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The last few weeks have been very difficult 
for the Irish coarse angling scene, to say 
the least, and, with my background in this 

discipline, I write in a sombre mood. Like so many 
Irish anglers, I am personally still in total shock at 
what has happened. It is a harrowing reminder of 
how fragile the aquatic world can be.

If you somehow missed the local and national 
media coverage of what occurred in Cork, what 
equates to the entire carp stock of Ireland’s best 
and most historic public carp fishery, The Lough 
in Cork City, has been wiped out this month 
(May) due to an outbreak of Carp Edema Virus 
(CEV). Another nearby carp fishery, Belvelly Lake 
in Cobh, has also suffered the same fate. All told, 
over  1,100 carp have died, all in the space of less 
than 3 weeks. The severity of these fish kills is 
almost unthinkable, and yet here we are. 

The carp scene in Ireland is very much still in it’s 
infancy, seriously lacking national management 
or development despite an increasing demand 
from Irish anglers. The events of this month have 
dealt an enormous blow to not just Cork but to 
Irish angling in general. However, we must move 
on and we must rebuild. We must learn from 
what has happened and come together to ensure 
the risk of something like this happening again is 
minimised. To this end, please see the full story 
in our Lowdown section as well as a Science 
bit article all about this relatively unknown and 
lethal carp virus on pg12.

To be completely honest with you, such was my 
own personal devotion to the Lough, and the Irish 
carp scene in general, it was touch and go as to 
whether this issue would even reach you! There is 
only so much one man can do, of course... Whilst  
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serious time constraints have meant it isn’t as 
good as I’d like, it is still a very good offering I feel!

There is a definite political slant in this issue; 
from Gary Robinson’s investigation into the 
real reasons for trout declines in the Owenriff 
catchment (Galway), to an excellent exposé 
on the deplorable salmon farming industry 
by Salmon Watch Ireland, to Geoff Cooper’s 
reports into a bizarre development on Lough 
Allen and, of course, the latest episode in the pike 
management saga...

Incredibly, at the same time the carp began to 
die in Cork, news broke that Minister Sean Kyne 
had launched  a new proposed bylaw (without 
Inland Fisheries Ireland consultation, by the way) 
to increase the numbers & sizes of pike legally 
allowed to be killed on our designated wild 
brown trout lakes. I would urge you to see our 
Lowdown snippet (and links) on this new bylaw. 
Public consultation ended May 25th. Let’s hope 
this law does not pass, for the sake of pike, Irish 
angling tourism and, of course, our wild brown 
trout stocks which continue to decline due to 
pollution and mis-management, not pike!

On a brighter,final note, we highlight a new line 
recycling scheme that has taken off big-time in 
the UK in recent months which really will make 
a very positive difference to the environment - 
perhaps we will see a similar scheme launch on 
our shores soon? 

Find all this plus much more in this issue!

Enjoy it and tight lines,

Acknowledgments
A massive thanks and well done to our issue 22 
contributors Peter Driver, John Murphy & Niall Greene, 
Steve Tapp & Viv Shears, Sidney Kennedy, Geoff Cooper, 
Steven Powell, Gary Robinson and Denis O Toole.

As always, thank you to each and every one of the 
people behind the scenes and to our advertisers for 
their continued support. And lastly, thank you to all 
our thousands of readers - you make all of this so 
worthwhile!

Please spread the word! Send emails and messages to 
friends, like and share us on social media, tell everyone 
you know about the great work here at Off the Scale 
magazine!

Let’s all cast a new eye on angling together... Previous 
page Contents

Next 
page

Ireland’s #1 
angling magazine

Editorial

offthescalemag

@ off_the_scale_magazine

@ offthescale_mag

Off the Scale magazine

editor@offthescaleangling.ie

www.offthescaleangling.ie

News, tips, advice, inspiration & so much more...

0302

http://www.facebook.com/offthescalemag
https://www.instagram.com/off_the_scale_magazine/
https://twitter.com/OfftheScale_mag
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYsXd9GP1SbaQOMPI0eiPTQ/videos
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYsXd9GP1SbaQOMPI0eiPTQ/videos
https://www.offthescaleangling.ie


May - June 2018 Issue 22

Casting a new 
eye on angling

Contents
Issue 22
May - June 2018

04 05

06 12 20 28 40

46 56 60 66 72

74



May - June 2018 Issue 22

DEADLY VIRUS CAUSES MASS FISH KILLS IN 
CORK CARP WATERS – THE FULL STORY

Ireland’s premier public carp water, the famous Lough in Cork 
City, was this month (May 2018) hit by an outbreak of Carp 
Edema Virus (CEV) causing mass mortalities with over 850 
carp now dead. A similar outbreak has also caused over 270 
carp to die at a nearby private carp fishery, Belvelly Lake near 
Cobh. These figures constitute essentially the entire stock of 
both lakes and the loss to Irish carp scene and coarse angling 
in general is huge.

On the weekend of 28-29th April, several carp (4-5) were 
observed by local anglers to be acting unusual in the Lough. 
The fish appeared to have some form of infection resembling 
low level fungal growths. Fungal or bacterial infections whilst 
not common do occasionally occur in carp populations, 
especially in the spring period. However, within a matter of 24 
hours some 150-200 (estimated) carp were seen to be acting 
lethargic, with some up near the surface and most grouping 
up in the margins of the urban public amenity. Initially, local 
anglers presumed this behaviour and evident stress to be 
related to a water quality issue, as has happened several 
times in recent years at the lake.

In the following few days more and more fish began to act 
extremely lethargic despite strong winds, favourable weather 
conditions and reasonably good oxygen levels. On Thursday 
3rd May many hundreds of carp were visibly covered in 
white patches resembling fungal infections and lethargy 
was so extreme that fish could be easily netted or lifted by 
hand out of the lake margins. Initially, some local anglers 
feared the infection to be “white spot” (a parasitic infection, 
aka Ichthyophthirius multifilius). Inland Fisheries Ireland 
(Macroom) were notified of the situation immediately and 
staff were on the scene within two hours. Urgent calls were 
made by members of the Cork Carp Anglers Club from the 
lake on Thursday afternoon to the Fish Health Unit of the 
Marine Institute (MI), the national reference laboratory for 
finfish diseases and the competent authority for fish health 
regulations in Ireland. Emergency health tests were fast-
tracked and early the next morning five moribund (clearly 
dying) carp ranging from 10-12lb were sent alive to the MI 
in Galway for testing. All angling and water-based activities 
were suspended indefinitely on the Lough with many 
other commercial and club carp waters across the country 
(including Northern Ireland)quickly following suit, closing on a 
precautionary basis.

On the evening of Thursday 3rd May the first casualties were 

recorded, with two carp c. 10lb dying. The next day, ten carp 
were removed dead, including one fish which had clearly 
been dead for several days. Saturday 5th saw a further 55 
dead carp removed by IFI staff. By the 10th May this figure had 
reached 450 carp and at the time of going to press the official 
number removed by IFI staff exceeds 850. 

In Belvelly Lake, similar symptoms (lethargic fish near the 
surface, unresponsive in the margins, covered in excess mucus 
and white fungal-like growths) were noticed on the 3rd May 
and the first few casualties occurred on Friday 4th. Live carp 
were sent for disease testing on the 8th May. Although the rate 
of infection/mortality observed was certainly lower than that 
of the Lough, at the time of publication some 270 carp have 
been removed dead from the fishery. Again, as with the Lough, 
this essentially equates to the entire stock of carp in the lake. 
No other fish species in the Lough (rudd, perch, gudgeon, 
eels) or Belvelly (tench, perch, eels, sticklebacks) died during 
the outbreak.

Marine Institute fish health experts confirmed that all samples 
were negative for Koi Herpes Virus before obtaining a positive 
result for Carp Edema Virus (CEV) in all samples on Thursday 
10th. CEV is a poxvirus, originating in the koi carp industry 
which has begun to spread to wild carp populations in recent 
years. The virus suppresses the immune system of the fish 
and encourages secondary bacterial, fungal and or parasitic 
infections. Indeed, the carp in both the Cork outbreaks were 
found to have excessive ectoparasite loads (Trichonid species) 
as well as fungal infections. CEV also causes severe damage 
to gill cells & filaments and infected fish invariably die of 
suffocation (anoxia).

DNA sequencing recently confirmed the virus to be CEV 
genotype 1, the so-called “carp strain” as opposed to 
genotype 2 which primarily affects ornamental koi carp. 
However, the origin of the outbreaks is unclear and likely to 
remain so. It appears most likely that anglers inadvertently 
transferred the virus (most probably on fishing/landing 
equipment) between the Lough and Belvelly, or vice versa. 
Which lake became contaminated first is uncertain.

The loss of the significant angling amenities of both the Lough 
and Belvelly is a huge blow to the Irish carp scene and coarse 
angling in general. The Lough has contained carp since 1954 
and has been the country’s most important carp fishery for 
over 50 years. Local revenue, especially surrounding the 
Lough, is likely to suffer significantly. Despite being very 
popular competition venues, the Inniscarra and Carrigadrohid 
reservoirs in Cork (which also contain stocks of carp) remain 
closed on a precautionary basis. Sean Long, Director IFI 
Macroom stated, “While we have not found any indication 
of this problem elsewhere, given the continued deaths of 
carp at the Lough and Belvelly, the suspension of angling 
will continue at Inniscarra and Carrigadrohid for at least the 
next 2 weeks i.e. until 31 May and monitoring of other [Cork] 
waters will continue”.

On the issue of biosecurity Dr. Jeff Fisher, Director of Marine 
Environment and Food Safety Service at the Marine Institute 
added, “Though the ultimate cause of the introduction of the 
disease agent into the loughs cannot be determined from 
current information, the loss of significant numbers of carp 
in these two lakes highlights the need for vigilance among 
anglers and other recreational users of Irish waters in the 
cleaning of their equipment and gear thoroughly after use, 
and also for the need for fishery owners and members of the 
public to be aware of the potential risk of transferring fish 
that may carry disease into the wild, and to never release 
ornamental fish into lakes or rivers.”

Bill Brazier, fish biologist and secretary of the Cork Carp 
Anglers club has been heavily involved with both outbreaks 
and central to the public media campaigns on the issue in 
recent weeks. “The total cost of the carp lost in the Lough 
now exceeds €230,000 based on current UK market prices 
[there is no supply of carp in Ireland currently]. The Belvelly 
stock, which is also basically wiped out, was worth approx. 
€60,000. The rapidity of spread of the virus and observed 
mortality rates have been nothing short of shocking and this 
is a serious wake up call to all anglers and fishery managers 
alike. Biosecurity must now be taken even more seriously by 
all.” 

Speaking about why these CEV outbreaks have been so 
damaging, he added, “The fact that both lakes have lost 
almost, if not, 100% of their carp stock in such a short space 
of time is largely down to a few factors. In the Lough, poor 
and declining water quality as well as gross-overstocking of 
carp not only facilitated the rapid spread of the virus through 
increased fish-to-fish contact but also exacerbated the 
severity of the outbreak through a combination of high stress, 
likely weaker-than-average immune systems and angling 
pressure. Despite being much smaller in size (1.6ha compared 
to 4.9ha) Belvelly also had a comparably high stock of carp, 
almost 170 carp per hectare, as per the Lough. High-stock, 
potentially high-stress environments are most at risk from 
any disease outbreak, including CEV, and sadly both these 
waters fitted this description.”

On where to go from here and looking to the future Mr. 
Brazier added, “The angling amenity value of both lakes is 
now completely gone. It is difficult to move on from such a 
catastrophe but we must now look towards rebuilding and 
ultimately restocking. First though, appropriate quarantine 
measures will need to be implemented on both lakes, with 
no angling. Other fish species will need to be disease-tested 
to see if they can act as carriers for Carp Edema Virus, as this 
element of the disease is as yet unknown. In respect of the 
Lough, there is a lot of major rehabilitation work to do before 
the lake is worth restocking, such as de-silting efforts and 
addressing the very poor water quality. Only then can we 
begin to think about restocking. We look forward to working 
with Inland Fisheries Ireland, Cork City Council and the 
Marine Institute on this”. 

Want to share your news with us? Think we’ve missed 
something that we should cover? Then drop us a message 
via social media or email on editor@offthescaleangling.ie 
# lowdownOtS
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NEW PIKE BYLAW PROPOSAL THREATENS PIKE, TROUT & IRISH ANGLING TOURISM

Sean Kyne, T.D., Minister of State at the Department of 
Communications, Climate Action and Environment, has 
given his intention to introduce the Designated Salmonid 
Waters Bye-Law for the seven designated wild brown trout 
fisheries, namely Loughs Corrib, Mask, Carra, Conn, Cullin, 
Sheelin and Arrow, and their tributaries.

This Bye-law provides for the designation of 
the waters and their tributaries to be managed 
primarily for the benefit of salmonid species.  
The proposed bylaw also introduces a daily 
bag limit of 4 pike in these waters of ANY size. 
The current national pike conservation bylaw 
no. 805 (2006) allows an angler to take just 
1 pike per day of a size less than or equal 
to 50cm and is cognisant of the fact that 
removing large adult pike reduces top-down 
predation on smaller pike, thus increasing 
pike numbers, causing ecological imbalance 
and increasing predation on other species, 
including brown trout.

There is now widespread outcry and fear 
that, if passed, this bylaw would not only 
cause further ecological damage to the 
seven designated trout lakes but also 
impart massive and added economic damage to Ireland’s 
highly lucrative pike and coarse angling tourism industry. 
There also exists significant opportunity for a legal loophole 
to be exploited should this be passed into law whereby 
nationwide confusion would exists as to how many and what 
size of pike an angler is legally allowed to take per day.

The scientific justification for this proposal is seemingly 
entirely lacking, leading many to question whether this move 
is simply to appease voters in Minister Kyne’s constituency of 
West Galway, where there happens to exist a small minority 
of anglers and lobbyists who feel pike are the root cause of 
trout declines and wish to remove all pike from lakes like 
Lough Corrib. Whilst all true anglers wish to see wild brown 
trout strictly protected and preserved, this should not be to 
the detriment of other native species who have co-existed 
alongside trout for centuries without ill-effect. 

Readers are reminded that pike were officially reclassified 
as native to Ireland in 2015 following in-depth, modern and 
independent genetics research carried out by Dr. Debbi 
Pedreschi at University College Dublin.

It is worth noting that Minister Kyne’s proposal contravenes 
and undermines the ongoing pike management review 
process between Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI), the Irish Pike 
Society (IPS) and the Irish Federation of Pike Angling Clubs 
(IFPAC). As reported in our last issue, incredibly both the Trout 
Anglers Federation of Ireland (TAFI) and National Anglers 

Representative Association 
(NARA) have chosen to leave this 
pike review.

The public consultation period for 
this new bylaw proposal CLOSED 
on May 25th (the day before the 
publication of this issue). Hopefully 
you sent your submission on the 
issue to the Minister. However, 
lobbying your local TD’s on the 
matter is still recommended. 
Incidentally, Minister Kyne is part of 
the Fine Gael party.

After last year’s invasion of pink (or 
humpback) salmon (Oncorhynchus 
gorbuscha) across much of northern 
Europe (see article here and here), experts 
were expecting far fewer to appear in 
2018. However, the first reported pink 
salmon has been reported (May 21st) by 
an angler fishing a southern Norwegian 
river.  Pink salmon have a very a strict 
two-year life cycle; the offspring produced 
in any particular autumn will return to 
spawn two years later. One consequence 
of this is that there are two distinct types 
of pink salmon: odd-year and even-year 
spawners.
 
Pink salmon are a non-native Pacific 
salmon species, introduced for food 
production to Russia from the late 
1950-90s. They have since spread from 
the rivers where they were originally 
stocked and are establishing breeding 
populations. As you may have read in 
previous issues of the magazine, last 
year pink salmon were widely reported 
across Scandinavia, Denmark, Iceland, 
France, the UK, Ireland and even as far 
away as Newfoundland. Although pink 
salmon all die after spawning (like all 5 
Pacific salmon species), there is much 
uncertainty surrounding the species 
and the exact impacts they will have on 
Atlantic salmon populations and the 
rivers in which they live.

Irish Water (IW) are pushing ahead with plans to 
divert water from the River Shannon to Dublin and the 
midlands, with the pipeline estimated to cost €1.3b. The 
scheme is promised to supply 40% of Ireland’s growing 
population with water from 2015 onwards and will see 
300 million litres of water abstracted daily from the 
Parteen basin in north Tipperary and pumped up to 
170km away. 

Many opposing the scheme are demanding to know 
why the aging, leaking – often Victorian - Dublin water 
pipe network is not being targeted for upgrades ahead 
of any such proposed scheme. Irish Water insists 
“demand cannot be met by fixing leaks alone”. Ireland’s 
leakage is high compared to other EU countries due to a 
combination of factors, including the age and condition 
of pipes, poor performance of certain pipe materials, 

soil conditions, length of the network and 
“lack of investment in water infrastructure 
over the past 150 years”. In the Greater 
Dublin Water supply area, 207 million litres 
of water are lost daily, over 2.5 times the 
daily use of Cork City.

Whilst there are obvious benefits to a 
secure water supply for so many people, 
as well as an opportunity for a greenway 
to be built alongside the pipeline, many 
conservationists and stakeholders fear that 
abstracting such large volumes from the 
Shannon will cause far more issues than 
it solves, especially in terms of large-scale 
environmental impacts due to lowering of 
water levels and changes to flow regimes.

