came splashing to the
net. Speaking more to any newbies to
the nymphing game, he advised that
“It’s not just the pools, the eddies,

If you’re not snagging up lots when nymphing then you’re clearly
not doing it right. You must get down to the riverbed, that’s where
the fish are at this time of the year. I can’t stress that enough. Why
do you think I have such a full fly box with me?!
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Net attached to my jacket via
magnetic clip and always on
hand to scoop out fish

10ft #2 nymphing rod which
gives best compromise of
length vs. user-friendliness
15ft homemade leader,
staggered from 0.43-0.20mm
tied to 0.10mm mono leader

Vivarelli automatic reel loaded
with #3 Doihoku Level Racing
line plus standard backing

Chest pack with everything I
need tackle-wise, including
fully-stocked fly boxes

Simms breathable waders &
wading jacket with thermal
layer underneath
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“It just goes to show how localised the trout are this early in the
season and how important it is to keep seeking out new spots. The
fish are not always going to be where you think they are.

the slacks that you’re looking for.
These should be obvious. It’s the
less obvious signs you also need
to notice, like where a submerged
boulder is creating a surface boil, or
where a crease is formed between
some structure. Think like a fish,
think underwater.” This watercraft
is the vital part of any angler’s
success, whatever they fish for and
wherever they fish. Although Peter
has learned a lot from other anglers
when fishing competitively in many
locations across Europe and North
America, it is lifelong experience
which has provided him with
the think-like-a-fish mentality,
in addition to his very curious
nature.
In some ways the
sub-optimal conditions made
locating fish less difficult. Of
the kilometre or so of channel

20

Mar - Apr 2019

we hop-scotched, there were perhaps
only a dozen prime areas to focus on.
Some produced trout, some didn’t
One cast resulted in two fish at
once! Shaking his head at the
failure to entice a single take from a
particularly great looking run, Peter
concluded “It just goes to show how
localised the trout are this early in
the season and how important it is to
keep seeking out new spots. The fish
are not always going to be where you
think they are.”
Although the days become
warmer at this time of the year, the
nights are often still cold, helping
to keep the water temperature
painfully low. “Not only are the trout
more localised but they’re also more
lethargic” he stated as another large
dark olive (LDO, for short) broke free
of its underwater sanctum. In fact,
we noticed more and more hatch as
the afternoon wore on. This would
usually suggest that the fish may
respond positively but they didn’t
seem to. “This happens a lot early
season on many rivers”, reckoned
Peter. “You can get a really good
hatch, like today, but the trout are
still not really ‘up for it’ like they
will be in a few weeks’ time, their
metabolisms are still often very
low due to the cold water,
maybe too low to go chasing
fly hatches.”
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This all tied in with the pattern of
takes throughout the day, which
often only seemed to come if Peter
happened to drop a nymph almost on
a fish’s nose.
Although catching well and
pretty regularly given the conditions,
his competitive streak shine through
and Peter was constantly trying
to catch more and catch faster.
Changing nymphs was a common
occurrence throughout the day, even
though, to the layman, the changes
appeared insignificant. “A tiny
colour variation might just make the
difference” he said as he flicked his
caddis mimics to the edge of some
very fast water below a small weir.
“As light levels and water clarity
change through the day the fish
might find it easier to pick up on, say,
a green or orange body instead of a
paler colour. Anyway, if you’re not
getting any takes then what do have
to lose by changing?”

Some heavy clouds brewed
as we moved to the last spot of the
day, a wooded section upstream of
a deep glide, flanked by blackthorn
and soon to be carpeted in bluebells.
The run undoubtedly held some fish
but was a little too deep to effectively
nymph, being more suited to the
dry dropper. Instead, a large pool
which seemed almost too fast to hold
anything was fished. “Remember that
the current on the surface is almost
always faster than the bottom. Even
white water can have calmer areas
where fish are holed up, especially
larger fish. Just another reason why
you need heavy nymphs and fine
tippets, to get down quick.”
Sure enough, he was right
again and he hooked and lost a nice
fish in the powerful flow. It looked
all of half a pound. Soon after the
final two beautifully marked fish of
the short session came to the net, one
after the other. As the rain rolled in

It was apparent that Peter, like the
majority of fly anglers, cared little for
the size of the trout he was catching.
“Unless I’m in a competition
scenario, where 8” fish rule, I
couldn’t care less about the size!” he
openly acknowledged. “For me it’s
much more about the challenge, how
I caught the fish, where I caught the
fish, why I caught the fish. That’s
what gives me the buzz, always.”
His first trip of the year had certainly
been enjoyable, with Peter making
the acquaintance of fifteen or so wild
trout. Drawing on his knowledge
he was able to make the best of a
potentially bad situation and, finally,
after a long winter spent tying flies,
blow off those cobwebs. Spring had
finally arrived.

“It just goes to show how localised the trout are this early in the
season and how important it is to keep seeking out new spots. The
fish are not always going to be where you think they are.

24

Mar - Apr 2019

Off the Scale magazine - Issue 27

25

FEATURE

2

Open weekend 2019
An ambitious and highly successful angling event in Enniskillen may
just have kick-started a new trend in Irish tackle shops...

Located smack bang in the middle
of the Fermanagh lakelands,
Fishing Tackle & Bait is a true
success story, having grown to
be one of the most successful
tackle shops in Ireland, north or
south of the border. Although the
Enniskillen shop is well established
and has been run by several
different parties since 1999, it is
under David Burleigh’s ownership
that the outlet has truly blossomed.
Taking control from Mark
Theedom and Jack Tisdall at the
age of just 21 some eight years ago,
the store has undergone significant
expansion in terms of both staff
and online presence. It now sits,
unquestionably, near the very
pinnacle of Irish tackle providers,
supplying almost 50 countries
worldwide.

Fresh ideas
However, never one to rest of
their laurels, the team were
keen to explore other avenues to
attract not only more business
but more interest to the area and

1

26

provide customers with something
different, something fresh. Cue the
concept for an open weekend. “The
idea was that we wanted to bring
something new to the Irish fishing
scene” reflected owner David,
“with the possibility of bringing
a lot of the big names in Irish
angling together and offering some
top deals to our customers over
the weekend as well”. In addition
to attending the big expo-style
shows, an increasing number of
English, Welsh and Scottish shops
are beginning to host various
open weekends and events but, as
Dave rightly pointed out “it’s been
something that retailers over here
haven’t really done before”.
Trying anything new and
untested in life takes a real leap
of faith, least of all in retail. As
you can imagine, the chance for
things to go wrong is high when
organising an event such as this
and the level of detailed planning
required is substantial. Obviously,
the guys at Fishing Tackle & Bait
wanted this to go well for all
involved – customers, consultants,

1
The queues out the door on
both mornings spoke volumes.
2
Anglers flooded the shop to
meet some of the pros and
grab some bargains. It was
genuinely hard to move around
at times over the weekend!

local stakeholders and the Irish
scene in general – but everyone
was uncertain at how this idea
would pan out.

Great support
The queue of punters lined up
outside the shop on a very dreary,
rainy Friday morning seemed to
provide the answer. The excitement
from both customers and
consultants alike was tangible as
anglers flooded the newly laid-out
shop, keen to see whether an open
weekend like this could work in the
Irish marketplace.

“everyone was uncertain at how this idea would
pan out. The queue of punters lined up outside
the shop on a very dreary, rainy Friday morning
seemed to provide the answer”
Mar - Apr 2019
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All the bases were truly
covered, with reps and sponsored
anglers from over 30 leading
companies across game and coarse
disciplines in attendance. Not only
were numerous high-profile British
anglers on hand to offer expert
advice and inspiration – such as
Andy Buckley, Gary Palmer, Adam
Rooney and Tony Curd – but so too
were the cream of Irish angling,
with the likes of Cathal Hughes,
Phil Jackson, Gerard Smyth and
Tom ‘Doc’ Sullivan, to name but a
few, there to meet and greet over
two full days.
For everyday anglers to be
able to stand, chat and share a cup
of tea with the pros whilst talking
tactics or gear is something pretty
novel on the island of Ireland.
There are always exceptions but it
was especially great to see people
get together who would otherwise

never meet on the bank or boat.
The general feeling and buzz
throughout the whole weekend
was that fishing is a friendly and
welcoming arena.

3&4

Unique experience

From new gear to bargains to
goody bags, the weekend was
well planned out and executed
and the atmosphere was very
much positive on both days.

Of course, as you might expect, a
big part of the event was the many
special offers, with up to 15% off
almost everything in store (and
online) over the weekend. Couple
bargains with a showcase of some
of the newest tackle out there and
you really do get a pretty awesome
fishing experience. The giving away
of a free tackle goody bag worth
over £30 to the first 100 customers
each morning was a nice touch
and the beaming smiles on faces as
they went out the door suggested it
was greatly received.

A very proud Dave Burleigh
outside his shop after a very
successful weekend.

5
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“The idea was that we wanted
to bring something new to the
Irish fishing scene... it’s been
something that retailers over
here haven’t really done before”
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10

Across the busy Sligo
Road, on which the shop sits,
the large car park housed not
only safe (and free) parking for
customers but also ‘pole alley’,
a large marquee loaded with an
eye-watering assortment of the
very best carbon money can buy.
Purchasing poles, or indeed any
sort of fishing rod, is a big thing for
most anglers and a common issue
many Irish consumers have is not
being able to try before they buy.
Having a large outdoor showroom
tried to address this and, despite
the bitter, blustery March weather,
went down very well. “Never before
have Irish anglers been given the
opportunity to compare and handle
various products while getting first
hand consultant advice” explained
Irish luminary match angler Cathal
Hughes.
The shop lies opposite
the River Erne and this allowed
attendees the unique experience of

11

being able to not only test various
products in a real-life scenario
but also to get demonstrations
from the very people who helped
design them. If an angler wanted
to load a new fly rod, see a lure
in action or play around with the
latest advancements in fish finder
technology on board an actual
boat, such as that brought along by
the towering pike guide that is Eric
Doogan, then they could.
As stressed earlier, this
intimate, ‘down the local shop’
experience has never really been
available to the Irish or Northern
Irish angler before, at least not on
this scale. As well as catering for
the large border counties angling
community, it was great to see that
many anglers young and old had
travelled considerable distances
to embrace the event, with several
from as far afield as Dublin, 2½
hours away.

10
There were lots of full baskets
and happy customers!
11 - 14
Just some of the many
consultants Cathal Hughes
(11), Stephen McGarvey &
Andrew Gault (12), Eric Doogan
(13) and Tom Doc & Jim
Williams (14) doing their thing
and helping anglers, young
and old.

12
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14
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15

17

20

15 - 20
Fishing Tackle & Bait tried to
cater for every type of angler
over the weekend and, it has to
be said, did a pretty great job!

16
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What the pro’s thought
Rep’s and consultants from some 30 companies attended the open
weekend. Here’s how some of them found the event...
Andrew Gault, Westin
“I feel events like this are a brilliant opportunity to bring all anglers together, from the novices
to the pros. We all get the opportunity to share stories, tips and to put names to faces. Being
a sponsored angler, it is really nice to give something back to the sport. On the Saturday I can
remember seeing a lot of younger anglers at the open day. One young lad in particular was on
his own, waiting patiently in the rain outside the shop before the doors opened. It’s fantastic
to see this level of interest as they will be the ones to keep this sport alive. Bring on next year!”

Paul McBride, Mainline Baits
“Both Mick Killen & I were well impressed how David got so many consultants to
participate. I can’t believe how popular pike fishing is in Ireland now, I’m taken aback to
be honest at the numbers over the weekend. It was great to be involved and give some
support, advice, tips to others on the carp side of things. The best thing was to see two
angling coaches giving their support. Without kids coming into angling things in Ireland
are not looking good unlike other countries who have been involving kids for long time.”

Gerard Smyth, Shimano
“What can I say about the open weekend? It was nice to be part of something
new and fresh for not only the Fermanagh area but also Ireland in general. It
was an up-close and personal weekend with a great atmosphere, something
unique that Irish angling has been crying out for, for a long time now. It
was great to see the kids get involved as well as they are the future guides,
consultants and shop owners. Brilliant, well done to Dave and his team!”

Stephen McGarvey, Strike Pro
“The weekend was a fantastic couple of days! The shop looked top notch and very well stocked as always. All
consultants were very well looked after by the shop staff who were very helpful’ highlight for me was meeting
other top anglers and comparing notes on tackle, venues and of course all the different methods also meeting
angling friends from all over who you only see once or twice a year. Judging by the amount of junior anglers
turned up I personally think Irish angling is only going to get better as well as fish handling skills due to top
anglers an veterans of this great sport helping out at clubs’ social media’ an these tackle shows around Ireland.”

Robbie Northman, Savage Gear
“The Fishing Tackle & Bait open weekend is a great event for Ireland. The shop boasts an
amazing range of products in many styles of angling. The turnout of representatives from
various brands was hugely impressive and offered a great opportunity to have a chat
and pick up a few new tricks. Set right on the Erne system, it was great to see casting
tuition and junior coaching. I even managed to nip out for a fish myself! I hope the open
weekend continues to grow and I will be looking forward to returning to the next one.”

Tom ‘Doc’ Sullivan, fly fishing coach & guide
“It was great to be a part of Fishing Tackle and Bait’s open weekend, which was a huge success and might I add, a thoroughly enjoyable
couple of days! Events like this get anglers back to their fishing tackle store at a time when the internet is making big inroads on how
we shop and that’s not just in the tackle trade. It was evident over the weekend that anglers enjoy a hands-on approach to getting
kitted out, they want to see and hold the items of tackle, they want to talk about, appraise and compare them, both with their buddies
and the consultants, it makes a change from just clicking ‘return’. For my part, it was great to be able to meet with anglers and discuss
with them tackle options, problems and any other advice they needed in a great atmosphere. Well done to David and his team.”

Phil Jackson, Daiwa
Cathal Hughes, Daiwa
“When I was invited to attend the open day on behalf of Daiwa UK, I thought that it was a brilliant forward-thinking idea from Fishing Tackle and Bait.
Yes, events such as this have been run in the UK, but this was the first tackle shop open weekend in Ireland. Never before have Irish anglers been given
the opportunity to compare and handle various products while getting first hand consultant advice. Initially I was apprehensive that the day wouldn’t
get the support it warranted, but the queues outside the shop on Friday morning quashed any early doubts. Although the weather wasn’t as favourable
as one would have liked, it was refreshing to see the number of children that attended the river side coaching clinic run by Philip Jackson and Geoff
Quinn. I believe and hope the event will become an annual fixture which is great news for anglers of all disciplines and I’m looking forward to it already.”

Chris Simpson, Leeda
“Angling events in recent years both in the UK and Ireland have sadly
become less an event and more much like a car boot sale with old tackle
been flushed through bargain bins! Fishing Tackle & Bait’s open weekend,
however, is a breath of fresh air with some many consultants on-hand to
help give advice on the latest tackle or to just share angling stories with. As
a consumer this weekend now stands as the must go to show in Ireland.”
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“A brilliant, friendly event, covering all the angling disciplines,
which gave Irish anglers the chance to rub shoulders and pick
the brains of some the brands’ top stars! On a personal note
I’d like to thank Richard Turner of DAERA and Dave for having
myself and Geoff Quinn on the river on the Saturday introducing
some of the local kids to angling, more of the same please!”

Eric Doogan, Quantum
“As a whole I thought the weekend was a fantastic success. We have nothing like it in Ireland and the
shop was buzzing all weekend. It was a great privilege to be asked to attend to represent Quantum UK.
It was brilliant to speak to like-minded anglers over the weekend and put faces to names. The inclusion
of a kid’s teach-in was brilliant. My wife’s nephew was coached by Phil and Geoff and he caught a roach
that as far as he was concerned, was gold-plated. He couldn’t wait to get home and tell everyone about
it! All in all, it was a great weekend and let’s hope we can do the same next year with even more support.
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Highlight of the weekend
Speaking of young anglers, almost
everyone agreed that the highlight
of the weekend was without doubt
the coaching of youths, led by
Daiwa’s Phil Jackson and Sensas’
Geoff Quinn with the help of
Richard Turner of NI’s Department
of Agriculture, Environment and
Rural Affairs (DAERA). Although
the often-dismal spring weather
put paid to this much of the time
(especially on Friday), it was heartwarming to see kids, both boys and
girls, get to try their hand at fishing
for roach, perch and skimmer
bream. Many had never cast a rod
before let along caught a fish and
the memories and slimy hands
they left with will hopefully stay
with them forever.

A success

enthusiastic staff. “I’m just glad
with the number of people we had
attend over the weekend and of
course the brands who signed up
to the event, not knowing what
would happen” concluded the
boss on Saturday evening. “We are
truly grateful to each and every
customer and company for their
support!”
As a whole, Irish angling
has its downsides, sure - and many
critics - but initiatives such as
this open weekend have brought
a freshness and more positivity
to the angling scene here. The
potential for such an event is clear
for all to see and the Fishing Tackle
& Bait open weekend can only get
bigger and better as time goes on.
In fact, planning for the 2020 event
has already begun in earnest. We
can’t wait.

15
Phil Jackson coaching young
angler and cover star Maciej
‘Magic’ Bober, who landed a
lovely hybrid after sitting in the
cold for two hours. Well done,
young man!

16

17

16-18
All agreed that the highlight
of a great weekend was the
coaching of young anglers by
Phil Jackson & Geoff Quinn in
association with Daiwa, Sensas
and Richard Turner of DAERA. It
was truly heart-warming to see.
19
Just some of the hard working
staff at FTB who made this
first open weekend happen.
Left to right: Paul Smith, Harry
Whitehead, David Burleigh,
Kenny Balfour and Simon
Huthwaite.

18

All in all, no one can say that
the event wasn’t a resounding
success and this is just reward
for all the planning, preparation
and positivity on behalf of Dave
Burleigh and his hard working,

15

19
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RODFENDR
An Irish angling innovation

PRODUCT FEATURE

G

enuine advances in fishing tackle are naturally becoming less
common. In many areas of manufacturing, the phrase ‘reinventing
the wheel’ springs to mind, very much variations on a wellunderstood theme. Sometimes, though, an idea comes along that
is truly pioneering. A product that, when you see it for the first
time, makes you question ‘now, why didn’t I think of that? ’. This can certainly be
said of the Rodfendr, a new, inventive, yet simple concept in rod support and
protection.
Whilst the majority of us might recognise a design flaw with a certain
product, very few are able to translate that into a real-world answer. In
truth, many people the world over are happy with makeshift solutions – and
that’s fine – but not Alan O’Shea. The Tralee native is the archetypal, modern
innovator and owner of the Alvention company. He clearly sees things others
don’t and, more importantly, is willing to see those realisations through to the
end. His latest creation is a classic example.

Alan O’Shea

Off the Scale

BELOW
Tralee’s own Alan O’Shea on his
beloved Fenit Pier, where the
idea for the Rodfendr was first
conceived

Mother of all invention...
Having fished for much of his life from
the very popular Fenit Pier, leaning a rod
against the walls or railings when waiting
for a bite was a non-brainer. Alternatively,
a tripod could be used, propped up against
the pier itself. Classic shore fishing stuff.
“The original idea for an on-the-rod rest”, Alan
reflected, “was more to make fishing with
my kids less stressful, than anything else!
[Laughs] A few years back their attention
spans, like many youngsters, weren’t great and
I found myself constantly worrying about their
rods scraping, scratching and possibly breaking
against the pier wall whenever they’d leave
them lying around between bites. I’d had my
own rods blow over in the wind so many times
it was untrue, even on a tripod. There were a
few tip snappages... Anyone who’s fished Fenit
will know how ‘blowy’ it usually is out there
and countless other marks are the same. I just
knew there had to be something I could make
that would solve this. Wet bait towels just
didn’t cut it – they blew away too!”

“I just knew there had to be something I could make that would
solve this. Wet bait towels just didn’t cut it – they blew away too!”
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“After some thinking, I realised that a
device attached to the rod itself was the way
to go. There was nothing out there remotely
like this – I looked – but I came up with a very
rudimentary solution involving some conduit
pipe and rubber” Alan chuckled. “It worked –
sort of! – but not very well. It slipped on the
rod, wouldn’t stay in position, wasn’t very line
friendly and inhibited casting a lot. Basically,
almost all of the things I wanted it to do, it
failed at! [Laughs] But, it did remove the need
for a tripod or cloth and did stop the rod blank
getting damaged and sliding about so much. I
knew I was onto something.”

“The Rodfendr could be moulded from plastic in China or India,
in the normal way, yes, but structurally it would be far, far
weaker and just wouldn’t stand up to any sort of abuse”

The future is 3D
It was in March 2017 that he first came
up with the idea that now resembles the
finished Rodfendr. “I actually had use of a 3D
printer in the office at the time and was forever
playing about with different designs for various
products, mostly for the plumbing industry,
which is the family business. Naturally enough
I tried my hand at making a rod support but
it left a lot to be desired. I was limited by the
materials I had the cost of it and, of course,
my own experience of manufacturing 3D
products.”
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A chance encounter in early 2017
saw Alan befriend Tralee-based 3D printing
company Wazp and it was then that things
really gained momentum. “I had formulated
a design that I knew would do what I wanted
and the team at Wazp allowed that to become
a reality. It took a lot of time though, figuring
out the various design elements, materials,
components. I think we went through nine
different versions of the Rodfendr before
arriving at the final prototype, in November
that year” he recalled.