FIRST PINK SALMON OF 
2018 CAUGHT IN NORWAY

IRISH WATER €1.3B SHANNON PIPELINE TO GO AHEAD?
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An international project that aims to acoustically track wild Atlantic salmon 
over the next two years has been launched in Scotland as part of efforts to halt 
the decline of the species. The initiative will be the largest acoustic project for 
salmon in Europe and will track smolts further than ever before.

The Atlantic Salmon Trust’s (AST) Missing Salmon Project hopes to discover 
why the fish is in such sharp decline. The marine survival of the wild salmon 
population has fallen by 70% in the last 25 years. The trust hopes to raise £1 
million via crowdfunding by the end of this year to support the project. 
If funding is secured, work will start next year in the Moray Firth, the route 
taken by 20 per cent of all salmon that leave the UK. The lessons learned 
from this study will provide valuable insights that are transferable to other 
populations of salmon.

The AST added, “There has been 
a vast amount of research carried 
out over the years and most of 
this has been valuable to give us 
an improved understanding of 
mortality factors into migrating 
Salmon. What it has not done is 
pursue with determination the 
process of assigning a value 
to suspects and therefore 
prioritising their importance. 
It is only by using an evidence 
based approach we will win the 
arguments.”

“We all know the major suspects and we can all have an uninformed argument 
with different groups to suggest what is going wrong. What we have failed to do 
is collate evidence with a value and then assign it to a suspect. It is only in this 
way that we can challenge the organisations and issues which are impacting on 
the survival of this iconic fish.”

To get involved, donate and help save one of our most iconic fish species, 

MISSING SALMON PROJECT LAUNCHED

CLICK HERE

CLICK HERE
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It is very sad to think there are still people who believe this treatment of pike will actually stop declining trout populations 
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https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/themissingsalmonproject/
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NOVEL PIKE LURE FISHING SET UP IMPROVES 
LANDING RATE & REDUCES HANDLING TIME

A new scientific study has recently proved how using a novel lure 
fishing set up for pike not only increases the ratio of hits to landed 
fish but also significantly reduces handling and unhooking time. 
The study was conducted by anglers (who are also biologists) 
fishing the Baltic Sea off Denmark and Germany over the 2013-2017 
period. 

Using over 760 pike contacts (strikes) at the lures in the study, 
landing rates increased from 45% of hits with normal lures (hooks 
fixed to bait) to an impressive 85% when the same lures were 
fished with the new release-mechanism. In other words, far less 
pike were lost when fishing with the release rig. Hooking time and 
extent of bleeding was significantly reduced when fishing with 
hardbaits ( jerkbaits) fished “release rig” style. 

Whilst many pike and predator anglers have begun to use similar 
rigging methods in recent years (e.g. the series of Line-thru lures 
from Savage Gear), this is the first time a study with empirical 
data has proven it to be more effective and better for the fish and 
therefore this makes the study a landmark in catch & release pike 
angling conservation and management circles.

The rigging technique has been dubbed the “release rig” as the 
trace (supporting the usual pair of treble hooks) is semi-fixed to 
the lure on the cast and retrieve but separates when a fish strikes 
and shakes its head. The lure then slides away from the fish up 
the trace, shifting the centre of gravity of the set up away from 
the hook hold, meaning the hooks are far more likely to stay in 
position in the fish’s mouth. 

Another theory proved during the study was that the release 
rig allows the use of much smaller hooks (4 to 5 sizes less) 
than traditional lure set ups. Large hooks need more power to 
penetrate and hence may reduce landing rates. Shorter hook 
points (measured as distance from point to backside of barb) of 
small hooks means they can more easily achieve a hook hold with 
the barb sinking into the thin soft layer of tissue on top of the 
hard bony jaws in the mouth of the pike compared to large hooks. 
Smaller hooks are also sharper for their size and, of course, are 
prone to cause less damage than larger ones.

Incidentally, this was an independent scientific study and was not 
sponsored by a fishing tackle company so it seems there really is 
something in this! The paper is well worth a read for any predator 
fans out there.

REVIEW OF TRAWLING ACTIVITY INSIDE THE 6 MILE ZONE 

On May 15th the Minister for Agriculture, 
Food and the Marine, Michael Creed 
T.D, launched a public consultation 
on trawling within the 6 nautical mile 
coastal zone. This consultation is 
taking place after a number of concerns 
were raised by stakeholders regarding 
the level of trawling (especially from 
large boats) inside the 6nm zone. The 
topic has been the subject of scientific 
and economic reports by the Marine 
Institute (MI) and Bord Iascaigh Mhara 
(BIM) and preliminary engagement 
with fisheries representative groups. 
Department sources have indicated 
that inshore fishermen would welcome 
restrictions.

Minister Creed said, “This Government 
has committed to the development 
of the inshore sector in the current 
Programme for a Partnership 
Government. The programme identifies 

a number of methods for supporting the 
sector, such as ensuring smaller inshore 
boats are given new opportunities for 
commercial fishing”.

The Minister added, “I want to support 
new initiatives that will strengthen the 
economic and social underpinning 
of our valuable coastal and island 
communities. This consultation provides 
an opportunity to examine the case 
for giving priority access to our inshore 
vessels within the 6 mile coastal zone 
and in addition better support the eco-
system in inshore waters”.

The Minister has prepared a formal 
paper, with advice from the MI and BIM, 
to aid the consultation process. The 
consultation paper sets out possible 
measures and their potential impacts. 
“This consultation ensures that the 
diverse interests of all stakeholders 

are heard and considered, so that any 
possible measures introduced will be 
both fair and balanced”.

The consultation period ends June 
11th and a  paper entitled ‘Trawling 
Activity inside the 6 Nautical Mile Zone’, 
along with referenced reports and 
analysis, are available on the Public 
Consultations page of the Department’s 
website.

IRELAND WORST IN EU FOR OVERFISHING - AGAIN

Ireland has again topped the league 
table of worst offenders for the 
promotion of overfishing in the North 
East Atlantic, according to a new report, 
and is undermining international 
efforts to restore fish stocks to 
sustainable levels, according to a report 
by the London-based New Economics 
Foundation (NEF).

Ireland’s decision in late 2017 “to 
once again push for fishing quotas 
which ignore scientific advice is 
undermining efforts to end overfishing 
by 2020” under the Common Fisheries 
Policy (CFP), concluded the report’s 
author, senior NEF researcher Griffin 
Carpenter. For 2017, Total Allowable 
Catches (TAC) in the North Atlantic 
Ireland exceeded TACs by 17.8% (or 
31,127 tonnes). Incidentally the next 
worst offenders were the UK, exceeding 
TACs at 15% followed by Belgium at 
8.2%. 

NEF conducts research on sustainable 
economics and has been analysing the 
outcomes of closed-door negotiations 
to set quotas by fishing ministers of 
EU member states. It evaluates total 
allowable catches (TAC) against the 
latest scientific advice.

Despite ongoing conservation efforts 
which are supported by Ireland, nearly 
half of assessed fish stocks in the North 
Sea are over-exploited, while seven out 
of every 10 quotas set across EU waters 
between 2001 and 2017 were above 
scientific advice, previous NEF analysis 
found.

Ireland’s continued push for over-
fishing and financial greed is short-
sighted in the extreme and will only 
cause further widespread ecological 
damage to all marine life, as well as 
long-term economic damage to the 
fishing sector.

A new smartphone app called 
“Barrier Tracker” has been 
launched by AMBER, a European 
initiative of scientists, hydropower 
and non-profit organisations. The 
aim is to get an accurate picture of 
the true number of fish migration 
barriers in European rivers.

Researchers have found that the 
number of barriers recorded in 
existing databases only amounted 
to 3% of the total number of river 
barriers in Europe and that on 
average there is up to one barrier 
in every kilometre of river. It 
is now hoped that the citizen 
science approach can help fill 
in the gaps and 
ultimately improve 
management of our 
rivers for anglers 
and wildlife alike.

The app is free on 
both the App Store 
and Google Play.

CLICK HERE

2018 Bursell and Arlinghaus

Photo credit: Bill BrazierPair trawling in Kenmare Bay

CLICK HERE

CLICK HERE

NEW APP TO RECORD 
FISH BARRIERS
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bitMAKING THE COMPLICATED SIMPLE

Two of Ireland’s premier carp waters have recently been wiped out by 
a deadly outbreak of Carp Edema Virus (CEV), killing over a thousand 
adult fish. What is this relatively new fish disease, how does it affect 

fish and how can we as anglers prevent further spread?

Carp Edema 
Virus (CEV)

Unlike most freshwater species, 
carp (Cyprinus carpio) have 
been intensively farmed and 

managed for centuries, principally 
for food and also in more modern 
times for recreational angling 
and pet hobbyists. Consequently, 
as with most cultivated species, 
various diseases and pathogens 
have developed which primarily 

impact only carp. Perhaps the 
most notorious of these is Koi 
Herpes Virus (KHV), a highly 
contagious disease which causes 
rapid mortalities (above 16°C) by 
seriously compromising the fish’s 
immune system and gill function. 
Spring Viraemia of Carp (SVC) is 
another major carp virus which also 
causes high death rates through 

major organ and gill damage. To 
date, there is no vaccine to treat 
either KHV or SVC.

WHAT IS CEV AND WHERE DOES 
IT COME FROM?

Although first recorded in the 
Japanese koi (ornamental) carp 
industry as far back as 1974, Carp 

Edema Virus (CEV) is one of the 
most recent carp diseases to impact 
farmed and wild populations of 
normal common carp on a global 
scale. CEV is a type of poxvirus also 
known as “koi sleepy disease” given 
the tendency of infected fish to 
become unusually lethargic.
 The first outbreak of CEV 
in Europe was described in 2009 
(koi  carp in Belgium, via Israel) and 
has since been confirmed in koi 
in France, Germany, Netherlands, 
Austria, Czech Republic, Italy, 
Ireland and Poland, although 
the true extent of the virus is still 
unknown. In the UK, initial reports 
of the disease were also from 
ornamental koi. However, in 2012 
CEV was detected in recreational 
English carp fisheries and at much 
lower water temperatures (6-
9°C) than previously seen in koi 
aquaculture (15-20+°C). Similar 
cold-water outbreaks have also 
been observed in Austria. Last 
spring (2017) saw one of England’s 

most 
renowned 
carp fisheries, 
Walthamstow 
Reservoirs 
in London, suffer a large fish 
kill (over 600 carp) due to a CEV 
outbreak. In May of this year (2018), 
the first outbreak of CEV in a wild 
Irish population was confirmed in 
the Lough, Cork City and Belvelly 
Lake near Cobh (more on this later).
 Research using DNA 
sequencing has identified two 
major strains or genotypes of the 
virus; genotype 1 primarily affects 
common carp, whilst genotype 2 

On a microscopic level, gill damage 
from CEV infection is often severe and 
fish become less active, lethargic and in 
almost all cases ultimately die of  anoxia

Above: 
A carp’s gills showing sign of severe damage 
due to a CEV infection 

Right:
CEV originated in the koi carp industry but 
has now spread to common carp (different 
varieties of the same species)

Koi is the Japanese word for carp 
but when referring to ornamental 
carp the term is nishikigoi (pron. 
nee-shee-kee-goy) - “nishiki” 
loosely translating as brocaded 
or richly patterned. When these 
words are combined the k of koi 
becomes a g. Unlike the rest of 
the world, in Japan koi refers to 
normal carp only.

What does koi mean?

12 13
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is typically found in populations 
of koi. Recently (2016) a third virus 
genotype has been identified in 
Polish carp and koi farms which 
has characteristics of both strains. 
Incidentally, experimental research 
also shows that CEV genotype 1 can 
also infect koi and genotype 2 can 
also transfer to carp. 

WHAT ARE THE SYMPTOMS?

The most consistent behavioural 
sign of CEV infection is pronounced 
lethargy and unresponsiveness, 
with fish often lying near the surface 
or on the bottom of the tank or 
pond for long periods, as if sleeping. 
In koi aquaculture, the disease 
occurs between 15 and 25°C, with 
mortality often reaching 75-100%. 
Death is quicker (2-3 days) at higher 
temperatures. In the wild, common 
carp can contract outbreaks at 
much lower water temperatures 
(6-10°C) with the disease more 
protracted and mortality rates often 
lower. 
 Characteristic signs of 
CEV infection include swelling 
(edema) of the body as well as 
over-production of mucus on the 
skin and gills (appearing as white, 
fungal-like patches). Other signs 
can include sunken eyes, anorexia, 
ulcers around the mouth and the 
base of fins, pale swollen gills and 
inflammation of the anal vent. On a 
microscopic level, gill damage from 
CEV infection is often severe and 
fish become less active, lethargic 
and in almost all cases ultimately 
die of anoxia (suffocation).

 Parasitic, fungal, bacterial 
and other viral infections are 
frequently reported alongside 
cases of CEV and are often 
initially mistaken for the cause of 
unusual behaviour or mortality. 
These secondary infections 
suggest that carp with CEV are 
immunocompromised (as with Koi 
Herpes Virus). Other factors such as 
poor health and condition of the 
fish, as well as poor water quality 
largely influence the severity of 
secondary infections. 
 Under more normal 
circumstances, at lower stocking 
rates and in better water quality, 
carp mortality from CEV may be 
relatively low. In fact, there is some 
evidence to suggest that the well-

documented Spring Carp Mortality 
Syndrome (SCMS) - which affected 
many English carp fisheries in the 
1980s and 1990s by causing high-
profile but low-level mortalities 
- may have actually been caused 
by CEV. Indeed, CEV-like viral DNA 
has been extracted from historical 
samples of fish whose deaths were 
attributed to SCMS.
 Koi breeders have routinely 
used salt baths (0.5%) to manage 
CEV symptoms. Whilst salt baths 
reduce stress levels and slow down 
the spread of the virus, it does not 
cure it. As with other notable carp 
diseases such as KHV and SVC, 
there is no cure or vaccine available 
for Carp Edema Virus. 

VIRUS TRANSMISSION

As this is a relatively new disease 
among wild (non-farmed) 
populations, there are still many 
unknowns surrounding Carp 
Edema Virus. Poxviruses like CEV 
are most commonly transmitted 
by direct fish-to-fish contact, via 
contaminated materials/substances 
or by arthropod vectors such as 
fish lice. Water is likely to be the 
main abiotic (non-living) vector 
for transmission especially as 
viruses are likely to be released by 
detachment from the gills. Bird-
eating species such as herons and 
cormorants may be able to carry 
the virus to other water bodies but 
again this is unclear at the present 
time.
 There is also a current lack 
of knowledge with regards the role 

of other fish species as carriers or 
vectors for the virus. CEV has not 
been described in any other fish 
species to date apart from carp 
and it is as yet unknown whether 
other cyprinid (carp family) species 
such as tench, rudd, bream etc.) 
can serve as a host for the virus. 
Although not infected themselves, it 
is known that other fish species can 
be carriers for different viruses such 
as KHV. 
 The transfer of the virus 
from infected carp to other 
naïve (uninfected) carp is also 
poorly understood at present. 
Experimental studies have 
confirmed that transmission 
can occur within 6 hours (koi to 
common carp) and clinical signs 
of infection can be visible within 
3-7 days. Mortalities are recorded 
as occurring within as little as five 

Right: 
A carp from the Lough, Cork in the early 
stages of the recent CEV outbreak showing 
classic secondary parasitic infection (white 
dots) with excess mucus

Below right:
An obvious tell-tale sign. CEV-infected carp 
demonstrating extreme lethargy, remaining 
largely unresponsive and unusually close to 
the margins during broad daylight (Credit: 
Craig Murphy)

Above:
Disease outbreaks are usually very evident. 
The excess mucus (slime) and fungal 
infection on these carp from Bevlelly lake, 
Cobh are unmissable

Below:
Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI) officers 
removing just some of the 850+ carp from 
the Lough, Cork City which died from a CEV 
outbreak (Credit: Dennis Minihane)

Whilst salt baths reduce stress levels 
and slow down the spread of  the virus, 
it does not cure it. As with other notable 
carp diseases there is no cure or 
vaccine available for Carp Edema Virus
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Funds are needed to purchase replacement carp for The Lough, Cork City following a total stock wipe out (850+ carp, worth over 
€230,000) due to a Carp Edema Virus (CEV) outbreak in May 2018. The Lough has been unquestionably Ireland’s premier FREE public 
carp fishery for over 50 years and it now needs to be restored to former glories for all to enjoy for generations to come. 

There needs to be rebuilding and rehabilitation works on the lake to address major water quality and siltation issues, as well as a virus 
quarantine period before any carp can be restocked, but this will be funded elsewhere (Cork City Council etc.). This campaign is to raise 
money for replacement carp stock only.  Be aware that this is a long term plan and any funds raised may very well not come into effect for 
several years (hopefully sooner, obviously).

Given the lack of a national carp supply in Ireland, the aim is to purchase certified disease-free carp stock from Neil Hardy Aquatica Ltd., 
England (as per other Irish fisheries) under licence with the cooperation of Cork City Council, Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI) and the Marine 
Institute (MI). Fish will be purchased at a size that will both minimise time needed for them to grow and provide good angling value once 
more but which will also preserve the Lough’s  qualifying status as a specimen & record angling water - this means stocking carp under 

the existing Irish Specimen Fish Committee (ISFC) specimen weight of 
13lbs (5.9kg). Fishing at this public amenity will remain FREE for all 
following this restocking event.