ABOVE & TOP RIGHT
The Rodfendr simply attaches to
your rod via a tough rubber band,
giving it flexibility and a truly
universal fit
VIDEO
“So, how strong is the Rodfendr?”
we asked. We soon got our
answer!
BOTTOM LEFT & RIGHT
Your mainline runs through the
length of the product thanks to a
slit, offering protection from any
surface

		
For the uninitiated,
the benefits of 3D printing are huge
compared to traditional manufacturing
methods. “Obviously, in comparison, the
speed of turnaround is rapid with 3D printers”,
explained Alan on a typically blustery Fenit
pier. “But also, the way the product is made is
far stronger than anything that can come out
of a mould. The Rodfendr could be moulded
from plastic in China or India in the normal
way, yes, but structurally it would be far, far
weaker and just wouldn’t stand up to any sort
of abuse.” From the outset, Alan said he
wanted to do this properly and using the
latest printing technology fitted in with his
philosophy perfectly. “3D printers construct
an object using layers of resin, which can be
cross-laid almost like a mesh, so the final
product is incredibly robust.”
Because of how it’s made, the
Rodfendr is unbelievably strong for its size
and thickness (check out the video!) and,
not being made of cheap moulded plastic,
it is nowhere near as brittle either. “We’ve
made sure to use a special resin that has a
very high thermal tolerance, from -50° to
+90°C, so it won’t react to extreme cold or
heat. Obviously, this will make the product
even more durable” Alan proudly told us.
The Rodfendr simply attaches to
your rod by way of a weather-resistant
rubber band. There is a slit along one side
which your mono or braided mainline fits
through, allowing it to run freely through
the rod rings as normal. It doesn’t hinder
bite detection nor does it significantly
impede casting. “Yeah, a few customers have
been worried about how it might affect casting
distance” assured Alan, “but the Rodfendr is
mostly designed for pier and rock mark use,
where you’re not usually going to be casting
very far anyway. If you are worried about
losing a few yards off your cast then all you
have to do is simply turn the product to the

Rodfendr vs. a car! Who wins?
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other side of the rod blank, out of the way of
the line, as you are casting out.”
In practice though, even if you
keep the line running through the device
on the cast, it doesn’t appear to have any
real impact at all on short to medium range
casting. Of course, if you are paranoid
about it for any reason – and you’ve no real
reason to be - removing the Rodfendr for
casting is simply done by uncoupling the
rubber band. It takes literally seconds. For
those wondering, the product is superlightweight, tipping the scales to a mere 9g
grams. You will hardly notice it is on your
rod at all.

“We listened to what anglers wanted and we made some
improvements... Once the new magnetic Rodfendr attaches to
your vehicle it isn’t going anywhere until you take it off”

attaches to your vehicle it isn’t going anywhere
until you take it off. It is more than capable
of supporting a full-length rod, horizontally,
at one end. Because it doesn’t move or slide
you’re not going to damage the paintwork
either. The dense foam obviously helps here,
too”. This is great example of implementing
a simple modification with no impact to
functionality.

Evolution of an idea
As with any good company, and any good
product, Alvention are keen to listen to
users and make modifications as necessary
to improve the Rodfendr. They recently
attended the 2019 Irish Angling Expo in
Swords and a lot of the feedback, especially
from fly anglers, was to include some
sort of magnet so it could also be used to
support rods against the side of vehicles,
where a lot of anglers tackle up and down.
“We listened to what anglers wanted and
we made some improvements” stated Alan.
“There are magnetic rod holding devices on
the market for fly and lure anglers, little more
than a bit of foam with a cheap disc magnet

on the underside. We tested all of these and
found that they were not very strong at all and
often slipped on the surface of a car or van.
Some even scratched the paintwork because
of this and overall they just don’t offer a proper
solution to the problem they are supposed to
fix”.
So, the Rodfendr mark II, called
the ‘Rodfendr Pro’, with two incorporated
magnets was born and is now available for
pre-order. Alan explained that “These are
rare earth magnets, which are far superior in
strength compared to bog standard ones. This
means that for a slight increase in production
cost, once the new magnetic Rodfendr

In the pipeline...

LEFT
After listening to angler’s
feedback, the Rodfendr Pro
now features two super-strong
magnets which can actually
suspend your rod from the side of
your vehicle, making tackling up
that bit easier
ABOVE
The mark III Rodfendr will
incorporate a neat design feature
allowing it to fit to any rod, even
ultra-thin ones

So, what does the future hold for Rodfendr?
It all seems genuinely positive. “We are
a young start-up company with limited
resources but, as the word spreads in the
angling world, we are getting more and more
tackle shops on board all the time, which is
fantastic” beamed Alan. “As time goes on
there are more reviews, more users, more
feedback – this is vital for us moving forward”.
Rodfendr has already progressed to a
second version, and soon Alan hopes there
will be a third incarnation which allows an
even more universal fit, allowing thinner,
lighter rods to use the product as well. “The
original design was mainly for heavy shore
fishing and boat rods but we see the need
for a rod support device for light spinning and
fly rods also. Soon we hope to make another
very small modification which will allow the
Rodfendr to have a more universal fit on any
rod, big or small.”

After much paperwork and
considerable financial outlay, Rodfendr is
currently a patent pending product, not
surprising given its uniqueness in the
angling world – there really is nothing
else like it out there (hence the patent).
Even though he has gone to great lengths
to protect his idea, Alan is certainly not
adverse to collaborating with larger
companies to help get the product to more
customers.

Conclusions
So, ultimately, will the Rodfendr catch you
more fish or make you a better angler?
Maybe not but it will allow you to fish in
places and weather conditions that you
otherwise can’t.
This is a useful, innovative product,
conceived by anglers, for anglers, designed
and produced in Ireland using quality
materials that are genuinely built to last.
What’s not to like? Alan O’Shea is one of
those people who sees things others don’t.
A real go-getter, a thinker, a doer. Hopefully
the angling world continues to embrace
people like him.

ABOVE
With a Rodfendr on your rod
literally anything becomes a safe
and secure rod rest and you can
rest easy knowing that your blank
isn’t going to get damaged or
scratched

The Rodfendr is now available in selected Irish tackle
shops as well as online (hit the link on the right). Price
is €14.50 per product or €26.50 for a double pack. The
Rodfendr Pro (magnetic version) is currently on preorder (€15.50) through the Rodfendr.com website.
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Proudly stocking a wide range of Headbanger
and Zman lures, plus the full NEW range of Aphex
rods from Tronix - shop in-store or online
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Unit D, Southgate, Cork St., Dublin 8

www.southsideangling.ie
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SERIES ON ENGLISH FISHING

DERMOT OGLE

The biggest fish of all
46

Mar - Apr 2019

Off the Scale magazine - Issue 27

47

Since relocating from the Emerald Isle to the English midlands
several years ago, top predator angler and lure fishing fanatic
Dermot Ogle has embraced many new experiences and venues.
In this series, he has showcased the best of his English fishing
and in this final instalment he details how he has caught perch
beyond most Irish angler’s dreams...

T

HE GREAT DICK WALKER
famously described perch
as the “biggest fish of all”,
in reference to the rarity of a large
perch, which look particularly
impressive and out-sized. We’re all
fairly accustomed to these tenacious
and at times pestilent little blighters,
but you’d struggle not to admire
them. A nice delicate presentation
and a slow ‘figure of eight’ retrieve
on a #6 fly rod and your heart skips a
beat when your line tightens and you
feel the ‘jag-jag’ of a nice fish on the
end of your line… only for it to turn
out to be a hand-sized perch - oh,
the disappointment! The quiver tip
swings around, the alarm screams or
the float dips with the most positive
of positive bites only for your bream
or tench to have stripes and spikes.

And let’s not mention the sheer hookswallowing greed of small stripeys.
‘Bloody pest! ’, you may think.
Curse them though we
sometimes might, they’ve saved
many a blank and in their own right
they’re the most noble of fish. Be you
a predator, coarse or game angler,
we’ve all caught them but just how
many of us appreciate the perch for
what they really are? They are a truly
a versatile and adaptable fish and,
with the right kit and tackle, a very
challenging species.
LILLIPUTIAN PERCH
I think it’s fair to say that in Ireland
there’s certainly no shortage of
perch in general. Pretty much every
body of water throughout the island
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has at least some stock of native
perch. However, for seemingly some
inexplicable reason, Irish perch
seldom attain anything close to
their maximum potential in size.
This might be down to a number
of reasons water clarity or quality,
their sheer numbers and abundance,
available food sources or the lack of
prey items commonly found across
England such as signal crayfish,
ruffe and bleak. I can’t honestly say
I know enough about it to make a
more informed comment, but the fact
remains that Ireland just can’t seem
to match, in any way, the quality
of perch fishing that’s seemingly
available throughout Europe. Sure,
Ireland can do numbers but it just
can’t do size.
I have noticed with some
interest the growing number of
specialised perch and predator
anglers in Ireland in more recent
years and I genuinely have the utmost
respect for these guys. I’m seeing
more and more ‘proper perch’ caught
by design and using specialised
perch tech and tactics, although,
given that most waters in Ireland are

public free-for-alls, there’s an obvious
reluctance to publicise them.
Rightly or wrongly it
does appear that Ireland is the
land of Lilliput for perch and to
tempt something bigger it seems
a dedicated specimen hunter may
need to look further afield. Now,
without trying to sound like that
pain-in-the-arse bloke that always
has bigger and better than you, or
that condescending, flash-git attitude
of ‘back home everything is bigger’,
the basic facts speak for themselves;
England is enjoying somewhat of a
perch bonanza at the moment. The
dark days of the ‘perch plague’ back
in the 70’s - when perch all over the
nation perished for no apparent
reason - are long forgotten and
English anglers are enjoying some
of the best perch fishing ever, right
across the country.
These aren’t just
isolated pockets of outsized perch either;
from canals,
rivers, gravel-pits,
reservoirs, ponds
and estate lakes

1. No one can deny that Ireland
is stuffed with perch but trying
to find a bigger fish is often
fruitless... Perhaps Irish anglers
should look further afield for
their monster stripeys?

the length and breadth of England,
perch are packing on the pounds and
anglers are now keener than ever
to capitalise on this. If you check
out the weekly angling publications
or social media accounts it’s 4lb
perch here, 5lb perch there. These
are truly the fish of many lifetimes
in Ireland but, to be frank, English
anglers are getting a
bit complacent
and beginning
to take large
perch for
granted.

2. Any where better to start than
the large English reservoirs.
Places like Pitsford, Rutland,
Grafham, they all hold really big
perch.
3. This 4lb+ English perch was
once the stuff of my dreams
but, incredibly, fish of this size
are very much a realistic target
these days. We’ve never had it
so good!

3

It does appear that Ireland is the land of Lilliput for perch and to
tempt something bigger it seems a dedicated specimen hunter
may need to look further afield... It really is the golden age of
big English perch and it’s happening NOW!
1
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They seem to be everywhere
nowadays! Three-pound plus perch
will often get slipped back without so
much as a photo, with only a casual
‘guestimate’ of its size. It really is the
golden age of big English perch and
it’s happening NOW!
Clearly, it’s not just down
to modern tackle or our greater
understanding of the species that’s
shining a light on these bumper
‘sergeants’. English perch really
are on a major growth spurt, but
technological developments are
making it far easier to specifically
target perch, and especially bigger
ones. High-tech innovations in
rod blanks, low-diameter braided
lines, ultra-finesse soft plastic
lures & weights, advanced sonar
and scanning technology and our
seemingly far greater knowledge of
the species in general has, of course,
allowed us to specifically and more
selectively target big perch. However,
these are advances that are available
to each nation - Ireland included.
Perhaps English perch have simply
gorged themselves fat on the invasive
signal crayfish or maybe it’s all just
a matter of genetics? Whatever the
reason, they just keep getting bigger!