Please note that not all fish lost in this CEV outbreak will be replaced, as 
the lake was grossly over-stocked. A figure in or around 200 adult fish 
will still create a very good fishery and will allow for optimum growth and 
development.

At this time it is unclear exactly how much public/angler funding will be 
needed for this restocking plan (possibly 100%) but suffice it to say, it 
won’t be cheap! However, if any of us ever want to ever fish the Lough 
again for carp then we need to work together as a community and dig as 
deep as we can!

We are asking all anglers who have fished the Lough in the past or who wish to fish the Lough in the future to try your best to donate €50 
minimum, although anything is welcome! This is a very small price to pay for a lifetime of free fishing at the country’s premier public carp 
water. Cork Carp Anglers club members (myself included) will be paying far more than their fair share, by the way. 

In the event that the restocking cannot take place due to unforeseen events, politics or an absence of necessary redevelopment works 
on the lake, all funds donated will be returned to the respective donors or, alternatively, given towards another Irish angling-related cause 
- the choice will be entirely yours if that situation arises. This entire campaign will be fully transparent and 100% of funds will go towards 
purchasing replacement stock.

Thank you very much for your support!

Bill Brazier, 

on behalf of the Cork Carp Anglers club 
(helping to manage the Lough for the benefit of all anglers)

Cork carp 
restocking fund

DONATE NOW
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The possibility of  transmission is 
greatly increased in over-crowded 
environments with high abundances 
of  fish and the likelihood of  mass 
mortalities is also greatly increased 
in such situations

days. More recently, a German study 
demonstrated that certain common 
carp strains appear to have greater 
natural resistance to CEV than 
others, with some not contracting 
the infection at all. 
 Latency (the amount of 
time a virus can lay dormant in a 
host) has not been well described 
to date in poxviruses in general and 
there is some indication that carp 
surviving CEV outbreaks may cease 
to act as carriers after a certain 
period. In one particular study 
(Adamek et al., 2017) CEV-surviving 
carp did not develop persistent 
sub-clinical infections and did not 
pass on the virus to uninfected carp 
during subsequent testing. On the 

contrary, another experiment to 
assess the transmission of the virus 
following a CEV outbreak found 
that all new carp stocked one year 
later alongside CEV-survivors died. 
Transmission and pathogenicity 
of CEV may depend largely on 
the stress levels and health of the 
individual fish/population, as well 
as their genetics. Clearly more study 
is needed.
 As with all fish diseases, 
stress, nutrition and water quality 
play major roles in the probability 
and severity of an outbreak. 
The possibility of transmission 
is greatly increased in over-
crowded environments with 
higher abundances of fish and 

the likelihood of mass mortalities 
is also greatly increased in such 
situations. High stocking rates 
also usually mean that fish will be 
more stressed and have naturally 
lowered immune system responses, 
which greatly increases not only the 
chance of infection but also death 
from the virus. Adamek et al. (2016) 
suggested possible stress-related 
reactivation of a persistent CEV 
infection. If a disease outbreak is 
suspected, then immediate removal 
of fish showing disease signs will 
minimise disease transmission in 
the population although, as stated 
above, initial diagnosis of CEV 
may be difficult or incorrect due to 
secondary infections. Given that the 

virus can also likely be waterborne, 
removal of infected fish is likely to 
slow down transmission rather than 
prevent it.
 A further knowledge gap 
concerns persistence of the virus 
in the aquatic environment, risk 
of recurrence of infection and 
the possible trigger events that 
promote disease outbreaks. 
Without sensitive and reliable 
diagnostic methods to detect 
sub-clinical carrier fish, absence 
of the disease cannot be routinely 
determined and therefore CEV-free 
areas cannot be easily documented. 
When virus-free areas and batches 
of fish cannot be identified to a high 
degree of certainty, legislation is 
of little use to control and prevent 
incursion of a viral disease. As such, 
CEV is currently not a notifiable 
disease under the EU Fish Health 
Directive, although the highly 
specific and sensitive quantitative 
PCR protocol developed to improve 
CEV detection in koi by Adamek et 
al. (2016) may change this listing 
status in the future.

CEV OUTBREAKS IN IRELAND 

In May 2018, Carp Edema Virus was 
confirmed in samples of moribund 
(dying) carp from both the Lough, 
Cork City and Belvelly Lake, Cobh, 
two of Ireland’s premier recreational 
carp fisheries. This was the first 
reported case of CEV in the wild in 
Ireland. At the time of publication, 
these outbreaks have caused mass 
carp mortalities resulting in a near 
total wipe-out of stocks in both 

waters. The death of 850+ and 200+ 
carp in both waters, respectively, 
occurred within a two week period 
(from first clinical signs to death). 
As is characteristic for CEV, no other 
fish species in either lake have been 
affected. 
 DNA sequencing by the Fish 
Health Unit of the Marine Institute 
confirmed that these outbreaks 
were caused by genotype 1 of the 
virus (the so-called “carp strain”), 
which is typically associated 
with common carp (not koi) 
populations. The exact origin or 
vector for the virus to enter either 
lake is unknown. Both lakes remain 
closed (at time of publication, 
late May) to all angling and water-
based activities as a precautionary 
measure to prevent viral spread 
to other waterbodies. To date, no 
other CEV outbreaks have been 
confirmed or suspected in any other 
Irish fishery.
 It is worth noting that both 
infected waters were very highly 
stocked with carp prior to the 
outbreak (both > 150 adult carp 
per hectare), providing optimal 
conditions for a viral outbreak, 
i.e. high fish-to-fish contact rates, 
elevated stress levels through 
competition for food and angling 
pressure, likely lowered immune 
systems etc. Poor water quality 
is also thought to have played a 
large role in the severity of the CEV 
outbreak in the Lough, Cork City, in 
particular. Outbreaks in both waters 
also featured secondary infections 
from ectoparasites (Trichodina 
species) and fungal growths.

THE FUTURE...

As CEV continues to spread across 
Europe and the globe, this is 
probably not the last time you 
will hear of it. The irreversible 
damage it can do to a fishery or 
farm in a very short space of time 
is alarming. Other than carefully 
managing stock and stress levels, 
what can be done to prevent this 
virus? Biosecurity is key, given 
that CEV spreads by fish-to-fish 

contact, through water and also via 
contaminated materials such as 
nets and weigh slings. All anglers, 
and water users in general, need to 
be responsible and remain vigilant. 
Any wet gear must be cleaned 
(disinfected) with hot water and 
then (most importantly) thoroughly 
dried in sunshine to remove all 
moisture and traces of a possible 
virus contamination. To prevent 
this or a similar type of outbreak 
happening again, all water users 
must do this both before and after 
every single trip to the water. See 
the next page for further guidance 
and recommendations on how you 
can do your part to stop the spread 
of fish diseases.

Bill Brazier

Top right: 
A Trichonid species parasite taken from 
a dorsal fin scrape of a CEV-infected 
carp. Secondary infections such as this 
usually result due to lower immune 
responses caused by CEV (Credit: 
Marine Institute)

Left:
Just some of the 200+ carp mortalities 
due to CEV at Belvelly lake, Cobh. From 
first clinical signs to death of most of 
the stock took less than two weeks
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As a passionate river angler 
I have found myself over 
the last number of years 

relying too much on my euro style 
nymphing techniques. There is 
always some water or glides that 
really challenge this method and 
you know that if you were sharper 
at other methods you would have 
simply caught more fish. So, this 
article is going to outline the core 
principles of another method 
of nymphing that can be just a 
devastating as euro nymphing, if 
fished correctly – the dry dropper.
  This method has been 
around for quite a long time and 
takes on several names including 
“klink & dink” and “New Zealand 
style”. However, I like to call it dry 
dropper. This name describes best 
how I find it should be set up, well 
for me anyway. I am no expert in 
this form of fly fishing but I have 
spent a lot of time over the last few 
years trying to better myself at it 
and I have learned a lot about how 
to fish it effectively along the way. 

To begin let’s first address the set 
up used to best present this to 
the trout. The majority of anglers 
would choose a 9ft #5 weight rod for 
fishing a dry dropper, just as I did 
for years. I found it was productive 
enough but recently I have moved 
to a 10ft #2 to add an extra little 
dimension to my presentation 
for certain water and fish I have 
encountered. I will come back 
to that in a little bit but first let’s 
look at the leaders, lengths and 
dimensions that will help you cast 
this rig and assist accuracy.  
 I tend to use a short 
aggressive taper dry leader (which 
I make myself), usually around 
12ft long. The aggression in the 
leader allows me to cast much more 
easily with accuracy and has much 
better control when there’s wind 
around. Casting a dry dropper rig 
can be difficult with the weight of 
a tungsten bead swinging from the 
end of the leader. From here I will 
add some tippet, generally around 
0.10 or 0.12 in diameter to the dry 
fly - this length will depend on the 
wind and the water I am going to 
fish but on average its around 3-4ft. 

Peter Driver is an expert 
fly tyer, angling coach, 
Irish international angler 
and owner of the Piscari 
Fly company. He loves 
passing on his wealth of 
knowledge 

THE SET UP

Fish the dry dropper effectively
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From here I will add another section of lighter 
tippet which will be for my nymph; the diameter 
here is normally 0.08 tippet. I always tie the dry fly 
on a short dropper as I find that I catch more fish 
when the fly is on a dropper rather than attaching 
tippet to the bend of the hook to connect the dry 
fly to the nymph.  This also allows me to change 
my dry fly if I need to match the hatch. 
 The distance between the dry and nymph 
is crucial for this method to be effective. I have a 
general rule to begin with where the distance is 
the depth of the water (your best guess) plus half 
that again to the nymph, from the dry fly. I can 
adjust it several times before I get the depth just 
right for the fish. 
 I always grease up my leaders with red 
Mucilin to the dry fly and may do so several times 
throughout the day. This makes sure that my 
entire leader is sitting on the surface so that when 
I strike I have little water resistance to dull the 
connection to the nymph that may be 3-4ft under 
the dry. You must be able to set that hook quickly 
before the fish spits out the nymph! But it’s not 
all about catching on the nymph, as the dry fly 
also has the ability to take plenty of trout and it is 
worth your time considering your dries not just for 
visibility but also for their catching ability. It is my understanding that for most anglers 

fishing this set up the dry fly has three 
fundamental functions: 

1)  it must float well,
2)  you must be able to see it and
3)  it must be able to support the weight of   
     the nymph or nymphs below 

But there is another one I would like to add to 
that and this is; it must be able to catch fish! For 
some anglers a lot of the emphasis when it comes 
to the dry fly or indicator flies are the first three 
components and they sacrifice the important 
aspect of the dry actually catching fish.
  There are occasions where I am actually 
using the nymph to improve my chances of 
catching more fish on the dry fly. If I am on a 
section of water that has several pockets and fast 
streams all around I will use the nymph to hold 
up or anchor the dry fly in the pockets a bit longer 
before the current sweeps it away, hence allowing 
that extra second or two for the fish to attack the 
fly on the surface.  
 I have two styles of dry that I turn to when 
fishing this way; klinkhammers and parachutes. 
Some anglers will use sedges or stimulators, 
among others. Once the four above principles of 
the dry fly are addressed you can use pretty much 
whatever you want on the hook but for me it is 
these two styles of dries I find most suitable. While 
the body and hackle of the fly is crucial to attract 
and catch the fish, the post is the  component 
that allows you to see the dry and hence detect 
the takes on the nymph.  I generally use Para 
Post material for the stalk and several colours 

for different light conditions and water colours. I 
normally treat the post of this dry with Water Shed 
to help it float for longer periods of time. This also 
makes it easier to dry it off with less false casts. 
 I often get asked what dry I use for my set 
up when fishing this way, and often this comes 
from anglers who are either struggling to see 
their dry, perhaps it’s not sitting right for them or 
maybe they are not catching fish with the ones 
they are using. Below is one of the dries I find 
that ticks all the above boxes. This dry pattern 
will account for 15% of fish caught on the dry 
dropper most days I use it. It is highly visible, 
floats extremely well and sure as hell catches 
fish! I would suggest you have a selection of sizes 
and colours in your box to suit the conditions 
and requirements on the day. On different days 
you may need larger ones to support two or 
more heavier nymphs and on other days the one 
different coloured post could be more visible than 
the other.

Now that we have the right dry selected let’s turn 
our attention to the nymph or nymphs. Doubling 
up on the nymphs is also a good option on this 
set up. Often when you are fishing slow deep 
water, a small nymph can take too long to reach 
its target zone on the bottom so a second nymph 
on a longer leader can help it get down quicker 
and for longer during the drifts. This can be a 
little more difficult to cast and you will have to 
open up your casting loops to allow for the extra 
weight and prevent tangles but it can be worth the 
effort. Selecting the right nymph or nymphs can 
then hugely increase you catch rate. For example, 
fishing an emerger pattern as the top nymph will 
catch any fish feeding in the mid rift of a swim. 
I can use a variety of nymphs under the dry fly and 
choosing it will all depend on the fish, river, time 
of year and hatch at any given time. The weight in 
the fly will also depend on the pattern and the size 
of the nymph I think will be most effective. 
 There are times, however, when I will 
choose a standard hook over say the likes of a 
jig hook nymph. The jig hook nymph will hang 
under the dry with the hook up in the water off 

I always tie the dry fly on a short

dropper as I find that I catch more

fish when the fly is on a dropper

rather than attaching tippet to the

bend of the hook

There are occasions where I am

actually using the nymph to

improve my chances of catching

more fish on the dry fly

THE DRY FLY

A bright post 
allows you to 
detect takes on 
your nymphs

A fat brownie 
which fell to a 
nymph under a 
dry dropper

Hook: Dohiku 611 from size 12 to 14 
Thread: Fine strong Silk 
Post: Pink or Orange Para wing 
Rib: Fine Pearl Tinsel 
Body dubbing: Natural Hares Ear 
Hackle: Grizzle Cock Hackles 
Thorax: Mixed natural hare’s ear, gold lite 
bright, purple dubbing and red light brite, 
all blended in a coffee blender. 

THE NYMPHS

A recent river 
fish taken on a 
dry anchored 
in position by a 
heavy nymph
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the bottom and if I am fishing a river with a weedy 
bed I may choose this hook pattern so that I have a 
less chance of snagging constantly while drifting. 
If I am fishing the nymph in water where the fish 
are either off the bottom or in deep water then I’ll 
go with standard hooks so the nymph will hang 
vertically under the dry, looking more natural to 
the fish.  
 It is very important when you make your 
cast that the nymph lands out behind or directly 
upstream and in contact with the dry fly - no slack 
between the flies.  I have often seen fish attack 
that nymph immediately when it hits the water 
and if you have slack between the flies you won’t 
know a thing about it. It is this contact between 
the flies that you must maintain at all times for 
this method to be effective, and for you to notice 
the subtle take that can occur regularly while 
fishing.  

A key point to note on improving your catch rate is 
to remember that the dry doesn’t have to disappear 
or sink to indicate a take; a slight, unnatural 
movement can be an indication that a fish has 
picked up your nymph and you must strike. A lot 
of anglers fail to witness these little movements 
of their dries and are missing fish takes all the 
time. The high visibility of the dry, its bright posts 
and fishing the set up in close proximity to you 
will help in spotting these tell-tale signs of a take. 
I find it is always better to strike when in doubt 
rather than to continue the drift and question “I 
wonder if that was a fish?”
 While some takes can be obvious and 
aggressive, I like to use dries that are as sensitive 
as possible, meaning that the slightest impedance 
of the nymph in its drift will indicate a take 
through the dry fly. Sometimes using flies which 
are too big and buoyant can mean you might not 
be getting signs of a fish (just like float fishing for 
other species), so it can be good to use smaller 
dries that have just enough ability to hold up your 
nymphs. It is also important when fishing to keep 
the slack from the tip of your rod to the dry fly so 
when you do get the take you can connect quickly 
to your nymph or dry fly and set that hook. I 
would normally be quite aggressive in my strikes 
with the dry dropper set up and, depending on 
where and when I am fishing, it can involve a lot 
of work and concentration to get all the factors 
right to maximise your catch.

There are no rules as such; I fish this set up 
anywhere it’s going to catch me fish, be it fast 
water or slow glides. I will however adjust my 
set ups to suit different water types but this 
approach can be productive in all types of water. 
Having said that, there are a few things worth 
remembering wherever you fish the dry dropper. 
I like to fish the set up as close to me as possible. 
This prevents spooking (lining) fish by casting any 
distance away from my position, allows me greater 
control over the drift of the rig and gives me quick 
and constant contact for the strike. The closer it is 
to me the easier I can see the little takes that you 
wouldn’t notice at 40 feet away.   
 While there are occasions where you 
may need to cast it some distance in clear, low, 
still tail-waters, having close control could be the 
difference between catching and not. There are 
even times where I will fish this method similar 
to the style of euro nymphing. This backs up a 
point I made earlier about using a 10ft #2 rod. 
With the casting ability of this rod I don’t need fly 
line (or at least very little) to present my set up to 
the desired location and it has a forgiving tip to 
allow aggressive fish to be lifted out on fine tippets 
without line breakages.

THE TAKES

Getting your 
dry fly size right 
is crucial to 
detect takes

Use dries that are as sensitive as

as possible, meaning that the slightest

impedance of the nymph in its drift

will indicate a take through the dry fly

WHEN & WHERE TO FISH
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 Also, having a 10ft rod plus the reach 
of my arm means I can place the two flies into 
pockets quite a distance away and hold them there 
for as long as the fish need to be encouraged to 
take either of them; casting at distance won’t allow 
me this level of control. As I’ve said, there is a time 
when you do need to cast away from your position 
and when I am fishing larger rivers with long and 
wide streams this method is a good way to search 
the blind water in front of you for pods of fish. 
 You can cover a lot of water fishing the dry 
dropper and you don’t always have to cast directly 
upstream either. There are days when casting to 
the side across the stream can be more productive 
than directly up stream. A simple casting mend or 
reach cast will allow your nymph plenty of time 
to get down and your dry to travel drag-free for 
as long as you need it to. I also find dry dropper 
effective when fishing across and downstream. 
Mending the line allows the nymph to sink and 
then allowing a short drag from the current will 
cause the nymph to rise through the water often 
enticing a take from a following fish. The drag of 
the dry on the surface for this short period can 
grab the attention of lazy fish also, and another 
quick mend will start the process all over again. 
 Over all the dry dropper approach to 
catching fish is a very versatile approach and 
with plenty of practice on different waters 
and adjusting your set ups you can have a very 
productive and enjoyable day’s fishing. Focus on 
the core principals of this method and you will 
never be far wrong, but do experiment and try out 
some little tweaks to hit that sweet spot where you 
are doubling up on fish on the nymph and dry at 
the same time!

Peter Driver  

I like to fish the set up as close to me as

possible. This prevents spooking fish by

casting... allows me greater control over

the drift of the rig and gives me quick

and constant contact for the strike

I find that a 
10ft 2# is about 
perfect for the 
dry dropper

I’ll never tire of 
catching these 
little fellas!

One of the 
secrets to the 
method is to 
fish very close
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WE ARE ONE OF THE LEADING ONLINE COMPANIES IN THE UK & IRELAND
IF WE SAY WE HAVE IT, WE HAVE IT. NO PRE-ORDER. 

IF YOU SEE IT ON OUR SITE, IT IS IN STOCK!

/ fishingtackle2u.co.uk

Call: 02890 313156 Email: sales@fishingtackle2u.co.uk

WWW.FISHINGTACKLE2U.CO.UK

26 27

The brain child of England U21 International Callum Graham. The Tronixpro 
Cobra Light is a British take on continental beach ledgering rods. Designed 
to provide all the benefits of accentuated bite detection and delicate bait 
delivery when fishing at range - whilst  standing up to the rigours of fishing 
around the UK and Ireland. Constructed of 40t  Japanese Carbon and fitted 
with FUJI Alconite KWAG Guides and a FUJI DPSSD P Reel Seat.

TRONIXPRO COBRA LIGHT - LENGTH: 4.2M - CASTING: 50-150g - 
RRP £259.99

#TRONIXPRO#VIRTUOSO

https://fishingtackle2u.co.uk/collections/game
https://fishingtackle2u.co.uk/collections/sea
https://fishingtackle2u.co.uk/collections/predator
https://fishingtackle2u.co.uk/collections/coarse
https://fishingtackle2u.co.uk/collections/tuna-sharks
https://www.facebook.com/fishingtackle2u.co.uk?ref=bookmarks
https://www.tronixfishing.com/?utm_source=offthesacle&utm_campaign=cobralight&utm_medium=advert
https://www.tronixfishing.com/?utm_source=offthesacle&utm_campaign=yourcatches&utm_medium=advert
https://www.facebook.com/tronixpro
https://www.instagram.com/tronixpro1
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCt5reW84aK-9fsVpzqUTQEw
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Salmon farming:

The Atlantic salmon (Salmo salar) 
farming industry is big business, not 
just in Ireland but on a global scale, 
with harvest volumes for 2018 predicted 
to rise to some 2.4 million tonnes 
worldwide. However, despite the 
economical and alleged dietary benefits 
for a growing human population, more 
and more people are realising the 
lack of sustainability and widespread 
environmental and ecological damage 
associated with this industry. 

John Murphy, Director of Salmon Watch 
Ireland, dives head first into the fish 
cages of lies, corruption and corporate 
greed which are severely impacting, 
among others, our wild salmon and sea 
trout stocks...
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T
he advent of salmon farming in 
the late 1980’s in Ireland gave rise 
to much debate in regard to the 
negative effects that this new type of 
practice might mean for our coastal 
marine environment. Unfortunately 
the most visible consequence was 
observed almost immediately in 
that a strange and unexpected 
premature sea trout migration 
back to freshwater took place in 
areas where salmon farming was 
being carried out. These fish were 
early returnees and within a few 
weeks of their migration as smolts 
or kelts they had returned in large 
numbers with varying degrees of 
injury and infection. Adults and 
finnock (immature fish at sea) were 
equally affected with the common 
denominator being their closeness 
to salmon farms and the number of 
sea lice attached to these wild fish, 
which were many times what was 
expected in wild fish. 
 The first wide scale research 
into the effects of sea lice in Ireland 
was published by the Department 
of the Marine in their publication 
of the Sea Trout Working Group 
Report in 1992. If one was to fast 
forward to today it might surprise 
many people that we are still arguing 
whether sea lice emanating from 
salmon farm facilities is causing 
harm to wild salmonid stocks. 
This is a period of over 26 years 
during which the sea lice issue has 
been researched on a continuous 
basis by national and international 
regularity bodies, universities, 
independent scientists and indeed 
the aquaculture industry alike. The 
overall consensus among scientists 
is that sea lice from aquaculture 
facilities are a devastating issue 
for both wild Atlantic salmon and 
sea trout. Indeed facilities in the 
Pacific rearing Atlantic salmon are 
also affecting wild Pacific salmonid 
species. 
 The current situation in 
Ireland, as gleaned from the recent 
Joint Oireachtas hearing into 
Aquaculture Licensing records, is 
that there are 38 licensed facilities to 
rear finfish which are located from 
West Cork to Donegal. Not all of 

these sites are operational but there 
has been a significant increase in 
production since 2007 with a 60% 
increase in production up to 2016 
with another as yet unpublished 
increase in 2017. During this period 
there has been a substantial increase 
in the value of Irish farmed salmon 
with the value in Ireland breaking 
the €100m barrier. Indeed the price 
per kg is substantially higher than 
both Scotland and Norway although, 
interestingly, less than that for 
salmon farmed in the Faroe Islands. 
 In an international 
context, Ireland (expected 19,000 
tonnes in 2017) is a very small 
player within the industry and 
is dwarfed by Scotland (180,000 
tonnes) and Norway (1.2 million 
tonnes). Both Scotland and Norway 
have been relatively static in their 
production over the last number 
of years as they are experiencing 
capacity problems in that there, 
is in all probability, large scale 
environmental constraints in their 
coastal waters associated with anoxic 
conditions, disease and parasites 
becoming more prevalent due to 
large acreage occupied by traditional 
open-net aquaculture facilities. Very 
few new licenses in aquaculture 
regions in Norway are being issued 
with exceptions for so called 
“Green Licences” which are for a 
number of technologies focussed 
on promoting methods that can 
solve the environmental and acreage 
challenges facing the aquaculture 
sector as a whole.
 Despite the scientific 
studies linking reduced wild salmon 
survival and indeed an extinction 
vortex for sea trout in aquaculture 
regions in Ireland, the political 
reality is that official policy is to 
increase salmon farming production 
by a combination of issuing new 
licences and amendments to existing 
licences. Truthfully the industry has 
only been stopped from expanding 
to date by virtue of various NGO 
bodies relying on European law. One 
of the biggest obstacles to expansion 
of the industry came about due to 
a decision by the European Court 
of Justice in 2007, when a negative 

judgement against Ireland was 
handed down for breaches of the 
EU Birds and Habitats Directives 
in relation to Natura 2000 sites 
(Special Areas of Conservation (SAC) 
& Special Protection Areas (SPA)). 
There are 71 marine Natura sites 
in Ireland (where the majority of 
aquaculture takes place) and the 
main focus of the judgement related 
to the failure of the State to put in 
place a system for data collection, 
definition of scientific interests and 
adequate assessment of aquaculture 
licence applications in the Natura 
2000 areas. National legislation 
was put in place to protect existing 
licences in these Natura sites so 
that the aquaculture facilities could 
continue while negotiations were 
conducted with EU authorities to 
ensure compliance with the Birds 
and Habitats Directives. The process 
has been concluded and Appropriate 
Assessments have been conducted 
in relation to the Marine Natura sites 
which appear to have given the green 
light for renewal of licences and the 
inevitable expansion of the industry 
in these protected sites. 
 Has the situation changed 
from those early days in the 1980s?  
The simple answer is no; we still 
have the same arguments regarding 
sea lice but now we have so many 
more problems with disease and 

increased escapement of farmed 
salmon. All this, and the associated 
warming of the seas around Ireland’s 
west coast, means we now have 
an industry which is much more 
harmful than ever before and is, in 
essence, an industry which cannot 
be sustained if Ireland is to preserve 
its wild salmon and sea trout stocks. 
The salmon farming industry 
has by its very nature caused 
environmental compromise to the 
marine environment and, more to 
the point of this article, damaged 
wild salmonids. The regulatory 
regime in Ireland is not remotely 
robust enough, with protocols and 
guidelines being relied upon to 
control the industry. The inspection 
regime in regard to fish health and 
the monitoring of sea lice levels is 
carried out by the Marine Institute 
while the Department of Agriculture, 
Food & the Marine (DAFM) through 
its Marine Engineering division is 
responsible for the inspection of 
infrastructure associated within the 
industry.
 In relation to sea lice the 
Monitoring Protocol No. 3 for 

Offshore Finfish Farms lays down 
specific protocols in relation to their 
monitoring. Sea Lice inspections are 
carried out on 14 occasions annually 
with two inspections per month for 
March, April and May and monthly 
inspections outside this period. Only 
one inspection is carried out during 
the December / January period due 
to weather constraints.
The protocol lays down treatment 
trigger levels for sea lice within the 
period of March to May, which is 
referred to as the critical period for 
wild salmon and sea trout outward 
migration. This is reflected in 
lower trigger levels for mandatory 
treatment at 0.5 ovigerous (egg-
bearing) lice per farmed fish but 
certain licences indicate a lower 
level of 0.3 lice per fish. The trigger 
level is also initiated if mobile 
lice infestation is high even in the 
absence of ovigerous lice. The lice 
treatment levels can be relaxed 
during harvest or by agreement with 
DAFM. The treatment level is set at 
2 ovigerous lice per fish outside the 
spring period.
 While there are 14 physical 

inspections carried out each year 
by the Marine Institute regarding 
sea lice levels, no account has 
been taken of the effect of biomass 
on the individual farms and thus 
the treatment trigger levels are 
somewhat redundant. For example, 
a farm of 500 tonnes has the same 
ovigerous lice treatment level per 
fish as a farm of 2000 tonnes, with 
up to four times the number of fish. 
The very nature of the inspection 
regime is not robust enough with 
a very small number of 60 farmed 
fish being inspected per farm from 
two net pens, one standard pen 
and one random choice. With large 
farms consisting of up to close on a 
million fish it is highly unlikely that 
a sample of such order would satisfy 
any statistical model.
The size of farms and changing 
environmental factors must be 
taken into account and effectively 
a larger farm has more capability 
in production and distribution of 
excessive lice larvae in the wider 
environment. As such, today we 
are looking at a situation which 
is quite different to the previous 

“ Despite the scientific 
studies linking reduced 
wild salmon survival 
and indeed an extinction 
vortex for sea trout in 
aquaculture regions 
in Ireland, the political 
reality is that official 
policy is to increase 
salmon farming 
production ”

A Norwegian fjord salmon farm - it’s not just Ireland’s native fish that are being impacted by salmon farming
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generation of salmon farms which 
operated in different environmental 
and oceanic conditions and with 
a smaller biomass generally. With 
warming sea temperatures there 
is also the spectre of increased 
production of larval lice through 
reduced generation time and 
increased numbers of larval lice 
surviving which effectively increases 
the period and range away from a 
farm that they can remain infective 
to wild salmonids. 

n regard to the sea lice issue there 
are two species of lice which are 
important to look at in regard 
to transfer from farm sources 
to wild salmon and sea trout. 
Lepeophtheirus salmonis (salmon 
lice) are host-specific to salmonid 
species while Calligus elongates (sea 
lice) can infest a large number of 
marine species but also affect wild 
salmon and sea trout. Both species 
have a broadly similar life cycle but 
Calligus elongates can jump host 
thus providing an increased threat to 
infestation of farmed salmon from 
marine fish with a knock on effect to 
wild salmon and sea trout through 
larval distribution.
 In general, given Ireland’s 
relatively mild sea temperatures, 
both sea lice species, after hatching 
on a farmed fish, have a finite period 
to infect wild fish. However, the 
number of larval lice released is 
extremely large as each ovigerous 
female may release many thousands 
of eggs over their life span. During 
the first number of days post-
hatching, sea lice are non-feeding 
and passively drift within the top 
layer of the water column. Two 
stages of development are involved 
before transitioning to a third stage 
(copepod) where they become 
infective to wild salmon and sea 
trout. As copepods they are more 
active swimmers and are positively 
phototactic (move towards light) 
allowing a louse to position itself 
in the water column in order to 
give itself the best opportunity of 
encountering a wild salmonid. The 
first three planktonic stages of its 

life cycle can last up to a number 
of weeks so they can, in areas of 
strong currents and open coastline, 
effectively be transported to areas 
of the ocean which may be up to a 
100km from the original source. It 
is true that the density of the sea 
lice plume may weaken as they 
are distributed along the oceanic 
currents but it is also obvious that 
natural limits are vastly surpassed 
in proximity to farms and to some 
distance from these facilities. 
The sheltered farms within bays 
may also contain the larvae in 
a small geographic area which 
would compound the situation and 
effectively allow larvae be dispersed 
on an on-going basis with each tidal 
event. 
 On successful contact with 
a host the lice go through a process 
of another number of stages of 

development during which the 
damage to the wild host can be 
devastating if enough individuals 
infest the fish. Of course sea lice are 
a natural parasite but the difficulty 
arises when their larval numbers 
are increased by the presence of 
a large number of hosts on a fish 
farm with opportunity to develop 
large overall numbers of ovigerous 
(egg bearing) female lice. If we just 
think about it, there are upwards 
of close to a million adult salmon 
on some individual Irish farms 
which dwarfs the entire annual 
wild salmon returns to Ireland 
by a magnitude of 4:1. Effectively 
in one bay it is possible to have a 
situation where available hosts for 
sea lice infestation could run into 
the millions, including both adults 
and post-smolts. The practice and 
logic of treating the farmed fish is to 
limit the transition from attachment 
to maturity of the sea lice but this 
is more to do with protection of the 
livestock rather than the protection 
of wild salmonids. New biological 
sea lice treatments rather than 
chemical treatments have been in 
operation in Ireland over the last 
number of years but these cleaner 
fish (wrasse and lumpfish, which 
graze on sea lice attached to salmon) 
are becoming more susceptible to 
disease with a consequent knock-on 
effect on control of sea lice on farms. 
There are also growing concerns 
about the sustainability of (slow 
growing, late maturing) wild wrasse 
being captured to act as cleaner fish. 
This practice may lead to a cascade 
of effects as yet undetermined.

I

“ With warming sea 
temperatures there 
is also the spectre of 
increased production 
of larval lice... which 
effectively increases the 
period and range away 
from a farm that they can 
remain infective to wild 
salmonids ”

Nauplius
Eggs hatch into free 
swimming planktonic larvae 
in 5-17 days. 0.t5mm long

Copepodid
Free swimming, 
attaches when 
older. 0.7mm long

Chalimus 1
Attached to fish. 
1.1mm long

Chalimus 2
Attached to fish, 
continues to grow. 
2.3mm long

Pre-adult 1 & 2
Free moving on host. Not 
mature. 3.6mm (stage 1) 
to 5.2mm (stage 2)

Adult male
Similar to phase 2 
pre-adult. Fully mature. 
5-6mm long.

Adult female
Fully mature. Older females 
have longer egg strings 
(“tails”). 8-11mm long.