STARTING POINT
Like most ardent predator anglers,
the dedicated specimen perch hunter
holds their cards fairly close to their
chest when it comes to successful
venues and methods. However, they
have tipped their hands enough to
at least give the rest of us a good
starting point. Venues like Pitsford
and Grafham Water are no secrets
in the perch world and the famous
Chew Valley reservoir, of course,
just seems to grow everything bigger
than almost anywhere else – there’s
certainly no shortage of large
perch in Chew. Other waters such
as Blithfield, Rutland, Eyebrook,
Foremark and Farmoor reservoirs
all hold very good stocks of quality
perch, so perhaps you can deduce
from that list that the various
managed reservoirs are a good
starting point. Indeed, you’d probably
struggle to find a reservoir in England
that doesn’t actually hold big perch.
When it comes to river perch, the list
is so extensive that I’m not going to
even try to list them. Needless to say,
if there’s life, there’s perch!

PERCH PARADISE
4. A brace of 3lb+ lure-caught
perch,again from a large
Midlands reservoir. These
venues are great but there are
big perch all over the UK...
5. I can’t say they are really
my cup of tea but the sheer
amount of commercial fisheries
across the UK which contain
truly gigantic stripeys is hard to
ignore, at least in the winter!
6. The modern lure scene is a
thriving, if not a little baffling,
scene. Even back home in
Ireland this new style of Ned
and Cheburashka rigs are being
embraced, with lots of success.

5

One interesting phenomenon that
differs greatly between Ireland and
England is the sheer number of
commercial fisheries. In these manmade, often murky ‘puddles’ where
pike don’t generally exist, the perch
rule the roost and they thrive while
preying upon the literally thousands
of small, stunted silver fish that
swim in these waters. These perch
are a sucker for a small dead-bait,
lob worm or prawn fished over a bed
of chopped worm and maggot and,
without the danger of encountering
any pike, anglers can minimise and
refine their tackle to really target
the resident ‘stripeys’. Invariably
these are day ticket waters where
no pre-booking is needed; you just
turn up, pay in the cabin or just start
fishing and someone will be around
to collect £5 or so for the day. Winter
is by far the best time of year to target
commercial perch as the ‘nuisance
species’ such as carp and bream are a
little less active and you’ll often have
the venue to yourself. I’d watch the

6

..there’s simply no denying their potential for
perch fishing. The dedicated canal angler
is one who has really embraced the new in
vogue street fishing scene...
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weather though, as a few hard night’s
frost will see an icy lid between you
and your quarry.
THE JOY OF CANALS
Without doubt I can honestly say
that my least favourite type of venue
to fish is a canal and I can’t see my
opinion on that changing any time
soon! I’m certain that I’ve lost far
more kit to shopping trollies, traffic
cones and old tyres on canals than
any other type of venue. Saying
that, there’s simply no denying
their potential for perch fishing.
The dedicated canal angler is one
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who has really embraced the new
in vogue street fishing scene. Drop
-shot this, Cheb’ rig, Neko, Texas,
Carolina, Senko, Craw, TRD and
exactly who is ‘Ned’ anyway?! This
younger generation of anglers have
invented a whole new language
around targeting perch but despite
all the potential confusion around
these different styles of fishing soft
plastic baits, they’ve sort of opened
the door to really make perch fishing
an art form. The use of ultra-refined
techniques have comfortably found
their way onto the still waters and
rivers, and why not, they’re ideal for
targeting big perch. Terms like ‘wasp
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fishing’ (catching lots of small perch)
was born out of the UK canal perch
scene but to a guy who knows what
he’s doing there’s some really bumper
perch to be caught out of many
hundreds of miles of UK canals. For
me though, having been reared on
wild Irish loughs and rivers, life’s
too short to do any serious amount
of claustrophobic canal fishing
(although I do keep trying from time
to time, when I feel I’ve accumulated
too much terminal tackle or not trod
in dog mess for a while).
REMEMBER, PERCH ARE PERCH

8. A big commercial carp water
perch, taken on float fished
prawn. These venues have their
mockers but they have made
fishing, including perch fishing,
accessible for all for just the
price of a day ticket.

In terms of targeting English perch
in general, regardless of venue, the
approach is the same. Perch are
perch, the world over. You’ll need to
tweak your kit and style of fishing
from venue to venue, naturally,
but perch still love the same stuff,
be it small dead-baits, lob worms,
maggots, prawn, spinners, small
spoons, crankbaits, and a milliard
of soft lure and jig presentations,
minnow patterns on the fly rod…
perch are a sucker for them all.
If you’re planning on upping
your perch PB, and thinking of
heading across the pond there’s no

better time, I can assure you. Big
perch can be found almost anywhere
and in any type of venue right across
England but just remember to pick
up your fishing licence which can
be bought easily on-line. Do a bit
of research, scan the weekly catch
reports in the angling mags and
don’t forget that Facebook groups
dedicated to UK perch are also
an excellent resource to tap in to.
Without too much trouble you should
be pointed in the right direction and
you’ll be one step closer to catching
that ‘super sergeant’.
Tight lines, now go get’ em!
Dermot Ogle

That’s it for this series. I hope I have been
of some help and that I’ve inspired you
to hop on that short ferry or plane trip to
sample some of what the UK has to offer.
Thanks for reading!
8
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A round-up the first outing of a new Catch-PhotoRelease predator fishing club in the mid-West

New
beginnings
Gary Robinson
Frank Carty & Connacht Predator Anglers
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It was towards the end of last year (2018) that likeminded individuals came together for a series of
meetings in the west of Ireland. Gathered together
was a small group of anglers who liked their fishing,
freshwater predator fishing to be more accurate. The
general consensus was that there is no shortage of
quality predator fishing (perch, pike and brown trout)
west of the Shannon. Recent participation surveys
conducted with domestic and visiting anglers have also
recently shown a surge in the popularity of targeting
predators which shows no sign of slowing. A look at
the bewildering selection of lures in many fishing
shops around the country bears testament to this.
Finally, there was a real dearth of such fishing clubs or
representation present in this part of the country. With
all this in mind, Connacht Predator Anglers was born
early this year (2019).

IFI kindly provided a disinfection station
for the event. Biosecurity is something
ALL anglers must take more seriously!
15 club members braved a typically cold
February day in search of perch, pike &
wild brown trout
Aidan Flaherty was delighted with this
fine lure-caught Corrib brownie, released
to fight another day

The club formed firstly to provide an outlet
for very enthusiastic anglers to pool their resources
whether it be through shared boat space, tips and
advice on lures and techniques or sharing fishing spots.
Every discipline is catered for, too, with the club being
comprised of very competent anglers, keen to chase
predatory trout, pike and perch with fly, lure or bait.
Secondly, it was hoped that the formation of the club
would allow its members to help contribute towards
combating some of the issues that are affecting all
angling groups today; namely water quality, pollution,
in-stream enhancement works and poaching. With this
in mind, relatively frequent events will be held by the
club with two main aims; to create a friendly, social
day out for existing and new members and to also raise
funds for angling and aquatic-related causes that may
appreciate and benefit from them.
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As with all Connacht Predator Angler events, this one was
strictly CPR (catch, photo, release). It’s 2019 and this is now
the obvious and safe choice for such competitions

The inaugural event occurred on Lough Corrib,
Co. Galway on 17th February, just days into the new
season. On the shore at Greenfields, fifteen enthusiastic
and intrepid anglers started to assemble, hopes for the
day ahead high. Admittedly, the conditions could have
been better for them, with a persistent south westerly
creating quite the wave and, at times, challenging
fishing conditions. Undeterred, our group launched
themselves onto this wonderful expanse of water
after availing of the biosecurity protective measures
provided by Inland Fisheries Ireland and set about
trying to outdo each other! The anglers fished through
tough conditions and were heading back to shore
for 15.00 having launched at 09.30. The day
had been deemed a success, given that
every boat had captured trout above the
minimum 35cms limit agreed by the
participants. Over 20 fish were captured
and subsequently released by the
anglers over the course of the day.
As per club policy, this event was
strictly measure-photo-release.

It was rough out there but there were
some lovely fish caught and released,
especially trout

The motley crew for what will hopefully
be the first of many competitions in the
Western region

Prizes like these are always a nice
incentive in addition to the usual banter
between like-minded anglers

Finishing in first place was the boat that
carried Slawek Preis and Robert Gizycki, their boat
also seeing the capture of the longest trout of the day
at 61cms. Following them into second place were
Krzysztof Michonski and Lukazs Znamiec. Finishing in
third place were Colin Rickard, Frank Carty and Niall
Gelston.
Glad to be back on shore to dry off and warm
up again, by all accounts there was no shortage of
banter and craic flying around the place while the
results were awaited and anticipated! The club would
like to extend their thanks to Inland Fisheries for
supplying the biosecurity protective measures, which
are so vital in protecting waters such as Corrib which
contain both invasive zebra mussels and Lagarosiphon
weed. The club would also like to thank their sponsors
for the event, Bos Media web design, Damien Culliney
of Angler’s Paradise, Carry Out Off-Licence Ballinasloe,
L. Corr Handmade Lures and Richie Dunne of Dunnes’
Garden Centre, Durrow.
This event closed successfully and one thing
to note was the money raised, donated and gratefully
received by the Corrib/Mask Rescue Service, real
underfunded and unsung heroes of the water who have
sadly had to search for a local angler lost on Mask in
recent weeks. The club will be looking towards hosting
another event in April, most likely using the River
Shannon as a venue to target perch and pike. Details of
this upcoming event, club news and other information
can be found readily available on their Facebook page.
Gary Robinson

A stunning Corrib trout for
Niall Gelston
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Winners of the inaugural CPA event was the duo of
Slawek Preis (centre) and Robert Gizycki (right), who also
landed the longest trout of the day (61cm)
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There are always greater fish than
you have caught, always the lure
of greater task and achievement,
always the inspiration to seek, to
endure, to find.
Zane Grey

Tales of the Angler’s El Dorado (1926)
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An interview with

TOM COLLINS & REBECCA CRONIN

T

The Ballycotton Big Fish is being dubbed
as an ‘American-style’ international shark
tournament, something rarely seen this side
of the Atlantic. Where did the initial idea come
from and why has Ballycotton, Co. Cork been
picked as the location to host such an event?
Ballycotton Big Fish is the brain child of
Pearse Flynn. Pearse is a Ballycotton native
who has a passion for fishing and has been
sea angling in many different countries
across the world. Ballycotton was known
for sea angling records and Pearse felt it
was about time to bring this tradition back
to life. How better than hosting Europe’s
richest sea angling competition?
The event is certainly ambitious and is being
touted as ‘the richest shark tournament in
Europe’ and the largest ever angling event
held in Ireland, with a prize fund of €250,000.
Can you please explain the prize structure?
There’s a cool €20,000 for the longest shark
caught each day as well as the grand prize of
€150,000 for the overall longest shark of the
tournament. There is also a €20,000 bonus
for the skipper who boats the most shark
during the tournament.
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Ballycotton, Co. Cork

12th-15th September 2019

Some anglers will no doubt ask why choose
sharks and not a more traditional sea angling
competition? What do you feel shark fishing
offered over other aspects of the sport?

open to anyone and how does one apply
for a place? Is it team-based or made up of
individual anglers? Is there a limit on the
number of boats which can take part?

The initial concepts of the tournament had
four certainties; the venue, the dates, the
prize fund of €250,000, and that it would
be a “big fish event”. With these factors in
mind the obvious approach is to have a
shark fishing tournament. Given that the
majority of competitors will be travelling
from overseas (Europe, America etc.), shark
fishing would be more appealing than a
traditional match fishing competition.