GENERATION 
TIME 4-9 WEEKS, 
DEPENDING ON 
TEMPERATURE

Salmon louse (Lepeophtheirus salmonis) life cycle

* Diagram simplified & not to scale
A sea trout (post-smolt) with heavy sea lice infestation 

Credit: Salmon & Trout Conservation UK
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 The sea lice which infest 
wild sea trout and salmon in 
aquaculture areas cause damage 
through physical injury which 
gives rise to physiological changes 
including elevated plasma cortisol, 
glucose and reduced osmoregulatory 
function. All these negative effects 
may result in death of wild juveniles 
and indeed adults and it has also 
been observed that reduced growth, 
reduced reproduction and impaired 
swimming ability (increased 
predation risk) are consequences 
for wild fish in aquaculture areas, 
which lead to negative effects at 
a population level. This results in 
a reduction in survival which for 
Atlantic salmon could be up to a 
50% decline in returning adults 
in a year where a large biomass of 
salmon exists on an adjacent farm. 
For sea trout this reduction could 
be up to 90%. Both these percentage 
reductions are from research in the 
Erriff River carried out over a long 
period by Inland Fisheries Ireland 
(IFI) and are probably similar to all 
west coastal areas where salmon 
farming is carried out.
 Our own Marine Institute 
has stated that sea lice are a “minor 
and irregular” component in overall 
salmon survival. While agreeing 
that the effect is irregular this is as 
a consequence of environmental 
conditions being negative in certain 
years for lice larval survival and 
productivity through reduced 
salinity in bays after high rainfall 
(newly hatched larvae do not 
survive below salinities of 15‰ and 
poor development of the infective 

Whilst not wishing to leave aside 
the polluting aspects of salmon 
aquaculture to the marine 
environment, the scope of this 
article is more related to direct 
effects on wild salmonids so we must 
now look seriously at the probable 
transmission of disease from 
salmon farms to wild fish. There 
are a number of diseases which 
are notifiable to the Department of 
Agriculture, Food and Marine under 
E.U COUNCIL DIRECTIVE 2006/88/
EC. Notifiable diseases such as 
Infectious Salmon Anaemia (ISA), 
Viral Haemorrhagic Septicaemia 
(VHS) and Infectious Haematopoetic 
Necrosis (IHN)  are officially absent 
from Ireland but with expected 
increases in production there is 
every reason to believe that these 
pathogens will eventually arrive 
at our shores through imported 
equipment and infrastructure. 
Ireland is also free from other 
significant diseases affecting finfish 
such as Gyrodactylus salaris and 
Bacterial Kidney Disease.
 However, other diseases and 
conditions are prevalent on Irish fish 
farms and are a very large problem 
to salmon farming around Ireland, 
notably Amoebic Gill Disease (AGD), 
Cardiomyopathy syndrome (CMS) 
and Pancreas Disease (PD).
Amoebic Gill Disease (AGD) 
primarily affects salmonids and 
was first described in farmed 
Atlantic salmon and rainbow 

copepodid occurs between 20‰ and 
25‰) or low biomass of salmon on 
farms (generally in the first year of 
production when farmed post-smolts 
are on the farm). An anecdotal point 
here would suggest that recent 
spring weather patterns in Ireland 
have been very dry during the April 
to June period giving excellent 
survival conditions for the larval 
stages of sea lice.
 We certainly cannot agree 
that the effects are “minor” as the 
Marine Institutes own research 
indicates a loss of up to 20% of 
adult returnees. The confusion 
here relates to the Marine Institutes 
insistence that if 5% of salmon 
survive to come back as adults in 
aquaculture areas and 6% return in 
non-aquaculture areas there is only 
a 1% difference in overall survival. 
This is in fact a large reduction in 
returning adults. If 100,000 smolts 
were to go to sea from rivers in a 
fish farming bay with high biomass, 
5000 adults may return whereas a 
bay with no aquaculture would see 
6000 fish return, a difference of 1000 
fish, which is hardly minor in effect. 
In relation to sea trout this would 
in all probability be much more 
damaging with very few surviving 
due to their reliance of near shore 
environments (where the farms 
are). The research carried out by 
international bodies and indeed 
Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI) is 
broadly in line with the results and 
data of the Marine Institute but it is 
the interpretation of these results by 
the Marine Institute which is at odds 
with the vast majority of scientists 

trout (Oncorhynchus mykiss) in 
Tasmania in 1993. Other infected 
species have also been reported 
including farmed turbot, bass and 
sea trout. The causative agent is 
Paramoeba perurans, an amoeba 
which infects the gills of a wide 
variety of fish species. The main 
problem with this parasite is that 
it affects gill filaments and as such 
is capable of large scale mortality 
due to secondary infection 
of compromised tissue. It 
is contended that farms 
affected by Paramoeba 
perurans could effectively 
be acting as large scale 
environments for 
the production and 
distribution (through 
ocean currents) 
of vast numbers 
of this amoeba 
which, in turn, 
may affect wild 
salmonids. The 
disease has 
also recently 
been described 
in wrasse and 
lumpfish. The last 
point is important 
as both wrasse and 
lumpfish are, as 
outlined earlier, used 
as cleaner fish in the 
salmon farming industry.
 Sea trout, a 
species which may spend 

both nationally and internationally.
 One instance which may 
illustrate an effect due to increased 
biomass is Kenmare Bay where 
an amendment to the Deenish 
Island licence has effectively 
doubled the amount of fish being 
stocked at this location with 
disastrous results for the sea trout 
populations of Waterville and other 
catchments within Kenmare Bay 
and Ballinskelligs Bay in Kerry. 
Sea lice levels on individual farm 
fish are generally reported as low 
at the Deenish site yet premature 
returning sea trout are evident with a 
progressive collapse of rod catches of 
sea trout since 2011. The downward 
trend in Waterville has continued 
since, with an alarming collapse 
of the spawning stock and virtual 
disappearance of the larger sea 
trout for which the catchment was 
internationally famous. 
 The establishment of larger 
farms coupled with the ominous 
trend of increased severe weather 
patterns primarily involving more 
intense and destructive storms, 
increased escapement of salmon 
from farms is now a reality, with 
large numbers of farmed salmon 
turning up in wild salmon rivers 
in the west of Ireland in 2017. 
Other factors which also influence 
escapement involve the increased 
usage of well boats to treat fish for 
disease and parasites. Poignantly, 
the escaped salmon may spawn 
with wild fish causing a progressive 
dilution of wild genetics which could 
effectively destroy the productivity of 
wild systems. 

long periods of time inshore and 
in vicinity of salmon farming 
areas, may be at increased risk of 
being infected. The outbreaks of 
AGD appear to be more prevalent 
in Ireland in the period May-July 
but also in autumn although the 
diagnosis and manifestation of the 
disease may be delayed and could 

be present at other times of 
the year. Sea trout are 

present throughout the 
coastal areas during 

these periods and 
it has been noted 
in a study by 
the Norwegian 
Scientific 
Committee for 
Food Safety that 
sea trout in the 
wild may become 
infected by P. 
perurans in areas 

where AGD is 
present on salmon 

farms. Indeed other 
species of fish in the 

wild may be at risk and 
are as yet unidentified, 

principally due to lack 
of focussed research 

internationally and in 
Ireland. The possibility of 

infection of wild salmonids 
by the causative agent of 

AGD, Paramoeba perurans, 
has certainly not been adequately 
investigated in Ireland.

“ The establishment of 
larger farms, coupled 
with the ominous trend of 
increased severe weather 
patterns... means that 
increased escapement 
of salmon from farms 
is now a reality, with 
large numbers of farmed 
salmon turning up in wild 
salmon rivers...”

W

Lice infestations from salmon farms are causing huge damage to our wild fish 
stocks and for what price (far right image) - some fatty darnes?

Escapement from fish farms is set to increase into the future
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 According to the 
International Council for the 
Exploration of the Sea (ICES) “Piscine 
myocarditis which is commonly 
referred to as cardiomyopathy 
syndrome (CMS) is an economically 
important disease of Atlantic 
salmon, Salmo salar in seawater. 
Characteristic heart lesions primarily 
involving the myocardium are 
reported in natural outbreaks with 
associated mortality. This disease 
should be regarded as chronic which 
is associated with a necrotizing 
severe myocarditis involving the 
atrium and the spongious region of 
the heart ventricle and primarily 
observed in adult or maturing fish 
after 12 to 18 months in seawater. 
Piscine myocarditis was originally 
described from farmed Atlantic 
salmon, S. salar in 1985 but has 
subsequently been recorded in wild 
Atlantic salmon along the Norwegian 
coast. It is suggested that cardiac 
function would be impaired and 
therefore could compromise such 
migratory fish. Piscine myocarditis 
is caused by a double-stranded RNA 
virus named piscine myocarditis 
virus (PMCV) with structural 
similarities to the Totiviridae family. ”
 The virus PMCV is spread 
through the water column and as 
such may now be present in wild 
salmon and sea trout. Again the 
salmon farms, with their abnormally 
high densities of fish, may be acting 
as a large reservoir for the production 
and distribution of this virus. Again, 
no real effort has been made to 
investigate whether wild salmon 
and sea trout are being affected. 
Another disease which is noteworthy 
is pancreas disease (PD), caused by 
the salmonid alphavirus (SAV), which 
has been evident in Ireland since 
the early years of the industry. Again 
there has not been effective research 
to examine potential impacts on wild 
salmonids.
Generally it is difficult to quantify 
what effect these diseases are having 
on wild fish as most fish affected may 
die or be compromised to an extent 
whereby they are at risk of increased 
predation. If you don’t look for a 
problem you will inevitably not find 
one and this appears to be the policy 
of regulatory bodies here and abroad, 
thus protecting the industry from 
scrutiny.

 Other stressors which also 
affect salmon farms are harmful 
algal blooms causing anoxic or toxic 
conditions for the farmed fish while 
the threat of jellyfish blooms is now 
ever-present in our increasingly 
warming environment, thus causing 
conditions which may impact on 
animal welfare regulations.

The fish farming industry is 
operating worldwide and the 
bottom line really is profit before 
environmental well-being. This 
is not unusual in any agricultural 
activity and all agriculture causes 
problems to ecosystems at varying 
degrees. The simple reason why 
new technologies have not been 
embraced is that there is a large 
degree of increased capital outlay 
involved in closed containment 
systems which while operating on 
the world market would not be 
capable of achieving parity with 
other countries if this technology 
was not mandatory in every 
jurisdiction.
 Regarding new technologies, 
closed containment systems using 
recirculation systems (RAS) appear 
to be the great hope but again this 
technology has proved difficult 
to scale up to production targets 
set by open net cages. Many new 
technologies are being developed 
to overcome issues with the 
environment but alas it appears 
that much of this is to expand the 
industry rather than replace the 
open net cages.
 Some interesting new 
technologies include the use of 
deep ocean technologies including 
the building of what is essentially 

T

“ The simple reason 
why new technologies 
have not been embraced 
is that there is a large 
degree of increased 
capital outlay involved 
in closed containment 
systems which while 
operating on the 
world market would 
not be capable of 
achieving parity with 
other countries if this 
technology was not 
mandatory in every 
jurisdiction”

Closed containment, land-based systems will only work if everyone begins to use them
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a floating ship which will act as a 
farm having a capability to keep 
the salmon at a depth of 10 meters 
to lessen impact of sea lice. Other 
technologies include submerged 
cages at up to 300 meters depth. 
Indeed Marine Harvest has applied 
for 14 licenses in Norway towards an 
egg-shaped, closed farming concept. 
The use of RAS systems on land to 
raise salmon smolts to a large size 
before transfer to open net cages 
at sea has been proposed which 
might consist of a regime whereby 
the smolts could be up to a 1kg in 
weight before transfer to the sea. 
This might effectively deal with some 
of the issues as they would spend a 
considerably shorter period at sea 
and could be chemically treated 
to inhibit lice impact prior to sea 
introduction and could be stocked 
so as to avoid the critical period of 
the wild smolt migration. However, 
the very important question must 
also be asked as to the sustainability 
of an industry which is effectively 
rearing a salmon; a top, carnivore 
predator which requires the input of 
a very substantial amount of protein 
(fish/shellfish) from a finite marine 
biomass in order to attain market 
size. In effect, the input required 
to rear these fish far outweighs 
the output and is not in any way 
sustainable. 

So where do we go from here? 
Rationally, Ireland has four possible 
paths to take:

1. The withdrawal of all licences 
for open-net pen aquaculture 
and replacement with green 
technologies. This may require a 
transition period but without proper 
legislation and enforcement damage 
to wild fish will continue.
2. The banning of salmon farming 
at sea and moving the industry onto 
land.
3. Do nothing and expand the 
industry at sea.
4. Ban salmon farming outright 
and reclaim our unique coastal 
ecosystems.

 Unfortunately the third 
option appears to be the preferred 
choice of our government and 
certainly (naturally) the choice of the 
various companies operating here. 
With very poor regulatory rules and 
lack of legally enforceable penalties 
enshrined in legislation, finfish 
farming will continue to cause 
untold damage to Ireland’s stocks of 
wild salmon and sea trout while also 
contributing to the damage of the 
wider environment. The fish farming 
business is also affecting our once 
considerable but quickly vanishing 
angling tourism product and if not 
curtailed and effectively controlled 
this country will have no economic 
benefit from salmon and sea trout 
angling. 
 Closing or significantly 
curtailing open-net fish farming at 
sea will certainly cause hardship 
to localised economies but there 
are alternatives through closed 
containment to protect these jobs 
and even expand the industry 
but that decision lies with the 
large companies which may not 
feel obliged to invest in new 
safe technologies due to a lack 
of Government legislation and 
enforcement, as well as, always, 
profitability. 
 The continued assault on 
a rapidly dwindling salmon stock 
and the near extinction of sea trout 
is immoral in the extreme and is 
directly as a result of this industry 
and we need to organise and meet, 
head-on, the very considerable job 

of changing government policy in 
regard to this industry. The political 
and social unrest regarding open-
net pen salmon farming on the east 
and west coast of North America, 
and indeed Scotland and Norway, 
must not be ignored by our own 
politicians. Why would any politician 
want to continue or for that matter 
expand an industry which has 
laid waste to vast areas of oceanic 
ecosystem and caused the virtual 
destruction of both wild salmon 
and sea trout in this jurisdiction 
and internationally? We must 
demonstrate that there is another 
way and show that continuation of 
farming as it is will not enhance 
their electoral performance.

 We all need to impress 
upon all our politicians, through 
direct action if necessary, on the 
harm these companies are doing to 
our precious natural ecosystems. 
We at Salmon Watch Ireland can 
and will  help but we need all 
concerned citizens to organise under 
one movement and use the very 
considerable goodwill that exists 
in our tourism bodies, scientific 
community and legal sector. I 
am sure that all anglers, tourism 
business owners, conservationists, 
scientists and concerned citizens 
can be mobilised. To coin a phrase, 
Salmon Watch Ireland needs “eyes 
and ears” on the ground to monitor 
and report on the factual situation in 
aquaculture bays. The spectacle of 
premature returning sea trout smolts 
is in all probability happening 
in many regions and is easily 
monitored. We would welcome 
suggestions from the public on how 
we can highlight what is happening 
on the ground. We can be contacted 
by email at:
salmonwatchireland@gmail.com

 There are many innovative 
ways to highlight this manifest 
immoral industry but we need to 
work together.

Salmon Watch Ireland, May 2018
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“ With very poor 
regulatory rules and lack 
of legally enforceable 
penalties enshrined 
in legislation, finfish 
farming will continue to 
cause untold damage to 
Ireland’s stocks of wild 
salmon and sea trout 
while also contributing to 
the damage of the wider 
environment”

“ The continued assault 
on a rapidly dwindling 
salmon stock and the 
near extinction of sea 
trout is immoral in the 
extreme and is directly 
as a result of this 
industry ”
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400 MILLION 
METRES
Amount of line discarded if every 
UK angler only re-spools 2 reels 
with 400m of monofilament line 
once a year - enough to reach 
beyond the moon!

WILDLIFE 
THREAT
Discarded line poses a threat 
to wildlife and the image of the 
recreational angling sector

LANDFILL OR 
INCINERATION
Currently the only options for 
the disposal of used fishing line

600 YEARS
Amount of time it takes for heavy 
monofilament to degrade in 
landfill

RECYCLING 
VALUE
Nylon fishing line is a valuable 
commodity for recycling  

€
Why we need to 
recycle our used line

Local Independent Sea Anglers (LISA), 
a volunteer-led and funded not for 
profit organisation, had recognised the 
environmental benefit of line recycling 
and placed the topic on its project list. 
Local councils could offer no solution 
beyond landfill and despite contacting 
a number of UK plastics recyclers there 
seemed little hope of progress.

 LISA co-founder and 
chairman, Steve Tapp then, by chance, 
caught a couple of minutes of a 
television programme with Harry Owen 
talking about the Global Ghost Gear 

Initiative (GGGI) and there appeared to 
be a solution to the  problem of what 
to do with used line. Harry Owen was a 
member of the steering Committee of 
the Initiative. Contact was made, the 
two of them met, ideologies matched 
up and the Line Recycling Project was 
under way within a matter of weeks. 

 Initially LISA had line recycling 
bins in 12 fishing tackle stores along 
the south coast of England. The bins, 
stickers and window posters were all 
funded by LISA member donations. 
LISA had identified a viable route for 

fishing line to be recycled and after the 
positive success of the local collections 
it became apparent that anglers, 
far and wide, along with the tackle 
industry, were keen to get involved. 
Using social media to promote the 
ideal, momentum began to grow 
quickly. Informal discussions with the 
tackle trade suggested support for the 
project would be forthcoming. Another 
option was to identify opportunities 
to bid for funds or grant support to 
expand the initiative. 

 LISA joined the Global Ghost 
Gear Initiative in October 2017 and 
together they launched a national 
survey to assess anglers’ attitudes to 
line recycling in February of this year. 
A detailed analysis will be published 
in due course to  be presented to the 
tackle trade and anglers alike in the UK 
to drive the project further. The survey 
is scheduled to run until the end of May 
2018.

To develop the scheme further it was 
decided that a clear ‘national identity’, 
which covered all angling disciplines, 
was needed and the scheme slogan of 
“Something the whole of angling can 
agree on” was born.

 LISA members launched 
the Anglers National Line Recycling 
Scheme (ANLRS) in early 2018. It 
remains a joint LISA/GGGI project which 
is run on the same, purely voluntary 
basis. Funding for the scheme comes 
via donations from anglers, tackle 
shops, fisheries and manufacturers.
Linear Fisheries, one of England’s 
premier coarse fisheries, have financed 
the new bin and window stickers. 
Gardner Tackle (major carp tackle 
manufacturer) are the first supplier 
to pledge a regular donation to the 
scheme. The ANLRS will also explore 
funding routes through government 
and environmental organisations as 
things progress.    >>

AN INNOVATIVE IDEA HAS RECENTLY GAINED A LOT 
OF TRACTION AND ATTENTION IN THE UK WHERE A 
NATIONAL RECYCLING SCHEME HAS BEEN LAUNCHED 
FOR ANGLER’S NYLON MONOFILAMENT. STALWART OF 
THE SCHEME STEVE TAPP FILLS US IN ON WHY THIS IS 
SO IMPORTANT FOR THE FUTURE OF ANGLING.

HOW THE IDEA BEGAN
Global Ghost Gear 

Initiative (GGGI)

Such a simple idea but proving very effective! 
R-L: Steve Tapp of LISA, Sam of Tools n Tackle & 
Harry Owen of MCB Seafoods
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Since the launch of the ANLRS in March 
2018 over 100 shops and angling-
related businesses have now signed 
up for the scheme across the UK, along 
with three fisheries and Sparsholt 
College. Recently a Norwegian fishing 
camp, Skarnsundet Fjord Centre, also 
signed up for the scheme and interest 
is growing rapidly each day from other 
countries, including Ireland.

 All of these supporting 
premises feature bins to collect used 
and discarded line. With one trade 
supplier, Gardner Tackle, already 
generously providing funding, it is 
hoped others will follow. The aspiration 
is to work with all supporters to 
develop a countrywide collection 
system and a UK-based recycling 
destination.

 We have recently produced 
10,000 promotional flyers to raise 
awareness of the scheme across the 
UK, all of which were kindly sponsored 
by Lee Valley Park Fisheries. 

 We are also now receiving 
regular donations from anglers for 
the scheme, which is most helpful 
and welcome! Let’s hope the scheme 
continues to grow in popularity and we 
can collectively make a real difference 
to reducing the environmental impact 
from angling.

SUCCESS OF SCHEME TO DATE

“Something the whole of 
angling can agree on”

If you would like to know more about the line recycling scheme 
or are interested in getting involved then feel free to contact us 
or click/tap on the links below or on the opposite page:

THE SCHEME 

IS NOW IN 

OVER 100 

SHOPS!
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Visit us: 
Unit 23 Orion Business Centre, Ballycoolin, 
Blanchardstown, 
Dublin 15

Phone us: 01-8991185

Email us: info@mainirishangling.com

www.mainirishangling.com

Carp

Pike

Coarse

Game

Sea

All under one roof!

Sonik SKS alarm & 
receiver set

Only €199 179!

AFW Bleeding trace wire
The first red coated wire

30ft only €5.40

AFW Titanium trace wire
Kink-proof & knotable

15ft €16.00

D & T Casting Clip kit
Cast deadbaits further!

Only €2.50 a pack

Make your 

own traces 

with the best 

components!

New range of the superb CTX match 
& feeder rods now in stock

Proudly stocking 
Nutrabaits

Korda Singlez bankstick system 
in stock

>

Now free shipping on 
orders over €50!
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Lanzarote:
34 HOURS

& BACK

Pt. 2

Sidney Kennedy’s spur of the moment trip to fish with 
friends in Lanzarote was, by his own admission, crazy 
but was rewarded with a big butterfly ray and his first 

hammerhead shark off a boat. Then the lads moved to the 
beach for the rest of night after real monsters...

    fter dropping Jason and Killian 
back to the villa and quickly getting 
the shore gear ready, Glenn and I 
downed a couple of Red Bulls to 
prepare us for the (hopefully) great 
sport ahead and arrived at the 
beach to find that our chosen guide 
had already landed a nice butterfly 
ray. He then tried to explain, in his 
best broken English, that the tide 
was at the right stage for this mark 
and that we had no time to waste. 
He was delighted to see that we 
had brought some fresh bait from 
our charter trip. No matter where 
you are in the world or what you’re 
fishing for in the sea, fresh bait is 

always so important.
 As we walked along the 
still warm sandy beach towards the 
rods, the guide shouted “fiiish on!” 
and as Glenn had done literally all 
of the organising with my flights 
and guides, he deserved the first 
go. With him running for the rod 
and me scrambling for the camera, 
I could hear the reel screaming 
and Glenn mumbling “oh my God!” 
as he leant into the fish which 
was tearing line off the spool. As 
I reached him, Glenn was sitting 
down on a rock and, with the reel 
fully locked, the rod was able to put 
the maximum pressure on the scary 

A

Glenn bent in to a real sea monster almost 
as soon as we stepped off the charter boat. 
Little did we know just how big it would be...
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weight of whatever hard fighting fish 
he had hooked. I just couldn’t believe 
the pressure on the tackle! The rod was 
bent so much that it was starting to lift 
Glenn off the rock. Unbelievable. 
 After forty-five minutes of 
back-breaking sport the fish was in the 
shallows and our guide shouted out 
that it was a stingray. But this thing 
was gigantic. It made the stingers I’ve 
caught in Fenit look like a flounder! 
It was an absolute monster and was 
estimated at well over 200lb. Glenn 
posed for a couple of quick pictures 
which in all the excitement didn’t come 
out very well at all as the camera got 
knocked onto the wrong mode (phone 

shots only) before getting the amazing 
creature back into the surf to recover 
before releasing it. We might not have a 
shot worthy of going in a frame on the 
wall but we will both never forget that 
huge beast and seeing it flap away into 
the Canaries surf. What a start to the 
night. What a trip!
 We re-baited the rods after 
dealing with the monster stinger, 
putting all on fresh bait, and Oscar 
paddled them out in his kayak, two 
at a time, to ensure they reached the 
deeper water. With all four rods out 
(two with bonito heads for sharks and 
two with smaller baits for whatever 
came along) we were buzzing with 

excitement in anticipation of just what 
could be out there. Of course, in Ireland 
(and much of the UK) it is the total 
opposite, where our sea fish stocks are 
at an all-time low and you are more 
likely to wonder if there is anything out 
there at all let alone if there are any 
monster fish…  
 It was thirty minutes later 
before my reel gave a few clicks and as 
I stood next to my rod I turned on the 
Go-Pro in the hope that the reel would 
scream off on camera - and it did, what 
a rush! With the rod in my hand, I leant 
into the fish, imagining another huge 
ray on the other end.  Even though I 
was using Penn 12/0 reels and a 60lb 
class shark rod, it still bent over like a 
piece of spaghetti and line was peeling 
off my reel. With the fish running up 
tide first, I was able to steer it towards 
the beach. I think it could feel the water 
getting shallow; it did a sudden u-turn 
and ran down the beach like a bat out 
of hell. It started to strip line off the reel 
once more - what a buzz - I was silently 
praying it would stay on. Suddenly 
the rod started vibrating and I got that 
horrible feeling of line rubbing against 
the rocks. All I could do was put my 
thumb on the spool to try and slow 
it down. I did this for a few minutes 
before the fish turned on the surface 
and headed back towards me. I knew 
then that if it was as big as Glenn’s it 
would have broken off easily on the 
rocks. Soon we could see it was a good 
size butterfly ray and as the guide 
grabbed the fish I put the rod back on 
the stand and helped him pull it safely 
on to the shore. It was too heavy to lift 
and was well over the 60lb mark but, 
for my first shore-caught butterfly, I 
really couldn’t have asked for more.
 With two cracking fish already 
landed, in my mind the crazy trip was 
well worth it and any other fish would 
just be a super bonus. About an hour 
later, we had another two-dropped 
runs only a few minutes apart from 
each other. As the line kept going slack 
on the rods, we knew that the rocks 
that we were using as leads had broken 
away from the 20lb rotten bottoms on 
our rigs. We had to re-bait and reset the 
two rods and our guide had to paddle 
the 300m offshore to drop the baits 
again. He reckoned the dropped runs 

were tope.
 It was now 5am and, as you 
can imagine, we were starting to get 
tired. Red Bull can only do so much for 
an angler! As we both yawned, Glenn 
had a blinding run on the longest-range 
rod and after five minutes of playing 
it the fish became badly tangled with 
the other lines before slipping the 
hook. These things happen in fishing, 
especially when you’re tired and maybe 
not thinking straight. It was some type 
of shark, probably a large tope or a 
small hammerhead. By the time we had 
sorted out the rods, the Spanish sun 
was starting to rise.
 With the rods back out, we 
sat back and enjoyed the heat of the 
dawn sun. We joked that if only we had 
weather like this at home we could 

We managed to get 
some fresh bait on 
our charter trip. It is 
so important to have 
the best bait you can 
get, wherever you are 
fishing in the world

Shame about the photos but here is 
Glenn with his fish of a lifetime off 
the shore, all 200lb+ of it!

A big butterfly off the shore at well over 60lb. 
After the boat success and Glenn’s monster, I 
really couldn’t have asked for more

Our guide carefully nudging my 
big butterfly ray back to safety

After forty-five minutes of back-breaking 
sport the fish was in the shallows and our 
guide shouted out that it was a stingray. But 
this thing was gigantic. It made the stingers 
I’ve caught in Fenit look like a flounder! 

“

Soon we could see it was a good size butterfly ray... It was too 
heavy to lift and was well over the 60lb mark but, for my first 
shore-caught butterfly, I really couldn’t have asked for more.

“
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plan more shark trips! As the sea 
breeze picked up, we could see 
charter boats trolling for tuna 
only a few hundred yards from 

our baits. It was so relaxing 
sitting back in the morning 

sun that I nearly forgot 
that I was going home 

in a few hours. As we 
were falling asleep 
on the beach our 

guide again shouted 
“fiiish on!” and we 
instantly decided 
between us that Glenn 
could have another 
turn. Then we heard 
“two fiiish on!”. With 

no chance to get the 
cameras ready, we both 

had to run for the rods. 
 Although they didn’t 

fight like the monsters of 
earlier that night we were 
still delighted to be into 
fish in such a beautiful 
location. We gained line 

on both fish at the same time and they 
both appeared in the shallows in front 
of us as pretty much the same time. 
Glenn’s fish hugged the bottom all the 
way in. On the end of my line I could 
see a shark-type fin cruising through 
the surface of the water that seemed 
to be attached to my hook – or was it 
chasing what was on the end instead? 
When my fish tried to make another 
run I knew I had hooked a shark but 
what type of shark could it be? The joy 
of fishing new places for new species. 
To my delight, it was an angel shark 
(what some may call a monkfish). This 
is the same species (Squatina squatina) 
that was once found in areas like Tralee 
Bay. What a crazy and beautiful looking 
fish it was, estimated to be about  40lb 
in weight. In the golden morning light 
it looked beautiful. To top it off Glenn 
landed a cracking 30lb+ long-nosed 
skate. What incredible fishing.
 We decided to call an end to 
the mornings fishing after our brace 
and as we travelled back to the villa our 
smiles were brighter than the Lanzarote 

sun. With a few hours to kill before 
I headed back home from my short 
getaway, we felt we deserved a relaxing 
dip and snooze in the jacuzzi – as you 
do! It had been a crazy trip and none 
of it would have been possible without 
Glenn’s help. I don’t know how I will 
ever repay him. Thanks also must go 
to Jason and his dad Frank for their 
hospitality. 
 I stepped off the plane at a 
grey and cold Cork airport a later that 
February evening, having just done a 
3,000+ mile round trip to a sunny island 
off the coast of Africa where I not only 
saw the monster fish of my dreams but 
also caught a couple, too. Lanzarote 
and back in 34 hours. What a trip!

Sidney Kennedy

When my fish tried to make another run I knew I had hooked a shark but what 
type of shark could it be? This is the joy of fishing new places for new species...“

We knew it would have to be a big animal 
to get its jaws around this mouthful... We 
used 3ft of 250lb wire to 300lb mono with 
a rock tied on to act as a lead 

The golden Lanzarote sun rose and our 
guide headed out in the kayak with the 
baits for one last go at a monster

Our last fish of a dream trip. My 
angler shark and Glenn with a nice 
long-nosed skate

My first ever angel shark, estimated at 30-40lb. 
What a beautiful and crazy looking fish. It’s 

hard to believe that this is a species we once 
had off our shores in good numbers

Ending the trip in style!
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Fishing is unquestionably a form 
of madness but, happily,  for the 

once-bitten there is no cure
ALEC DOUGLAS-HOME, 

THE WAY THE WIND BLOWS (1976)
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#TRONIXPRO#VIRTUOSO

Aimed directly at the match or dedicated angler who fish with long range, fixed 
spool surf casting rods and need the flexibility of using different diameter lines. 
A versatile reel that can accommodate any one of three spare spools available. 
This expandable system gives you the versatility to adapt to any fishing situation. 
Features an ultra precise drag, a slow oscillation system and comes with a 
medium and deep spool, reel bag and spool bands.
Tech Specs: 11 Shielded SS Bearings, Gear Ratio 4.6:1

VIRTUOSO XT - RRP £79.99 | SPARE SPOOLS - RRP £15.99 to £17.99
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https://www.tronixfishing.com/?utm_source=offthescale&utm_campaign=virtuoso&utm_medium=advert
https://www.tronixfishing.com/?utm_source=offthescale&utm_campaign=yourcatches&utm_medium=advert
https://www.facebook.com/tronixpro
https://www.instagram.com/tronixpro1
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCt5reW84aK-9fsVpzqUTQEw
https://www.facebook.com/wildtotaloutdoors
https://www.google.ie/maps/place/Wild+Total+Outdoors/@53.5273054,-7.342464,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x485dc01dead3bc91:0x7165a955ccb9cce1!8m2!3d53.5273022!4d-7.3402753
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The scoop

As I write (mid-May), the last few 
weeks have been so upsetting for 
me and I guess a good deal more 

for the folk who care about our rivers 
and lakes and for the creatures that live 
in them or close by.

Lough Allen water park

Firstly, I was asked to look at a planning 
proposal for a development on the 
lower lake on Lough Allen. My response 
was immediate and, I must admit, 
maybe a little selfishness came into 
play. I have fished Allen now for over 
thirty years and in my humble opinion 
is one of our last unspoiled bastions. 
Where accessible, the fishing is free to 
anyone and its head of fish has to be 
second to none. The scenery around 
it has a picture postcard aura and 
whilst sitting fishing the chatter of 
wildlife is all that can be heard. To my 
dismay, on examining the planning 
application I found a well-known 
local business man had applied to 
install a monstrosity called a “floating 
water park” just off the East bank on 
the lower lough. The shoreline there 

is a popular spot for anglers and is 
regularly used by pleasure and match 
anglers plus walkers, bird watchers 
and riders from the local riding school. 
Reading the application the boast was 
that the water park will attract up to 
22,000 folk to the area. It went on to 
ask permission for a huge parking area 
on the loughs fringe which would cater 
for cars and numerous large coaches. 
I managed to obtain a 3D image of the 
proposal and was, along with several 
local folk, shocked and horrified by 
what we perused. The idea appeared 
to be so absurd in an area of natural 
beauty that surely it would not even be 
considered? 
 I liaised with Pat Tigwell from 
the local Sheemore Angling Club. Pat, 
on behalf of the club made a formal 
objection which, to his credit, was very 
comprehensive. Lough Allen is one of 
the last three lakes in Ireland to have 
EU-protected pollan populations and I 
believe the last study on this fish stated 
stocks to be reasonable but fragile. I, on 
behalf of the Irish Angling Alliance put 
my thoughts down on paper and sent 
a copy to Shane Tiernan the planning 

officer and Joe Lowe who is the county 
development officer. Mr Lowe is the guy 
who dishes out the dosh in cases where 
funding is applied for.
 Sadly, not much these 
days ceases to amaze me but what 
happened next surely did so. Within 
a matter of days the water park 
application was approved without 
impact study or general public 
consultation. I then received a letter 
with an undecipherable signature 
informing me that because I hadn’t 
sent them €20 along with my 
communication my ‘submission/
observation’ would not be considered. 
I then replied saying that my 
‘submission’ was not a direct objection 
but a plea for common sense and why 
do they require €20 of my money to 
observe or take in what I had written. 
To this I received sweet F.A!
 Undaunted I decided to write 
to a gent called Mr. Lar Power who 
is chief executive officer for Leitrim 
County Council. I took the opportunity 
to ask what I regard as very poignant 
questions. I asked why his Council had 
virtually turned their backs on angling 
and the significant tourism it used to 
bring to the area. I asked why Lough 
Rinn, a popular angling destination, 
had been turned into a mile long 
rowing coarse making it impossible 
for anglers to cast a line. I also asked 
why under his remit was the River 
Shannon polluted on a daily basis by a 
factory standing on its banks, a factory 
which also discharges substances 

to the atmosphere which are known 
carcinogens – both are totally ignored 
by his council and the Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA). I also told him 
that we would make ourselves readily 
available at is convenience to discuss 
any related matters.
 On the 23rd of April I received 
another communication from the 
person with the undecipherable 
signature simply stating that planning 
permission had been granted for a 
floating water park, car and coach 
parking and associated site works 
and services. I reckon in my last 
communication I must have used quick 
fade ink as obviously everything I had 
alluded to must have vanished in the 
post. Last week I was chatting to a good 
friend who works for Waterways Ireland 
and the “bouncy castles on water” 
came up in conversation. I told him of 
the efforts of the angling club and the 
response to the letters I had submitted. 
He looked me up and down, laughed 
and said. “You wasted your time. That 
was granted before it was applied for!”