The event is open to everybody over the age
of 18 and is a charter boat-only tournament.
The limit has been capped to 120 entries
with a maximum of 6 anglers fishing per
boat, which equates to 20 charter boats. It
is primarily an individual event but a team
of 4 may enter with only one angler fishing
each of the 4 days. Registration is available
through our website theballycottonbigfish.
com

The event is set to take place in September
2019, prime shark fishing season. Is the event

The entry fee is set at €5000. Can you
breakdown what the entry fee covers? When

does the application period close?
The entry fee covers 4 days charter, transport
from the accommodation providers to the
pier and return each day, a packed lunch for
each day, tickets for the opening and closing
events, bait, and obviously contributes
towards the overall prize fund. The
application period closes April 15th 2019.
Can anglers bring their own boat and tackle?
This is a charter boat only-event and, for this
year at least, anglers will not be permitted to
bring their own boats. Anglers can, however,
bring their own tackle but for conservation
reasons only circle hooks will be permitted.
South and West Cork are known for their blue
shark fishing but what other shark species
count for this event?
For this event there are four species of shark
that will count for the competition, namely
blue, porbeagle, thresher and shortfin mako.
How far offshore and between each other are
boats permitted during the tournament?
The charter boats will be limited to a 30-mile
radius from Ballycotton. At the start of the
shark drift each boat must be at least 1 mile
away from any other competing boat.
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“There’s a cool €20,000 for the
longest shark caught each day as
well as the grand prize of €150,000
for the overall longest shark of the
tournament”
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What are the general rules for the
tournament?
As you can imagine for an event as large as
this one there must be numerous clear-cut
rules that all participants follow in order
to keep it fair. Each angler can only fish
one rod, for example, and must alternate
positions on board the boat each day. Only
circle hooks are permitted. In terms of the
scoring system, blue shark will score 100%,
porbeagles will score 125% with any makos
and threshers scoring 150%. For example,
if a 2-meter blue shark scores 200 then
a 2-meter porbeagle will score 250 and a
2-meter mako or thresher will score 300. The
full set of rules for skippers and anglers can
be found on the tournament website (see
link on opposite page).
How will the winners be decided and, given
the huge prize pot of €250,000, what measures
are in place to prevent cheating?
There will be a common measuring device
on each boat which will be an Inland
Fisheries Ireland (IFI) measuring mat. There
will be an independent adjudicator on each
boat who will photograph the full length of
each shark measured and forward that photo
in real time to the lead adjudicator back on
shore.
Unlike some western Atlantic shark
competitions, this tournament will be 100%
catch & release. Can you give us the low-down
on the best handling practice for the event
and will catches form part of a marine tagging
programme?
This event is 100% committed to strict
catch and release with major emphasis
on best handling practices. No gaffs will
be permitted to aid the boating of sharks.
Smaller sharks will be unhooked at the side
of the boat and only circle hooks will be

“This event is 100% committed
to strict catch and release with
major emphasis on best handling
practices”
used to prevent deep hooking. If any angler
requests a photo with their catch the shark
will be lifted horizontally by a minimum
of 2 people with the skipper holding the
head and supporting the stomach area
with their second hand. The shark will be
returned promptly after photos are taken.
We will be working in conjunction with
IFI’s marine sports fish tagging programme
and it is proposed that all sizeable shark
will be tagged prior to release. We will also
be working with some other professional
organisations, such as Ocean Research &
Conservation Ireland (ORCI), to undertake
some ground-breaking shark research
science projects.
That sounds brilliant, yet another example
of how C&R angling can aid conservation.
And finally, what are the overall aims for the
tournament, in general, and do you hope this
will become an annual event in the future?
The overall aims for the tournament are to
promote general sea angling tourism for
Ireland and also highlight Ballycotton as a
great sea angling destination while bringing
business to the locality and supporting the
local economy.
Thanks for your time guys and we wish you
all the very best of luck in the first event of its
kind in Irish waters!

To find out more about the
Ballycotton Big Fish shark
tournament then please tap
or click the opposite page
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Peter Driver is an expert
fly tyer, angling coach,
Irish international angler
and owner of the Piscari
Fly company. He loves
passing on his wealth of
knowledge.

Mismatch the hatch
Have modern approaches to fishing rivers removed the craft of matching the hatch?
Peter Driver

I

In his seminal book Matching the
Hatch (1997), Pat O’Reilly stated
that, “Lady luck smiles upon anglers
who use the right flies, fish them in
the right places at the right times,
and make them behave like the
natural insects they are meant to
represent.” But is this still accurate?

For generations of fly tyers and fly fishers
the creative use of feathers and threads on a
hook was focused on matching the colours,
movements, shapes and stages of living
insects that fish preferred to eat at any given
time of the year. The materials used decades
ago for this craft were far more basic and
natural than the modern bright and flashy
synthetics we use today. This trend poses the
question of whether the modern fly dresser
is more focused on triggering aggression in
fish rather than trying to match the hatch of
the natural insects.
When I was growing up in the late 80’s, fly
dressing was a craft carried out only by a
handful of people across the country. In a
time with no internet and limited supplies
of materials and equipment, fly tying was
something that you read about in the odd
magazine from time to time. I was lucky to
have a gentleman not too far from my home
who was willing to teach me at a young age
the traditional art of fly tying. I visited Noel
Shields every Friday night for two years
and he would charge me £2 for a 3-fly tying
session. This education was not only about
putting feathers and thread on a hook but he
taught me how to look at the materials and
understand the natural curvatures of the
feathers to aid in creating an imitation of a
natural insect which would fool a trout.
How things have moved on since then. Now
we are focused on what is flashy, bright and
heavy and what material glows, wiggles and
triggers a reaction in fish. Now, in saying
that, there is still a lot of fly dressers out
there who consider natural insects when
tying, especially for dry fly imitations plus
some wet flies and nymphs. But, with the
modern developments of materials and the
explosion of tying in the last 20 years, the
question has to be asked; is there really a
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This trend poses the question of
whether the modern fly dresser is
more focused on triggering aggression
in fish rather than trying to match the
hatch of the natural insects.
need to match the hatch anymore? Or, are we
losing that traditional craft of understanding
our natural insects and how to transfer their
colours and movements onto a hook using a
more traditional approach to fly dressing?
For me, this topic is quite relevant in the
nymphing fraternity. Nowadays there are
nymphs being produced by the hundreds of
millions, with considerations to matching
the hatch being only secondary. More and
more focus of nymph patterns is placed
upon the bright colour tags, hot spot collars
and flashy, shiny components. With this faststyle of fly tying you can watch some videos
and soon after begin to produce nymphs that
will be very effective indeed.
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Pondering on this for some time last year,
and wondering how important is it to me
and other fly tyers when constructing
nymphs, I posted a question on social media:
“What is more important to you, the body
of the nymph or the bead?” The results were
close enough, with 46% voting that the bead
is critical to success and 54% voting that the
body is the important aspect of the nymph.
Personally, I am finding more often over
the last few seasons that I am increasingly
focused on the bead size and colour rather
than the actual dressing behind it when
researching what is catching. Perhaps this
is coming from my competition angling,
where I’m interested in as many small fish as
possible rather than trying to fool an older,
wiser trout. It’s the flash and triggers I put on
the hook which will achieve this rather than
the details of the natural insect.
It is not just me either that feels like this.
Over my last few fishing trips throughout
Europe, I have noticed a lot of anglers tying
their nymphs in a style which incorporates
large beads and very small bodies. These
observations ultimately lead me to this
question, wondering if the body of the
nymph truly mattered a great deal in the
nymphs make up. I think to truly understand
how important it is we would have to see
how successful would a plain bead on its
own, without a body, would be in catching
fish.
The bead serves several purposes on a hook.
One is to find the depth of a fish but also the
colour options give it the ability to attract
fish into taking. So, with this in mind, one
morning last season I decided to head to the
local river and fish just beads on a hook - no
body, no tails, no thread, just a bead superglued onto a bare hook. Using my normal

One morning last season I decided
to head to the local river and fish just
beads on a hook - no body, no tails,
no thread, just a bead super-glued
onto a bare hook... It didn’t take long
till I began to get my answer. Within a
20-minute period I had successfully
landed some 18 brownies...
70
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nymphing rig and fishing no different than
any other time, I cast the body-less nymphs
into the stream and it didn’t take long till I
began to get my answer. Within a 20-minute
period I had successfully landed some 18
brownies ranging in sizes from six inches
to nice lumps around the ten-inch mark.
The takes were just as aggressive as normal
ones and I caught the fish in fast and slower
water where the fish had time to inspect the
bait. Now, I am not saying that we should
abandon the nymph bodies all together,
as on any given day one thing will work
better than another. However, this does
show us that the emphasis on the beads are
moving the modern nympher away from the
imitation of the natural insects.
This example of modern materials changing
overall nymphing styles and fly tying is only
one aspect of fly fishing. Has it also affected
how we tie and fish wets and drys? It’s fair
to say that modern developments have only
modestly influenced fly tying for traditional
wet and dry patterns, with the focus still
very much on matching the hatch. Sure,
there are still hot-spots and synthetics used
in most dressings but the majority of tyers
still aim to mimic, as closely as possible, the
natural insects the fish are currently feeding
on. Streamers and lure-type patterns are the
exception here, of course, and are becoming
more popular.
However, with the advances in modern
nymphing and the tying of these nymphs,
the importance of being able to effectively
fish, let alone tie, more traditional wet
flies is rapidly being lost. So, indirectly, the
evolution of nymphing is having an impact

on the traditional methods of tying winged
wet flies and spiders which are designed to
represent natural fly life.
Even more so than wets, dry flies have held
on to the traditional tying approach and
it is in this discipline where successfully
matching the hatch still determines if you
catch consistently or not. As many of you
will know first-hand, when trout are on the
dries they can become very fussy and will
often turn there nose from a nearly perfect
fly, looking, for all intents and purposes, like
an exact imitation of the real thing. Even
though today’s dry flies are a simpler version
of the traditional hackled split winged dries
of yesteryear, we still must be aware of the
natural colours and curvature of the feathers
and hackles we use.
So, facing into a new season, how important
is it for anglers to be aware of the hatches on
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How important is it for anglers to be
aware of the hatches on their waters,
the life cycle of the insects and how
to imitate these creatures effectively?
I suppose it depends on your own
desire to gain a good understanding of
this craft and urge to develop as a fly
dresser and fly fisher..

in their true form. To me, this is all part of
fly fishing.

their waters, the life cycle of the insects and
how to imitate these creatures effectively?
I suppose it depends on your own desire
to gain a good understanding of this craft
and urge to develop as a fly dresser and fly
fisher. I believe the traditional crafts of fly
dressing and tying imitations of an insect
are losing their importance, due to many
influences. Yes, as a competition angler I’ll
fish whatever pattern will catch me the most
fish, be it a just a bead on a hook or a flashy
nymph that triggers aggression in my quarry.
Nonetheless, in my modern dressings I
still reference the education I received in
traditional fly tying many years ago.