Cork carp deaths

The recent events on the Lough in Cork 
City [and Belvelly Lake in Cobh] are 
truly heart breaking – hundreds upon 
hundreds of carp dead, some of the 
largest fish in the whole country and 
the best public carp venue wiped out - 
by what turned out to be Carp Edema 
Virus (CEV). Inside a fortnight! I’ve never 
been there but many of my mates have 
fished for carp there. I’m told they were 
of a good strain and, as we all know, 
established there for longer that even 
old sods like me can remember. When 
the alarm was raised rumours of Koi 
Herpes Virus (KHV) were flying thick and 
fast I did my best to hold my council 
although I did comment that I had seen 
a similar case many years ago in my 
days as water official. 
 Koi carp were first introduced 
into the UK from Japan as a fancy 
ornamental fish mainly for large garden 
ponds. They were expensive then, 
even for the more common strains 
which were varied and many. For a 

good number of years all appeared to 
be well, although the initial fish were 
highly susceptible to environmental 
pressures, changes of temperature and 
even shock. Breeders and enthusiasts, 
through good control of stock, finally 
overcame many of the problems 
and the fish became easier to keep 
and some changed hands for several 
thousand pounds each. 
 A problem then began to 
manifest itself when far less expensive 
koi were imported from Europe. 
Control and regulation then was, to 
say the least, not what it is today. 
Within months fish began to “belly 
up”. My father was a koi keeper and 
to his dismay after stocking the 
cheaper European fish within weeks 
he had lost the lot including his more 
expensive Japanese varieties. Move on 
now several years and our team were 
called to a garden centre where the 
owner had a huge ornamental pond 
stocked with koi which were sold on to 
customers. The first thing we noticed 
was that the fish were lethargic and 

IRELAND’S STRAIGHT-TALKING ANGLING COMMENTATOR
Geoff Cooper

Within a matter of 
days the water park 
application was approved 
without impact study or 
public consultation

Water parks, carp deaths in Cork & the anti-pike saga rolls on...

Nothing wrong with normal water-activities 
like kayaking on Lough Allen but a large-
scale water park with no impact study? 
That’s a different story

Will we be seeing a larger-scale version of 
this on Lough Allen soon? It looks like it!
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swimming slowly, almost in circles. 
The heads soon became covered 
in white fungus-like growths which 
rapidly spread. The poor bloke who 
owned the place had aerators in the 
pond but all this did was slow down 
the mortalities, not stop them. A quick 
decision had to be made by my boss 
who decided that all the dead fish were 
to be taken away and the carcasses 
destroyed. What fish were still alive - 
even though not showing any sign of 
infection - were destroyed humanely. 
The pond was drained, disinfected and 
left dry for several weeks. When refilled 
and stocked I believe there were no 
more recurrences. The Lough in Cork, 
ornamental pond in Cambridgeshire - 
same problem and solution? I wonder!

The Minister who hates pike

Now for my latest comments on the 
pike debacle. Let’s consider all the 
issues here and ask the question 
whether the damage done by the likes 
of Minister Sean Kyne and his selected 
minions at Inland Fisheries Ireland 
(IFI) is already irreversible both to pike 
and game stocks. Let me make my 
point about the pike first. Once again 
I feel I have to make comparisons 
with what takes place in the UK where 
they implement correct fisheries 
management policies.
 As most of us know the 
mystique around our Western Lakes 
was a major draw for serious pike 
anglers from the UK and other places 
around the world. The thought of 
hooking something that lurked in the 
deep that would possibly tow the 
boat around was a discussion held on 
many occasions. The lads that often 
congregated on Saturday afternoons 
in most UK tackle shops almost always 
brought the chat around to the stories 
they had heard of pike as big as 
crocodiles that glided silently through 
Irish waters.  I now ask my readers the 
question:  are there any of these truly 
big fish left at all? How many pike do 
you hear recorded over 30lbs now? A 
few, yes, but not that many. How many 

pike do we hear of being landed over 
40lbs now? Essentially zero!
 Now let’s switch back to the 
UK. I can report over a very short 2017 
season two fish were weighed and 
witnessed at 48lbs 12oz and 47lbs 
6oz, respectively. There were seven 
more over 40lbs. The number of 30lbs 
plus fish taken was also astounding. 
’Twenties’ were commonplace with one 
angler recording 15 pike for 223lbs 8oz 
in a single day on one very productive 
water. What’s more remarkable is the 
fact that they were all caught on fly. 
The real shaker is the venues they 
were caught from, Chew and Blagdon 

reservoirs, are two of the UKs major 
trout fisheries. The charges for a 
two-man boat were £400 per day. The 
clamour for tickets saw them changing 
hands in excess of 2000 quid. John 
Horsey, who I have worked with over, 
here took several pike over 30lbs from 
both venues.
 I hope you are all now getting 
my point. Both waters produce huge 
brown trout in hefty numbers.  Stocks 
of trout remain high and the trout 
anglers who fish there are delighted 
with their own catches. When you 
think about it, lads and lasses, it’s a 
no brainer isn’t it? Grafham Water, and 

Rutland, now have a similar policy 
where, for a short season, pike fishing is 
allowed and indeed heavily promoted 
and encouraged. Charges for boats are 
still high but there are literally queue’s 
for tickets. Lots of 20’s and some 30lbs 
plus fish are recorded. Both venues 
have very large stocks of trout. From 
personal experience I can tell you 
Grafham is a fabulous trout fishery and 
I have spent many a happy hour on 
it. All venues have a catch and return 
policy for pike.
 My argument - and I guess 
you all may be getting a little fed up 
of me mentioning it -  is that clearly 
the bloody idiots here in Ireland, who 
are dictating antiquated policies to 
us all, should leave our pike alone. It 
is of benefit to all, not least the trout 
and salmon stocks. Revenue lost to 
Irish coffers is also a sickener. Who the 
hell wants to come here anymore on 
a fishing holiday when they get hassle 
for doing so, or experience declining 
pike sport?  Let’s face it; thanks to the 

lunatics running the show our sport is 
now third, rate to say the least. Damage 
done! I fear this may be terminal 
although Nature does bounce back 
incredibly quickly, IF given the chance.

Final word...

On the Irish Statute Book there is a law 
called Wilful Blindness. It goes like this: 
“Willful Blindness (or sometimes called 
ignorance of law, wilful ignorance 
or contrived ignorance or Nelsonian 
knowledge) is a term used in law to 
describe a situation in which a person 
seeks to avoid civil or criminal liability 
for a wrongful act by intentionally 
keeping himself or herself unaware 
of facts that would render him or her 
liable”. 
 The Irish Angling Alliance (IAA) 
complaint on this to the European 
powers is ready to go. I offer those 
who have ignored us fair warning. As 
for bouncy castles on Lough Allen, I 
hope the operators will make future 

customers aware that just a short 
distance away is the outflow from 
Drumshanbo sewage treatment plant. 
We’ve had it analysed!

Catch you next time,

Geoff Cooper

Geoff Cooper

Let’s ask the question whether the 
damage done by the likes of Minister 
Sean Kyne and his selected minions at 
Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI) is already 
irreversible both to pike and game stocks

One of 850+ carp which have died at Cork’s 
famous “The Lough” from a CEV outbreak

This is the sort of unfounded 
tripe on pike which Minister 
Sean Kyne (inset) is pushing...

Photo credit: Craig Murphy
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Inaugural L.Baits / Yarie Trout Area League round-up Steven Powell

We had been toying with the idea of trout 
area fishing for quite some time, but 
had never really done anything about it. 

Quite recently on my travels for Snapbaits I have 
met some quite extraordinary fishing brands 
and being who we are - lure fishing fanatics - we 
snapped up a few companies that would bring us 
closer to our first area league.

Not so long ago we acquired both the Yarie UK 
and L.Baits UK & Ireland distribution rights, 
both manufacturers of highly sought after 
fishing equipment in terms of performance at 
tournament level. We needed to get the word out 
that these exciting brands were now available 
to other UK stores through our distribution 
network and so the idea of trout area fishing was 
immediately taken on board and supported. 

We actually held a similar style tournament back 
in 2016 but due to lack of fish it was a serious 
flop for us. However, the competitors at the time 
saw the tournament as a new way forward and 
an addition to their own fishing, especially in the 
colder months when the weather gets rather sour 
and the fish are not so easily caught on lures. 
Many of the same guys were more than up for 
another go at this interesting style of competition 
fishing and so the L.Baits/Yarie trout area league 
was born… 

A lot of planning and searching was done, with 
many phone calls and enquiries made to find the 

right venue. The hardest bit was explaining the process of 20 to 30 anglers 
using lures to catch & release on a stocked trout fishery. Many stocked 
rainbow & brown fisheries are open on a pay and take basis, of course, and 
fish are rarely released due to the damage and exhaustion landing them 
can cause. Their inability to recover again (particularly rainbows) after a 
fight usually means it is better to knock them on the head instead of waste 
them, and quite rightly so. After all no one wants a stocked trout fishery full 
of dead trout! 

However, experience and the development of lure angling for trout has 
come a long way in many parts of the world, but most of the time catch 
and release is still not practiced in the UK or Ireland.  Nowadays the use of 
short rods, fine lines and barbless hooks are common. Trout area fishing 
was conceived in Japan where people needed to fish ponds of reduced 
size. The logic behind this was to ensure consistent catches and to allow 
many fishermen in one small space. It has since become a highly specific 
technique that sits somewhere around halfway between fly fishing and 
spinning. 

Area fishing involves the use of short rods and lightweight equipment with 
the target being to catch the most fish in each round of a competition. As 
the whole point of area fishing is to practice C&R, the use of light braids 
or mono, small rubber lures, spinning rods and minimal fish handling are 
paramount. Ultimately the focus is on respecting the fish at the highest level, 
incurring minimal damage and having a lot of competitive fun at the same 
time. Additionally, as releasing the fish with the greatest possible care is 
one of the core principles that underpins the practice of trout area fishing, 
single barbless hooks and landing nets with rubber mesh are used to 
minimise damage. Stiff rods, heavy lines and barbed or treble hooks 
are totally out of the question and are strictly not allowed.
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The concept of trout area fishing with lures 
soon began to draw the crowds in Northern 
Ireland (where we are based) and many anglers 
adopted the idea of using hard baits, spinners, 
small spoons and jigheads to catch as many fish 
as they could in a 30 minute timeframe over 3 
separate rounds. 

The dates of 28th January, 25th February and 
18th March 2018 were carefully selected in 
advance as the tournament days in advance 
and the selected venue for all was the Rectory 
Lodge Fishery near Cookstown, Co. Tyrone. The 
fishery was blown away by the new method 
and discipline of catch and release, and very 
supportive of the new league initiative. 

The trophies for the top three 
league places were sponsored 
by both Snapbaits, with long 
term sponsors Barracuda Fishing 
Tackle, Dungannon donated a 
custom Dragon trout area rod 
and Dragon reel, 
along with three 
goodie bags full of 
Dragon fishing tackle. 
We had some excellent 
wall calendars and year 
planners from this magazine 
as spot prizes (thanks Bill). 
Rectory Lodge also provided a voucher for a free 
days fishing and Dave Bowles of Fermanagh River 
Adventures provided a free guided trip for trout. 
On top of that was the prize payout for 1st, 2nd & 
3rd places for each round with the overall league 
winner getting a bonus prize. 

A resounding success…
On the eve of the competition, Rectory Lodge stocked an additional 400 
trout on top of the hundreds already in the well-stocked fishery. This 
meant the competitors would get loads of action. Additionally, an extra 
top-up stocking of 150 trout was added on the eve of each round.

The night before the first league round saw us panicking about how well 
it would all go down with the anglers, most of whom had never fished this 
style before. Pegs were drawn (as in any match) and the competitors went 
to their set swim with ten minutes to set up and ready themselves.  

We needn’t have worried about how it would go. As soon as the first 
signal went fish were being caught all over the lake and it was clear it was 
all going to be a huge success. The first round of the league back in late 
January saw over 300 rainbow trout caught and released unharmed, with 
a mixture of spinners, spoons and soft baits working well for most. It really 
couldn’t have gone much better. 

Round 2 and 3 continued in similar form, with lots and lots of fish being 
caught. The February leg saw much cooler weather, less active fish and, 

due to the fact that many has been caught and released during the 
previous round, maybe slightly wiser trout! The same can be said for 

round 3 actually (what a long winter that was, eh) but still 
though, almost 650 trout were landed and successfully 
released over the three rounds by 25 anglers. 

Jacek Gorny took first place overall, having lead 
from the very beginning – a truly great performance. 

Predator Team Ireland manager Tomek Kurman placed 2nd overall, 
with Aleksanders Trifonovs taking 3rd. Almost all anglers improved 
on their catches and techniques throughout the league, which was 
great to see and the overwhelming feeling was that this certainly 
won’t be the last trout area league. In fact, we are already planning 

for a bigger and better one next year! Thanks to all the anglers who 
took part and all of the supporters,

Steven Powell

1st  Jacek Gorny
2nd Tomek Kurman
3rd  Aleksandrs Trifonovs

Club & fishery signage
Vehicle & shop signwriting
Display banners
Interior & exterior signs
Fliers & business cards
Custom fishing labels & stickers

Phone: Mick 087-284 1196

Email: signmanplusmail@gmail.com

We are a long-established family-run business who work tirelessly and 
constantly, striving to innovate and deliver a strong, customer focused 
product with a keen eye to quality, cost effectiveness, support & design.

Est. 1986

FOR 10% DISCOUNT QUOTE “OFF THE SCALE”

and much, much more!

FROM 
JUST 
€38!
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Now proudly offering the largest range of Westin 
products in Ireland & the country’s only stockist 
of Ra’is bass lures

Unit D, Southgate, Cork St., Dublin 8 www.southsideangling.ie
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Nothing to see here...

Gary Robinson is a 
passionate lifelong 
all-round angler, nature 
lover, writer, kayak 
enthusiast and qualified 
freshwater & marine 
biologist (B.Sc. Hons.)

Rivers face many stressors 
to their health and in the 
vast majority of cases the 
sources of these stressors 
is anthropological or man-

made (or person-made to appease 
the professionally offended). These 
stressors degrade water quality and 
reduce the quality of the ecosystem 
as a whole. On occasion, there will be 
natural stresses on a river system such 
as the mineral leach from bedrock 
or an emission of natural gases into 
the waterway but the vast majority of 
instances come from a human source.
 
 A recent report certainly raised 
more than just a few eyebrows upon its 
release. A large sum of funding (read: 
€60,000 just for year one of five) has 
been awarded to the cull of pike on the 
Owenriff River system in Galway. Many 
are critical of the awarding of this money 
with some detractors proclaiming 
the scheme being nothing more than 
a Minister pandering to locals while 
politicking in a bid to secure votes in 
an increasingly likely upcoming general 
election. The report released by Inland 
Fisheries Ireland (available here) made 
claim that the river was not subject 
to any anthropological stressors and 
the only threat to the entire system 
and it’s wild salmonid stocks was the 
alleged illegal introduction of pike to 
the system. It is alleged this introduction 
happened within the last few years, 
despite there being anecdotal evidence 
of visiting anglers having excellent 
pike fishing throughout the system in 
the early 1990’s. That aside, the claim 
that there are no human inputs to river 

system are unfounded and untrue. The 
fact that no IFI staff put their name to 
the report (simply cited as IFI, 2018) 
speaks volumes. Let us investigate…
 Having worked a little on the 
system previously and having read the 
Western Regional Fisheries Board’s 
report into the system (Catchment Wide 
Fish Survey for the Owenriff (2008)), 
it becomes obvious that there is a 
massive difference of opinion between 
both reports. The WRFB report stated 
that there was a danger with green 
filamentous algae in the system. The 
source of such a scourge is generally 
an elevated level of phosphates and 
nitrates in the area, a common problem 
associated with farm runoff or forestry. 
Now we all know that agricultural 
runoff doesn’t produce itself and 
forestry doesn’t clear fell itself and 
generally gets a helping hand from 
people. Without even visiting the area 
we can see that there is a conflict of 

opinion between two State-produced 
documents over the quality of the water 
and the stresses that the system faces. 
More preposterous still, chances are 
the reports came from the same office, 
perhaps even the same pen! 
 Now if that wasn’t astounding 
enough, please refer to the IFI Report on 
the Corrib catchment where the threats 
to the entire catchment are summarised 
thusly, “….over the past century 
anthropogenic pressures, such as urban 
growth, deleterious discharges, farming 
activities and the introduction of alien 
species, have contributed to the alteration 
of the lake and river environments of 
the Corrib catchment and the loss/
fragmentation of suitable spawning 
and nursery areas for brown trout. 
These anthropogenic-mediated factors 
have changed both the abundance and 
ecology of local populations and have led 
to reduced brown trout productivity.” To 
quote an IFI staff member I once heard, 

Certain people maintain that the wild salmonid stocks of the Owenriff 
river system in Co. Galway are under threat from pike (Esox lucius) and 
that human-made impacts have nothing whatsoever to do with their 
declines. Gary Robinson investigates...