Perhaps for the modern tyers of today,
experimenting with more natural creations
of insets could be a good way to gain a better
understanding of tying flies and matching
the hatch, and be a little less focused on
the new shiny stuff that’s all the rage - I am
even guilty of this over-commercialisation
when it comes to tying. However, with most
anglers having great results these days and
catching fish on bright hot spots and shiny
metal heads with little understanding of the
insects they are trying to imitate, I fear that
the traditional methods of fly dressing and
matching the hatch are becoming lost and
unnecessary to the modern fly fisher.
Peter Driver

Similarly, when I am on the river I am
constantly making myself aware of the
natural environment and the insects that the
fish are feeding on, by looking under stones
and at water-logged sticks to see the insects
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This trip also produced some
absolute giants...

Sid Kennedy, Ross Macklin
& Glenn McCormack

:
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Pt.3

Last year Sidney Kennedy took a whirlwind 34-hour trip to
the Canary Islands, caught some great fish, saw some sea
monsters and promised to return with reinforcements for
a longer stay. This spring he did just that and it certainly
made for a great story...

A

A big monkfish from the 2018 trip. Although
not the target, the unknown was what drew
me back to the Canaries
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fter my own successful trip
last year (read here ), the past
few months has seen my fishing
buddies Glenn McCormack, Ross
Macklin, Terry Jackson and my son
Derick dreaming about a fishing trip
to Lanzarote after sea monsters.
I really enjoyed my 16 hours of
fishing over there, which Glenn
organised for me, so it didn’t take
much to persuade me to return
for a longer stay. It was clear that
the only time which would suit us
all was February, as Glenn would
be working over there. This made
everything a lot easier. We agreed
that the plan was to go over four or

five days before Glenn started work
so he could join in on the excursion
Of course, there was a
lot of planning to be done for a
fly-and-survive trip like this. We had
to see if a jeep could be hired to get
us to the beaches on the island. We
needed to arrange a kayak to drop
out the baits well offshore in deeper
water – could be rent or would we
have to buy? We needed to figure
out where to catch or buy bait out
there. Where do we get our fishing
licence? Airplane tickets, baggage
allowance, accommodation…
There was a lot of planning to be
done and I think we were all quite
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worried about how on earth it
would all come together.
A few phone calls to
friends, especially to Cork sea
angler Ken Murphy, really helped.
His dad has a place in Lanzarote
and we could store a kayak there
if we ended up having to buy
one between us, which we were
prepared to do knowing how
shallow the water around the
island is. Without a kayak on my
2018 trip to drop out baits I don’t
think I would have caught much off
the shore at all. At least if we had
to buy one we could store it there
for future trips. Then Ken’s dad
also mentioned he had sleeping
bags and two 2-man tents which
we could borrow, so we now had
somewhere to grab a few hours
sleep as well. This was an all-out
fishing trip and spending the nights
in an apartment was not part of the
plan.
I’m sure many of you will
know how difficult it is organising
trips like this between a group of
friends and things always seem
to get done at the last minute! As
Glenn had his plane booked, time
was pushing on for sorting our own
tickets. It was just as well that we
waited as long as we did because
Terry sadly had to pull out. He had a
long-awaited scan on his wrist and
if he didn’t go, he could be waiting
months for another appointment.
With the plane tickets finally bought
for Ross, Der and myself, we all had
to book in hand luggage, a 20kg bag
of tackle each and a 20kg sports
bag for the rods, which we shared
the cost of. Things were starting to
come together…
Glenn then had more
good news. One of his friends in
Lanzarote said if we rented a kayak
off him for €20 a day for out trip
then he’d buy one. Arranging a
kayak of some description was very
important part of this plan and I
was very relieved when we given
this option. As Glenn was going to
be there a day before us, he also got
a Spanish-speaking friend to hire
us a Landcruiser-type jeep so we
could get to and from the marks we

The local law enforcement didn’t take too
kindly to our makeshift roof rack... Or
maybe they just hated the colour as well?
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had looked at four endless hours
on Google Maps. Using his time
wisely, Glenn figured he would take
a spin around the island and see
what marks could and couldn’t be
accessed safely. It was all going so
well but, as I have learned the hard
way many times in the past, plans
do not always work out.
THAT’S THE START OF IT…
As Glenn stepped off the plane
into glorious Canaries sunshine,
he had a flashback of his driver’s
licence sitting on the kitchen table
back in Dublin. As if that wasn’t
bad enough, the jeep hadn’t been
booked by his friend anyway, so no
time had been saved at all. Luckily
(for all of us), Glenn has an identical
twin brother, Killian, and he was
able to book some transport for the
following day using his licence.
As Glenn couldn’t drive anywhere
that day, he thought he might as
well check out the kayak and make
sure it was up to standard for what

“

we needed, dropping out baits. It
turned out the kayak wasn’t sorted
either! All he kept saying to me on
the phone was “It’s a nightmare,
Sid!”
The following morning the
tireless Glenn (or is it Killian?) went
to the airport to collect the jeep.
His friend hadn’t bought the kayak
as promised but gave us a loan of
a ‘sea canoe’. We were sitting in
departures at Cork airport when
Glenn sent us the pictures of the
jeep with canoe on top. I think we
nearly died with laughter! As well
as getting us to remote marks, the
main need for the jeep was to give
us a couple of days fishing away
from any crowds before the town
hall opened on Monday morning,
where we would then be able to
get our fishing licences (see below).
An out of sight, out of mind sort of
thing. However, the jeep was such
a bright yellow that it could be
seen from the International Space
Station and we were now going to
stand out like a sore thumb. The

Another hill, another failure from the yellow
tin can! We drove around for hours looking
for accessible marks to fish and it soon
became very tiring...

... but at least the
scenery was nice

By the time we arrived in Lanzarote, against all odds, Glenn
had everything organised... We really thought we had pulled
it off, but then we got stopped by the local policia outside
the airport who seemed very angry about the length of the
canoe on top of the little yellow jeep...
‘sea canoe’ was also bright yellow
and looked pretty unsafe and
unsuitable for our needs. Still, it was
better than nothing and it would
have to do.
By the time we arrived
in Lanzarote, against all odds,
Glenn had everything organised;
bait, rod stands, food, tents, beds,
sleeping bags and transport. We
really thought we had pulled it off,
but then we got stopped by the
local policia outside the airport
who seemed very angry about the
length of the canoe on top of the
little yellow jeep. One officer told
Glenn to get a deflector for the back
bumper so other drivers could see
us. His response was classic, “Ah
here, there’s no reflector as bright as
this fecking jeep!”

After a necessary detour to
the hardware store to buy an actual
deflector, we finally headed off to a
mark that looked promising on the
map. Driving up a hillside dirt track
it didn’t take long before the yellow
tin can decided it didn’t like going
uphill or off-road and refused to
go any further. This also happened
at the next two marks which saw
us waste four hours trying to find
somewhere quiet to fish.
A MARK AT LAST
The only place we could get to
was the spot I was guided on with
Glenn last summer. Now, I want to
make it clear that I don’t like fishing
on marks where lads are trying to
make a few bob. However, we now
had literally no choice. Glenn rang
the guy in question and asked if
he was guiding on this small mark
in the next few days. The answer
that he was fishing but on the other
side of the island brought my stress
levels down a lot and arriving at the
stoney beach, after four frustrating
hours, to find no one else fishing felt
like a weight had been lifted.
With a few runs each from

the so-called jeep (just a big yellow
car really), we were finally ready
to put our rods together and start
fishing. I had never used a kayak
or a canoe before to drop baits
out, but I was looking, nervously,
forward to it. Glenn and I had a
good idea of where to fish from
our last trip so we tossed a coin for
spots and I called it right. I decided
as Glenn had done a lot of the
running around and it was Ross’
first time here, that they could fish
the exact spot where we caught
last year, leaving Derick and I to fish
further down the shore.
As it was getting late in
the evening, we decided to put
out one rod each and, if we could,
maybe the next day double-up.
As I said before, the baits had to
be paddled out several hundred
metres to reach a decent depth
of water, where most of the fish
were. That was an event in itself
but worth it as it only took an hour
before I got a dropped run. We
were all fishing leads (or rocks,
actually) on breakaway links so
they snapped off on the take.
Reeling in a fish from 400m out
is hard enough without having a
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broke the surface. We could see it
was huge. It took another half an
hour to land this roughtail stingray
(Bathytoshia centroura) and once
carefully beached we estimated it
to be around 400lb. The ray was
grunting like a bull. With the fish
sitting on the edge of the water, we
had to time our shots between the
waves. With the fish unhooked and
supported for a minute in the surf, it
swam off strongly. Lanzarote waters
are a UNESCO Biosphere reserve
which means most fish, including
rays, are protected by law so please
make sure you keep them at water’s
edge where the waves will keep
them wet for a few seconds while
you get your dream picture. Ross
was completely exhausted but
insanely happy, as we all were.
What a buzz!

“Who’s idea was this?” Derick and I about to
paddle out 400m or so to drop out baits

Der with a cracking 30lb+ long-nosed skate
hooked at the same time as Ross’ monster

lead swinging about as well. That
dropped run broke my light link so
I had to paddle out the bait all over
again. I had only stepped out of the
canoe when my line went slack and
another fish had dropped the bait
and snapped the rock off. I waited
for Derick to re-bait so Glenn and
I could drop two rigs at the same
time and save some energy.
SEA MONSTER
As Glenn pushed us through the
swells, Ross’ rod tore off and as
I looked back I could see him
hopping across the rocks barefooted to get to the screaming reel.
We got out the baits out as quickly
as possible and when got back to
the beach Ross was strapped into
the harness with his 80lb-class rod
bent over double. With every bit of
line Ross gained, it seemed the fish
took back more.
This was clearly a big fish,
more than likely one of the several
ray species here which grow to very
large sizes. After the first hour, the
fish stopped fighting and just sat
on the seabed for over 20 minutes.
It seemed to be snagged up. There
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are two things that can be done in
this situation. One is lock-up and
pull for a break, hoping that the
fish will move first. However, my
first choice would be slackening
off and to leave the line loose. This
can make the fish think that it is
free and it will move off. After five
minutes of slack line, the fish ran in
towards the beach. As Ross caught
up with it, it turned to the left,
peeling line off the Tiagra. Ross was
able to slow the fish and gain some
line but it fought for another few
minutes before it sat down on the
seabed again.
Just as Ross’ fish went to
anchor, Derick’s rod screamed off
but stopped after a few seconds.
The line stayed taught and as
Derick lifted the rod to check, it
ran again. With the hook set and
steady pressure on the rod all that
was left was to do reel in over 300
yards of line with a fish thumping
back against him – easy! As Derick
landed his fish, a nice 30lb+ longnosed skate, Ross’ fish started to
run again and then stopped. It
did this a few more times before
it made the choice to fight. After
three whole hours, the ray finally

“
Believe it or not, he smiled for the entire fight
despite it taking three whole hours!
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After three whole hours, the ray finally broke the
surface. We could see it was huge... It took another
half an hour to land this roughtail stingray and once
carefully beached we estimated it to be around 400lb
An exhausted but very happy Ross with his fish
of a lifetime off the shore, all 400lb of it. Please
keep them in the water for photos.
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TOUGH GOING…
It was now Tuesday. We were
completely out of bait (mackerel)
and Glenn had to go to work.
He said he would call into the
fishmongers later for fresh supplies
and drop down later with food,
maybe grabbing a few hours of
fishing with his pal Jason. As Glenn
was about to head off, Derick
decided to book into an apartment
for a few days of chilling out before
our arranged charter trip on Friday.
Glenn returned about an
hour before darkness with food and
fresh bait, both well needed. With
Ross’ and my rods out of the water
all day it was nice to re-bait and
get back fishing. The only suitable
bait he could get was some sort of
bream for €5 a kg.
With all rods out again and
food gobbled down, we had our
fingers crossed again for something
big. We were gathered around
Glenn’s rod chatting when his rod
bent over and the reel made that
lovely ‘tick, tick, tick’ sound. It was
clearly another large fish, doing

what it wanted. Glenn was stuck
into the fish for over an hour when
suddenly the rod sprang back. We
thought the line had broken but
instead the hook had pulled, which
is better than the fish left to drag a
trace around. It was shame though,
especially as we knew what it could
have been. Soon after that, Glenn
packed up and headed back to the
villa with Jason. It was slow fishing
and that was the last action of the
night.
The following morning
it was just Ross and myself left to
hunt for the monsters. As there
was now plenty of space along
the beach, we decided to put out
two rods each. We also gave the
camp a good clean up, making
sure that there was not a trace of
litter lying about. With it all bagged,
we drooped it up to the bin at the
top of the shore. The last thing we
wanted was the locals thinking
anglers were the ones leaving litter
all over the place (which it rarely is).
By 10am the weather was unreal
and we sat back soaking in the
sun rays. Just as I opened my eyes,

“

In the heat of the sun, Ross took the pictures as quickly as
possible as the waves crashed over her... with a few pumps
of her wings, she swam away with some power. The size of it
was ridiculous, with a near 7ft wingspan

The fishing was slow and very hard work but we all managed
some nice fish. Here’s Ross (left) with his first eagle ray and
Glenn (right) with another cracking long-nosed skate

could actually see (and hear) the
100lb mono thinning. The fish was
making a jacuzzi out of the sea as it
slapped its long tail through the air
looking for something to hit. Seeing
the size and the mood of the ray,
I was starting to wonder if just the
two of us could handle it.
Overall, it took an hour and
25 minutes to land. It was another
monster roughtail, again around
the 400lb mark, and was a bit
harder to unhook, but we managed
eventually. In the heat of the sun,
Ross took the pictures as quickly as
possible as the waves crashed over
her. I then pushed her through the
surf and with a few pumps of her
wings, she swam away with some
power. The size of it was ridiculous,
with a near 7ft wingspan. Within a
few seconds she was out of sight.
Another dream fish that made
the stress and lack of sleep worth
it. Having said that, with both of
us now having caught a giant, it
was agreed to break camp and
book in with Der for a good night’s
sleep before our charter boat the
following day.

It was my turn at a monster roughtail. At 7ft
across, the size of it was just ridiculous!

looking for a drink, my reel started
to loose line as the ratchet began
to roar. With the fish taking line,
I put on the harness and clipped
the reel on. I increased the drag
and when the stretch of the line
tightened to the fish, I lifted. With
that, the fish nearly pulled me off
my feet! Luckily, I had managed to
ease off the drag before I fell onto
the treacherous rocks. The fish
started to gain speed so I slowly
tightened the drag again. I’d say it
was up to 40lb of pressure as it was
nearly pulling me into the surf. All I
could do was sit back in the harness
and try to have some control over
the beast, always doing my best to
keep it on the move so it couldn’t
hunker down on the seafloor, like
Ross fish had done.
I kept my finger on the
lever drag ready for it to run and
when it did I eased back. It took
an hour for it to surface, another
enormous stingray, and there was
so much pressure on the fish I
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How to get your fishing
licence in Lanzarote

As the sun set aboard our
charter boat, Derick landed his
first eagle ray. These are great
sport on light tackle

1

You have to go to the council building in Arrecife
(Cabildo de Lanzarote). Beware that on arrival you
will have to go through a security check similar
to an airport and give them your phone and
belongings.

2

Once through, go to reception and tell them you are
looking to get a fishing licence. Knowing even some
basic Spanish will help hugely here. The receptionist
will send you into a room where you will sit down
with the person in charge and they will go through
your details, such as, what type of fishing licence
you are looking for (shore, boat or spear fishing
licence)

3

To get your licence you will need your passport and
proof of address on the island where you will be
staying while on holidays. You will be handed your
forms to bring to the bank to pay for the licence –
you cannot do this at the council and we couldn’t do
it online! The address of the bank I used was:

After days of roughing it on the beach we followed Derick’s
lead and chilled out for a while before the night time boat trip

CHARTER TRIP
Refreshed after a very welcome
sleep in an actual bed (not an
airbed on a rocky beach), we
were up early the next morning
and decided to go for walk down
to Puerto Calero harbour for
something to eat. Several places
serve an English breakfast that is
very tasty and it’s so relaxing sitting
by the harbour feeding the fish
some bread. I put myself under a
lot of pressure to catch fish on most
trips so a nice calm morning and
afternoon hanging out at the villa
(and jacuzzi) was just what I need
after my roughtail success.
As evening approached,
we headed off to Puerto del Carmen
harbour where Pepe and Louie of
Escualo Fishing work out of. As I
learned last summer, it’s a class
boat and they know how to catch
fish. With all the handshakes and
greetings over, Louie untied the
boat and we head out into the open
sea hoping to catch some type of
tuna that we could use for bait for
sharks, rays or whatever else big
was lurking down there. As Pepe
dropped the speed for trolling,
Louie started to drop back the
tuna lures. With everyone ready for
action, we kept an eye on the rods
and the other on gulls diving for
bait fish. It didn’t take long before
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one of the spools was in meltdown
as a tuna sped off at a thousand
miles an hour. The fish was on
Jason’s rod and with a little help
from Glenn, he was well in control
and soon held a small bonito up
for the camera. He’d been giving
out before that point, asking why
we were wasting our time fishing
for small things but he enjoyed
the fight so much that he wanted
to catch another. How fishing can
change a man! Bonito are a great
sport fish and even better bait.
As we got close the fishing
grounds, we reeled in the trolling
gear as Louie set up the bottom
rods. With the anchor firmly gripped
and the boat over the mark all
bottom baits were dropped, hoping
that the rays were going to play
ball. We easily got enough bait for
the night and dropped anchor on a
mark known for all sorts of sharks,
including makos, threshers and
hammerheads. You can never have
enough fresh bait though so we
kept fishing for mackerel. Of course,
as always seems to happen, one of
us – Ross – hooked a big fish on the
light gear and after a bit of a battle
soon brought his first eagle ray to
the boat.
Louie advised us that we
can land eagles safely on the light
rods we were using for mackerel, so
long as they are around 20lb. Any

Bankia, Centro commercial Fariones, Avenue de las
Playas, 35510 Tias, Las Palmas

I managed to land a beautiful
butterfly ray but Jason got the
largest of the trip! Strangely, his
fish had no tail.

4

When you arrive at the bank the licence is paid
through the ATM outside but the best thing to do
is go inside and ask a member of staff how you pay
for the licence. They should give you a slip of paper
with an over-complicated step-by-step instruction of
how to do it. The licence costs just €16 and is valid
for 3 years.

5

Make sure you get a receipt for payment and bring
it back to the Cabildo de Lanzarote in Arrecife. You
then have to go through the same process as the first
visit and fill out more forms. Again, make sure you
bring your passport. Eventually you will be issued
with your licence, then and there.

6

Your licence is only valid if you have your licence
and ID on you at all times. If not, they are entitled to
confiscate all of your fishing gear - and this it does
happen. Your licence covers you to fish any marine
waters in the Canaries or Spanish mainland.

Poor old Glenn got sick of
the sight of this place!

“

Whilst I returned my butterfly and rebaited, Derick was still
playing some sort of sea creature on totally unsuitable gear.
Over the next 40 minutes we took turns fighting the fish to
see who could land it but in the end the line parted near the
hook. What it was, we have no idea.
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bigger and you would be very lucky
to land them, apparently. With that
information Derick and I quickly put
a strip of mackerel on the bottom
hook to see if could we hook-up. It
only took five minutes before Der
was fighting a fish that turned out
to be another eagle ray. A stunning
species and great fun on light
tackle.
A few moments after he
put back his fish I was also into a
ray on the light gear, but it felt a bit
too big for the line to handle and I
was expecting to lose it any second.
Then my ‘big fish’ rod received
a take and, with visions of Jaws
in my mind, I grabbed it, passing
the hooked fish to my son. My big
shark turned out to be a butterfly
ray of about 40lb but they are such
a beautiful, hard fighting fish that
there was no way I could be in any
way disappointed.
Whilst I returned my
butterfly and rebaited, Derick
was still playing some sort of sea
creature on totally unsuitable gear.
Over the next 40 minutes we took
turns fighting the fish to see who
could land it but in the end the line
parted near the hook. What it was,
we have no idea.
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MEMORIES MADE
As Derick was third out of the hat,
it was his turn next on the heavier
gear. He really wanted to catch a
shark, hopefully a hammerhead or
even a large tope. It went quiet for
a couple of hours but then out of
nowhere, after a re-bait to freshen
things up and get more scent in the
tide, one of the rods took off and
Der got his chance to land a shark,
which turned out to be a baby
hammerhead. He’d had a far more
relaxing trip than us, combining
fishing with relaxation at the pool,
but he still had targets to catch and
that shark was one of them. More
great memories made.
Soon after that, another
bottom rod signalled a take and
Glenn lifted into another butterfly
ray that made him work for every
turn of the reel handle. It was not
long after that when Jason was
into an even larger butterfly ray, the
largest of the night, in fact. When
it came on board you could hear
Jason taking a breath of relief.
The idea of booking the
charter boat was to end the week
in a more relaxing style and it had
worked out well, with everyone

catching fish and generally having
a good time. The fly-and-survive
adventure had almost become a
disaster several times, from the
transport issues to the fact that we
had to work with a canoe more at
home in a swimming pool, to living
in tents on a beach with almost no
sleep for the best part of a week.
Seeing those two giant stingrays
up close and personal, as well as
landing some lovely species in the
company of good friends had made
it a trip to really remember and as
we started winding in for the trip
back ashore I couldn’t help but
smile at the madness of it all. I think
I’ll do it all again next year!
Tight lines,
Sidney Kennedy

ESCUALO FISHING
LANZAROTE
The Escualo is a 12 x 3.6m aluminium boat based
in Puerto Del Carmen. It has a capacity for up to 12
people. Two Nanni diesel motors with 320PS give the
boat a good speed. Top equipment supplied including
Shimano and Penn reels (130 lbs, 80 lbs, 50 lbs), and
Tiagra rods. The boat is also equipped with a fighting
chair and outrigger. Price €75 per person, per day.

The brain child of England U21 International Callum Graham. The Tronixpro
Cobra Light is a British take on continental beach ledgering rods. Designed
to provide all the benefits of accentuated bite detection and delicate bait
delivery when fishing at range - whilst standing up to the rigours of fishing
around the UK and Ireland. Constructed of 40t Japanese Carbon and fitted
with FUJI Alconite KWAG Guides and a FUJI DPSSD P Reel Seat.