The magical wastewater 
treatment facility near 

Oughterard that operates 
without human input

These sheep farm 
themselves without the 
need for people

The plan was to take a look at different parts of the 
system to see whether or not I could identify any 
anthropological stressors on the system for myself 
in a bid to prove or disprove the IFI report’s claim

66 67

http://www.fisheriesireland.ie/extranet/fisheries-management-1/1490-owenriff-rehabilitation-plan-2018/file.html


May - June 2018 Issue 22

“IFI; the left hand doesn’t know what 
the right hand is doing”. Same system, 
same fish, same problem, massively 
contrasting opinions. 
 
 I decided to take a trip up to 
Oughterard recently, the area where 
the Owenriff River meets Lough Corrib. 
It was a glorious spring day for my visit 
and I started near the mouth of the river, 
along part of a walking trail called the 
Owenriff Way (I recommend it highly). 
The plan was to take a look at different 
parts of the system to see whether or 
not I could identify any anthropological 
stressors on the system for myself in a 
bid to prove or disprove the IFI report’s 
claim. Almost immediately I noticed, 
within a hundred metres of the river, 
a wastewater treatment plant. This 
plant serves the growing village of 
Oughterard and treats all the waste 
water from the town before discharging 
back into the Owenriff. Recently 
upgraded, the wastewater treatment 
facility built itself and definitely doesn’t 
treat water from human settlement 
and development. It would be 
preposterous to think that there is any 
shred of human input, management or 
interference in a wastewater treatment 
plant that discharges into the Owenriff. 
Nothing to see here, move along…

 Moving a little further upstream 
one can find a fish hatchery. This facility 
is used to rear brown trout for release in 
the system. It abstracts water from the 
river above the facility and returns it to 
the river below the facility. Fish farming 
and rearing can produce quite large 
amounts of contaminants to water, as 
countless global studies and reports have 

on the system, the water must be going 
elsewhere! Joking aside, couple the 
abstraction with the molestation of 
the bogs; if the water runs off the hills 
immediately instead of being soaked up 
by the bog, the slow release mechanism 
to keep a steadier flow year round is 
removed. Instead of the water travelling 
through the system over months it runs 
down it in days. I hope the blanket bog 
up there stops draining itself soon.
 
 Moving slightly further up the 
system still and we come to the conifer 
plantations. Vast conifer plantations. 
Again, studies have shown what 
detrimental effects this type of land 
management has on river systems, 
particularly during times of felling. 
Conifer forests are one of my pet 

shown. Many farms have been denied 
permission, given the contaminants 
that can enter water courses from 
them. Indeed, recreational fishing 
stockings have been denied for the 
same reasons. Surely this facility on the 
Owenriff is a potential anthropological 
stressor on the system? Nonsense. The 
water abstracts itself from the river, the 
trout grow themselves on in a facility 
they built themselves and they don’t 
allow any waste discharge back into 
the river. This self-sustaining hatchery 
that needs no intervention from man 
must explain how the Corrib can also 
be marketed as a ‘wild’ trout fishery. 

 Livestock features throughout 
the catchment too. Cattle and sheep 
can be observed frequently and 
regularly throughout the system. It 
is well documented, studied and 
analysed that agriculture is the largest 
threat to water quality in Ireland. Many 
agricultural practices have a detrimental 
effect on our waterways such as nutrient 
runoff from over-fertilisation, effluent 
and pesticides/herbicides/fungicides. 
There is a growing awareness that bad 
farming practices are eroding away 
both river and coastal habitats through 
enrichment of the water. Scientists have 
been saying for some time that current 
agricultural practices are having a 
negative impact on our rivers. But sure, 

hates and almost completely void of 
biodiversity. Walk through one and 
listen. The silence is deafening. No 
bird calls, no mammals scurrying and 
scampering about. Lifeless silence. 
Evidence suggests that the dropped 
needles from conifers go a long way 
towards the acidification of rivers and 
clear-felling has been proven to release 
massive amounts of phosphates into 
the surrounding waterways. With 
no anthropological stressors on the 
Owenriff though it’s clear to see that 
these non-native conifers planted 
themselves in neat rows and clear 
themselves when they have grown large 
enough to supply the timber industry.
 
 So, having read the recent 
Inland Fisheries Ireland report that 

what would academics know? Despite 
there being livestock and farming along 
the catchment we are all assured that 
there are no anthropological stressors 
on this system. The fields of cattle 
closer to town and the sheep that are 
roaming higher up are looking after 
themselves. They’ve fed themselves 
and fenced themselves in with no help 
from people at all. They abstract their 
own drinking water too, clever animals!

 Moving further up the slopes 
we can easily come across large areas of 
bogland. Upland bog is critical for river 
systems. Acting like a sponge, it soaks 
up large rainfall events and releases 
all the rainfall slowly, over a prolonged 
period of time to avoid heavy river 
flows and surges. Incredibly, the bogs 
here have only gone and dug their own 
drainage tunnels and there are piles of 
turf to be seen; evidence that, without 
any anthropological input, these 
bogs are actually draining and cutting 
themselves. Remarkable! The real 
danger with alterations to this bogland is 
not peak water flows during rainfall but 
low water flows during summer months. 
Last summer, Oughterard Anglers 
started circulating images of a very low 
Owenriff during the summer months. I 
suggested that perhaps abstraction of 
water for livestock was part responsible 
but with no anthropological stressors 

categorically states that there are no 
anthropological stressors present on 
the Owenriff River system, and having 
spent just a couple of hours looking 
around the system in person, I would 
like to raise a couple of questions:

1) How did the wastewater facility 
at Oughterard get built, how does it 
operate and who is producing the 
wastewater that passes through 
it and into the Owenriff River?

2) How did the fish hatchery along 
the river get built if there are no 
anthropological inputs along the river? 
If the water did not abstract itself to feed 
the facility, then who set that up? What 
effects are the rearing of trout having on 

Nope, there are no 
human impacts in 

the upper Owenriff 
catchment either! 

That’s Corrib in the 
background

Clearly this hatchery 
is trout operated and 
abstracts its very own 
water supply

Scientists have been saying for some time 
that current agricultural practices are 
having a negative impact on our rivers. 
But sure, what would academics know?

With no anthropological stressors on the Owenriff though 
it’s clear to see that these non-native conifers planted 
themselves in neat rows and clear themselves when they 
have grown large enough to supply the timber industry
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the river system and water chemistry? 
(we won’t mention the genetic 
impacts from hatcheries in this article)

3) Who is looking after the livestock 
along the river system and have 
they ensured their farms are clean 
with no run-off and adequate 
protection for riparian zones installed?

4)  Who is draining the bog to 
cut turf and would it be better 
left alone for the benefit of the 
system and spawning salmonids?

5) If there are no anthropological 
stressors to the system, who planted 
and managed the forestry above it?

 With just a brief site visit it can 
be seen that the Inland Fisheries Ireland 
report that was produced regarding 
this system is not worth the paper it is 
written on. A child could tell you that 
there are human interferences at play 
with this river system. Reports like this 
do nothing but undermine credibility for 
those that produce them and those that 
defend them vehemently. When one 
delves a little deeper it is amazing the 
inconsistencies we can find in fantasy 
reports and factual observations. This 
is not the first time that IFI reports 
have been found to be severely 
lacking in credibility and fact. Their 
pike surveys have been littered with 
inconsistencies, massaging of figures, 
guesswork and misrepresentation 

of the facts as amply illustrated by 
the  Irish Pike Society, among others. 
It is getting to the stage where this 
organisation’s opinion will soon carry 
about as much weight as Bosco.

 To be credible is to be seen to be 
doing the right thing. To blatantly ignore 
the science and the evidence to create 
a report to suit an agenda cheapens 
the name of the organisation. It invites 
derision and contempt. I’m not saying 
that pike weren’t illegally introduced to 
the system but I’m not saying they were 
either; I have no evidence with which to 
back up my argument. The issue here is 
not the pike vs. trout argument; the issue 
here is honest, fair and balanced analysis 
of fact, evidence and data to produce a 
document that rings true and can be 
trusted. I would like to ask the author 
of such a paper to send it off for peer 
review and, if they have the courage to 
stand over it with honesty and integrity, 
then they may like to debate it with me 
at a place and time of their choosing?

 Spurred on by the fake news 
and spin, our hapless Minister Sean Kyne 
(Community Development, Natural 
Resources (including Inland Fisheries) 
and Digital Development) has pledged 
to try to introduce a bye-law which will 
increase the limits for killing pike. Gone 
will be the maximum of one a day less 
than 50cms to be replaced by a limit 
of four a day with no size restrictions. 
Despite protestations from some of his 

advisors, he clearly intends to plough on 
ahead to appease a small base of voters 
while simultaneously ignoring scientific 
advice, logic, reason and the potential of 
loss of more tourism income by declaring 
that Irish fisheries policies are indeed 
regressing rather than progressing. As 
one comment I heard eloquently put it:
“A Galway Minister with responsibility for 
Inland Fisheries has made a unilateral 
decision to introduce the most damaging 
pike bye-law ever enacted in Ireland 
due to pressure from his constituents. 
In doing so he has bypassed a pike 
policy review process we have been 
working on from late 2016, due to be 
completed this year. We hope enough 
people will email their objections. It 
truly is a backward step for Ireland.”

 The majority of Irish anglers 
want  things  done for the right reasons, not 
for political reasons. It  is disheartening 
when reports are falsified in this manner 
and decisions are made to pursue an 
agenda, or worse still, a few votes.

Gary Robinson

Cattle on what must be 
a naturally occurring 
farm a kilometre from 
Oughterard - no human 
impacts here either!
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As fly tiers we all get our inspiration and ideas from different influences, whether it’s a new 
material, an hour spent day dreaming or a variation of a pattern that already exists. Creations 
will be fished and if they don’t produce they will be condemned to a drawer in my fly tying 

bench never to see the light of day again, but every once in a while one will be conjured up from the 
mind and will do the job it was intended to do. This was the case with the “Assassin”...

Assassin in the 
night

I first tied this pattern about 3-4 years 
ago to fish for sea trout at night. I wanted 
a pattern with the killer black/silver 
combination with a little something 
extra - enter loop fluoro fibre, a fantastic 
material that can really give your fly edge.
When I develop flies for sea trout fishing, 
they have to meet a few requirements; 

They must be quick to tie - as we all 
know there’s nothing worse than 
spending 15 minutes tying a fly and 
leaving it stuck in an over-hanging 
branch on the far bank after a 
couple of casts;

For the silhouette I like to have a 
slim profile;

It must be tough and be able to 
stand up to the punishment of a 
good night’s fishing.

 As with most of my own patterns 
it was tweaked and developed over time. 
The first version I tried had a holographic 
body of silver mylar with a silver rib but 
I found after a few fish that the body 
material became chewed up and broken, 
so this was then changed for Loop silver 
body braid, a really tough material that 

has just the right amount of flash without 
over doing it. To this I added a black fox 
hair wing and beard hackle, a Loop fluoro 
fibre pink tail and a couple of strands of 
Loop flash in the wing. 
 I now had the finished pattern 
that I wanted; it was quick to tie, had a 
slim profile and as tough as old boots. Up 
to this point I had only fished and had 
success with the fly myself but now I had 
a pattern that I was happy with and it was 
time to give some out to friends. It soon 
became an instant favourite. In fact, many 
of them now use nothing else.
 So, it was on a balmy summer 
evening as the light faded in the sky that a 
few fishing friends and I had gathered by 
the river bank for a chat before we started 
fishing for the night. I handed them some 
Assassin tubes to try and agreed that we 
would meet up later for a break. Within 
minutes of leaving them I was getting 
texts to say they were hitting fish on the 
Assassin!
 Since that night many hundreds 
of sea trout haven been taken on it and 
we’ve also had some surprise grilse at last 
light. I normally fish it on a slow sink tip 
or intermediate line high up in the water 
column, letting the current swing it, while 
maintaining a slow figure of eight retrieve 

to stay in contact with the fly as it fishes 
around. This can be a deadly method 
and takes can be arm-wrenching. It has a 
real ability to pull fish off the bottom to 
take. Many nights my tally has been well 
into double figures using this fly, with a 
beautiful fish of 10lbs being the best I’ve 
taken on it so far.
 The Assassin is a really great fly 
to have in your box, and it will produce 
fish even on the most difficult of nights. 
Sometimes I’ll add a small set of eyes to 
the head or a fluoro green tail under the 
pink. Whether this improves the fly or 
not I don’t really know but it certainly 
doesn’t hurt, as it still takes plenty of fish. 
I always use Loop doubles (size 10 or 8) on 
my tubes, as they are really strong with a 
short shank, which eliminates leverage 
problems and really cuts down on the 
amount of fish lost.
 Why not tie up some Assassins 
and try them for yourself, but remember 
to hold on tight!

Tight lines and tight wraps.

Denis O Toole

1

2

3
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On the l kout...
#otslookout

“ Study nature, love nature, stay close to 
nature. It will never fail you ” 

Frank Lloyd Wright (1867 - 1959)

Scientific name: Emberiza schoeniclus

A non-native aquatic weed that almost all coarse anglers will 
be familiar with - easily identified with its whorls of 3 leaves. 
Established in most areas of the country, Canadian pondweed, 
as its name suggests, originated in Canada & North America, and 
was first introduced to Ireland in the 1830s. In some nutrient-rich 
waters growth is profuse to the point where it hampers angling 
and recreational water use as beds of the weed become very 
large & dense. Elodea can grow in depths of up to 8m in very 
clear water and there are indications that the invasion of zebra 
mussels (which filter the water of algae) may be causing an 
increase in growth of this plant. Often used in ornamental ponds 
as an oxygenating plant, Elodea grows via fragmentation from 
small stem segments meaning it’s spread can be rapid in new 
areas.  However, Canadian pondweed acts as a valuable habitat 
for a range of invertebrates like aquatic snails and can be of real 
benefit to a range of fish species. 

One of our most cryptic and misunderstood freshwater 
fish species, the stone loach is actually very widespread in 
Ireland, living in the majority of streams and rivers, big and 
small. With their 3 pairs of sensitive barbules they are well 
adapted for feeding on the riverbed, where they prey on 

invertebrates. Stone loach are small (max. 15cm) and 
primarily nocturnal, hence why few anglers encounter 

them, spending much of their time hiding under boulders 
and underwater structures. Like salmonids, they are 
lovers of clean gravel bottoms. This species is short-lived 
at just 2-5 years, with females (usually larger than males)
laying up to 10,000 very small sticky eggs on gravel or 
vegetation. Although not an angling species, stone loach 
are an important food for kingfishers, herons and eels.

Green shield bug
Scientific name: Palomena prasina

Reed bunting

Scientific name: Elodea canadensis

Scientific name: Barbatula barbatula

Canadian pondweed

Stone loach

A sweet, honey-smelling flowering plant found 
in almost any wet habitat, from marshes 
and fens to woods and meadows, flowering 
from late May onwards. Despite its fragrance 
and attractiveness to bees, in particular, the 
species produces no nectar - unbeknown 
to the insects! We owe the production of 
modern aspirin to meadowsweet - naturally 
occurring salicyclic acid was synthesised as 
asalicyclic acid in 1897 and one of our most 
important medicines was born. The Bayer 
pharmaceutical company renamed it aspirin 
after “Spiraea”, the original scientific name 
for the plant.

Scientific name: Filipendula ulmaria

Meadowsweet

There are some 15 different species of shield bug in 
Ireland, with the Green being one of the most common. 
These insects are distinctive with their flat, shield 
shaped body (10mm long) and vivid arrays of colours 
& markings. Shield bugs are also known as “stink 
bugs” by some due to the unpleasant 
secretion produced in response to 
predators – as such very few animals 
actually eat them. Like all true bugs, shield 
bugs have wings and are able to fly but typically 
walk, making them easy to spot. Found in a wide 
variety of habitats, both near and away from water, they 
feed on sap from vegetation such as nettles as opposed 
to eating leaves. Shield bugs often over-winter, turning a 
dark colour for hibernation before their colours become 
more intense in the spring. 

A commonly heard but less often seen small passerine bird found in 
wetland and farmland areas or anywhere with large reed beds. Reed 
buntings belong to the warbler family of birds and characteristically 
dart in and out of reed beds. This small species can be difficult to 
observe closely, except when singing where they perch high atop of 
bushes, branches and fence posts etc. Birds show a clear seasonal 
feeding pattern; in the warmer months they feed largely on insects 
but as natural food wanes towards the autumn more birds flock to 
farmland & gardens to consume seeds & grains. Colouration depends 
on sex, age and breeding season but males (pictured) are usually easy 
to distinguish from females due to their black head and white colour. 
Females are generally a lighter brown and have no collar. 
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New beginnings 
are often 
disguised 
as painful 
endings...

One of almost 300 carp to have died at 
Belvelly Lake, Cobh in recent weeks
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