TRONIXPRO COBRA LIGHT - LENGTH: 4.2M - CASTING: 50-150g RRP £259.99
/ TRONIXPRO

/ TRONIXPRO1

/ TRONIXPRO

#TRONIXPRO #VIRTUOSO

FOR NEWS, BLOGS AND YOUR NEAREST STOCKIST VISIT WWW.TRONIXPRO.COM
#YOURCATCHES - CAUGHT A PRIZED CATCH ON OUR GEAR, WE WANT TO KNOW ABOUT IT, SUBMIT
YOURS TODAY AT WWW.TRONIXFISHING.COM/YOUR-CATCHES
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Rebecca Hunter from Ulster Wildlife
helps Austen and Peter Bennett get
hooked on sharks

Get hooked on sharks, skates and rays
Sea Deep, a conservation project delivered
by Ulster Wildlife, is encouraging sea
anglers and all coast lovers to help
safeguard the future of our local sharks,
skates and rays. With support from the
National Lottery Heritage Fund, Sea
Deep is training sea anglers and coastal
volunteers to record much-needed
information about these incredible, but
severely threatened, creatures.
From tagging sharks at sea to recording
their egg cases on the shore, the project
aims to improve our understanding of
endangered species so we can target
local conservation efforts.

WORDS:

Rebecca Hunter
Sea Deep Project Coordinator,
Ulster Wildlife
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A porbeagle caught, tagged and
released by well known angler
Ronald Surgenor

In deep trouble ? The decline in
local shark populations
The seas around Ireland were previously
hailed as some of the best areas for large
skate and shark sport fishing in Europe.
However, recent decades have seen this
picture change dramatically. While there
are over 70 species of sharks, skates and
rays listed in Irish waters, many are now
sadly classed as endangered with few individuals left.
Unfortunately, these animals
have gained a bad reputation from Hollywood films and sensationalised shark
attack stories. In reality, they are one of
the most vulnerable groups of animals in
our seas.
Sharks and rays are long-lived
and slow to mature and reproduce
which makes them particularly vulnerable to overfishing and other threats
such as pollution, disturbance or habitat destruction. These characteristics result in low population growth rates and
mean that with the increasing use of our
seas, the numbers of many of our sharks,
skates and rays have significantly reduced.

There is very little protection for sharks, skates and rays around
Ireland. This is partly due to the lack of information we have
about these animals. To protect a highly mobile marine species,
you need to know where the areas important to its life cycle are.
Ronald Surgenor

The spurdog (or spiny dogfish)
provides a great example of why our
sharks are in such trouble. This species
can live for up to 70 years and has one
of the longest pregnancies of any animal
in the world – between 18 months and
two years. After reproducing, individuals often take a ‘resting’ period and may
not breed again for two to three years.

Spurdog is a widely distributed and historically
abundant shark, although large declines have
been reported over recent years and it is now
classed as endangered throughout Irish and
wider European waters

Females also tend to form large packs,
which can put a significant proportion of
the reproductive population at risk.
Spurdog is a widely distributed and historically abundant shark,
although large declines have been reported over recent years and it is now
classed as endangered throughout Irish
and wider European waters.

Other local species in the same
boat include the porbeagle and the ironically-named common skate, which are
now more endangered than the snow
leopard or African elephant.
Porbeagles are highly migratory – an individual tagged on the west
coast of Ireland was recaptured 10 years
later on the other side of the Atlantic

Ocean in Newfoundland, Canada. Migrations often complicate conservation
efforts as management measures may
only apply in one area of the migration
route, meaning the shark is still vulnerable throughout large parts of its range.
There is very little protection
for sharks, skates and rays around Ireland. This is partly due to the lack of

information we have about these animals. To protect a highly mobile marine species, you need to know where
the areas important to its life cycle are.
These include home sites, feeding spots,
breeding and spawning grounds, and
nursery areas for the young pups.

Peter Verhoog

SeaSearch NI

An egg case of a small spotted
catshark, better known to anglers
as the lesser spotted dogfish

Spurdog is a very long lived, late
maturing species at great risk of
overexploitation
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Where do I submit my egg case finds?
Sea Deep is working to find out more about local eggcases and
contributes records to the Shark Trust’s Great Eggcase Hunt
project. You can record all of the details about your eggcase
finds through their online form by hitting the logo link below or
checking out their Great Eggcase Hunt app - free for iPhone
and Android phones.
The Great Eggcase Hunt is a Shark Trust initiative and has a
sister project in Ireland which is run by Marine Dimensions,
called Purse Search Ireland (view this here )
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Ulster Wildlife members recording
data on shark and ray eggcases,
something anyone can do with a visit
to their local beach!
A large common skate caught and tagged
as part of the Scottish Shark Tagging
Programme. Anglers provide vital
information on species such as these and
are a core part of the Sea Deep project

animals. The Sea Deep training covers
equipment use, minimum sizes for tagging, tag placement and how to recognise stress. If an animal is pregnant or
injured in any way, it is not tagged and
returned to the water immediately.
Sea Deep is also encouraging anglers involved with the project to
share their shark fishing stories. Through
social media groups the project is building a community of trained ‘taggers’
working on local shark conservation,
sharing best practice, advice, and important information on our sharks. This can
include noticing fresh mating scars (an
extreme love bite!) which can highlight a
possible breeding ground.

Changing the tide: how we can
safeguard the future of local
sharks, skate and rays ?
Shark tagging programmes around the
world have shown the effectiveness
of data collection by trained sea anglers. This includes gaining a better understanding of the species around our
coasts and monitoring the effectiveness
of any management measures implemented for their conservation.
Sea Deep provides free training
and equipment to sea anglers around
the coast. The shark tagging courses include best practice techniques to handle, tag and record information about
these endangered animals.
All sharks, skates and rays have
a skeleton made from cartilage (similar
to our ears and noses) rather than bone.
This material is much lighter and more
flexible than bone, but provides less
support when removed from the water.
While tagging in the water is therefore
preferred, it is also important to know
how to lift these animals without damaging them if necessary.
Correct tagging techniques are
crucial to ensure that the information is
gained without causing any harm to the

92

Mar - Apr 2019

Sea Deep provides free training and equipment to sea
anglers around the coast. The shark tagging courses
include best practice techniques to handle, tag and
record information about these endangered animals.

Sea Deep will provide a clearer picture of the sharks,
skates and rays around our coast... this information
can be used to secure stronger protection

How you can take part
First of all, visit the Sea Deep
website (hit the logo below)
for more information on the
tagging programme, including FAQs for sea anglers which
explain what happens to the
data collected and how fishing
marks are kept confidential.
What about the rest of
the family? You don’t have to be
a sea angler to help safeguard
the future of these threatened
animals. Sea Deep is also encouraging all coast lovers to

hunt for shark and skate egg
cases along the shore. Better
known as ‘mermaids’ purses’,
these cases can be identified
to the exact species that laid
them. This will provide important information on the different kinds of species in our seas
and where their spawning and
nursery grounds may be.
Using the records
from sea and shore, Sea Deep
will provide a clearer picture
of the sharks, skates and rays
around our coast. By working

with government officials, researchers and recreational
groups, this information can be
used to secure stronger protection and management measures that will allow space for
these damaged populations to
recover.
Find out more about Sea Deep
and how you can take part by
visiting seadeepni.org or by
sending us an email at
seadeep@ulsterwildlife.org

More info
A common skate being tagged as part of
the Sea Deep project. Ulster Wildlife offer
free advice, guidance and training to help
anglers do this themselves

Off the Scale magazine - Issue 27

93

7-spot ladybird

#otslookout

On the l

kout...

Some amazing wildlife to keep an eye out for when fishing this March, April & May

Large dark olive
Scientific name: Baetis rhodani

Familiar to any fly angler, the large dark olive (LDO
for short) is one of the earliest mayflies to appear,
hatching from February onwards. With adults up to 1”
long, these are the largest member of the Baetidae
family. They are among the most pollution tolerant of
all mayflies and are often found in great abundance.
The nymphs of LDOs are good swimmers and cling
onto stones in fast currents, feeding primarily on
algae. There are typically two generations
per year, overwintering nymphs emerge
in spring and a second generation
develops in the summer. Females
may lay up to 5000 eggs but, as
with all mayflies, LDOs mate
soon after emerging and then
die within a matter of hours.

Baetis rhodani nymph

Scientific name: Coccinella magnifica

In Ireland we have some 19 ladybird (or ladybug)
species and the 7-spot is the most common.
Colouration is usually red but can range from orange
to almost yellow. The distinctive spotted ladybird
pattern is a warning sign to other animals - these
insects do not taste nice! They can be found almost
anywhere there is food, which in this case are
aphids. Each 7-spot eats about 5500 aphids in its
life; 500 as a larva, 5000 as an adult. One of the
biggest threats to a ladybird larva is another ladybird
larva – cannibalism is common. Usually active from
March-October, they hibernate in cavities and hollow
plant stems, often in large groups. As a true beetle,
ladybirds are excellent flyers, with many migrating
thousands of miles from Europe to our shores each
spring.

Marsh marigold
Scientific name: Caltha palustris

A lover of wet, swampy, boggy ground often near
lakes and rivers, marsh marigold is a strikingly bright,
unmissable large yellow flower which blooms from early
March onwards until mid-summer. Along with its relative
lesser celandine (also yellow but much smaller), it is a
sure sign of spring. A member of the buttercup family,
the flower may reach to a height of 50cm or more on
hollow stems. Leaves are heart or kidney shaped. Marsh
marigold has a long history in Irish culture and in ancient
times was gathered to ward off evil spirits and fairies.

Beadlet anemone
Scientific name: Actinia equina

Chances are if you have ever looked into a seaside rockpool and seen
an anemone (a-nem-on-ee), it was one of these! Beadlet anemones
are one of the most common species around Irish and UK coasts,
found on every rocky shore. Anemones are close relatives of jellyfish
(cnidarians) and feed on crustaceans and small fish which they catch
via stinging tentacles. When the tide is out this anemone retracts its
tentacles and appears as a red-brown blob clung onto rocks. Beadlet
anemones can move (very slowly) and are highly territorial. They have
a ring of beautiful bright blue beads beneath their tentacles (called
acrorhagi) which are packed full of stinging cells. They use these
beads to fight off other anemones and defend their preferred patch.

“ Never does nature say one thing and wisdom another ”

Grey wagtail
Scientific name: Motacilla cinerea

Confusingly far more colourful than its name suggests,
the grey wagtail is a frequent sight along fast-flowing
rivers and streams where it feeds almost exclusively
on aquatic insects and invertebrates. They are also
occasionally seen along coasts and inland, even in some
towns, during the colder months. Like its cousins the pied
and yellow wagtails, this bird displays a characteristic
wagging or ‘flicking’ movement with its tail, never staying
still for long and often having its tail pointing up in the air.
They are one of the few birds which often nest under old
stone bridges along watercourses.

DECIMUS JUNIUS JUVENALIS (JUVENAL), ROMAN POET
THE SIXTEEN SATIRES (127 AD)
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“

“

I have fished through fishless
days that I remember happily
without regret.

96

Mar - Apr 2019

RODERICK HAIG-BROWN
A River Never Sleeps (1946)
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