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Editorial

Tis’ almost the season of good will to all 
and I am sure many of you are already 
thinking about the festive period and 

all of it’s financial implications! Although now 
mid-November as I write, the weather  hasn’t 
exactly felt very wintry in recent weeks. In fact, 
some flowers are still blooming as if it were late 
summer and certain butterflies are still active in 
some parts.

This completely independent magazine had 
several key aims when it first started almost 
three years ago; to inform, educate and inspire 
anglers of every type and ability - and we feel 
we have done a pretty good job at that. In 
a nutshell, Off the Scale set out to give Irish 
angling, in particular, a bit of a kick up the 
backside and spread positivity throughout the 
scene. Readers of this particular issue, our last 
of 2017, could be forgiven for thinking we have 
taken a rather sardonic look  at many of the 
major issues affecting our beloved pastime. 
However, this couldn’t be further from the truth. 

We feel that it is better to raise awareness of 
the real problems facing angling instead of 
sugar-coating them or, worse still, burying our 
collective heads in the sand. Sure, it would be a 
lot easier to ignore everything remotely negative 
and pretend all is hunky-dory but how then can 
we ever hope to progress or improve things? 
To this end, in this issue we look at some quite 
serious concerns revolving around crayfish 
plague (the science bit, pg 24) and widespread 
declining water quality (with biologist Gary 
Robinson, pg 44 and Geoff Cooper, pg  50). The 
latter two are especially relevant to pretty much 
every angler out there, whether they are aware 
of it or not. Hopefully by raising awareness 
through this magazine we can facilitate some 
sort of positive change...

Of course, we have loads of fishing material as 
well! As always there is a little bit of something 
for pretty much everyone, game, coarse or sea. 
We have added a new section - “Lowdown” - 
which deals with the important angling news 
that we think you need to know about. The 

The boring fine print...

The production of this digital publication in 
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signifies that all written, photographic 
and recorded media material exist under 
copyright towards Off the Scale and its 
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permission of Off the Scale. 

The views expressed by contributors within 
this publication are not necessarily those 
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intention is that this piece will grow and grow 
over the coming months.

Speaking of growth, the magazine continues to 
exceed all expectations and shows no sign of 
slowing down. In fact, 2018 will see Off the Scale 
become better than ever before, in more ways 
than one, but we’ll leave you hanging on that 
one for now!

Keep supporting the mag - it really does mean 
the world to us and makes all the hard work 
and sacrifice worthwhile! I hope you have a 
successful November, December and a great 
Christmas period, both on the water and off it. 

Tightest of lines,

Cover shot: Perch expert Alan 
Walsh with a recent autumn 2lb+ 
Irish canal stripey 
Photo credit: Bill Brazier

Acknowledgments

A massive thanks and well done to 
issue 19 contributors Alan Walsh, 
Peter Driver, Robbie Cording Jnr., 
Gary Robinson, Geoff Cooper, Chris 
O’Sullivan and Alex Chew.

As always, thank you to each and 
every one of the people behind the 
scenes and to our advertisers for their 
continued support. And lastly, thank you 
to all our thousands of readers - you 
make it all worthwhile!

Please spread the word! Send emails 
and messages to friends, like and share 
us on social media, tell everyone you 
know about the great work here at Off 
the Scale!

Let’s all cast a new eye on angling 
together...
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lowdown
The

GENETICS STUDY BOOSTS UNDERSTANDING OF 
IRISH BROWN TROUT

The overall findings from a 
large-scale genetics study on 
Irish brown trout populations 
were recently presented at the Understanding brown trout 
conference in Athlone (17th October), the results of which are now 
available online. 

The 3-year study, lead by Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI) and Queens 
University Belfast, analysed samples across 10 major catchments, 
and incorporated data collected since 2010. The results have major 
implications for the wider Environmental River Enhancement 
Programme (EREP), which aims to offset or enhance river and 
streams which have been impacted by Office of Public Works 
(OPW) arterial drainage schemes (that’s quite a few). 

Modern genetic analysis using DNA microsatellites allowed, for 
the first time in Ireland, the identification of fine-scale genetic 
structuring of trout populations. Many genetically unique groups 
(“families” or strains) were identified both within and between 
catchments. For example, there were 40 identified in the Lough 
Derg catchment alone. Incredibly, even within the same lake/river 
system, some trout groups appear sedentary (rarely moving away 
from their area) whereas others undertake considerable feeding 
and spawning migrations.

Interestingly, the results suggest that arterial drainage programmes 
carried out by the OPW in these catchments in the past have not 
had a negative impact on trout stocks, at least from a genetic 
perspective (surely, the same cannot be said for their habitats). 
Also, it appears that stocking with inbred hatchery trout does not 
appear to have had any long-term effect on the genetic integrity 
of wild populations. It was concluded by IFI & Queens that “these 
studies highlight the fact that nature has its own restocking system 
whose existence clearly negates the necessity for man-made 
hatcheries”. There is little genetic evidence from these studies that 
stocking of trout to conserve or restore populations works - the 
focus should clearly lie with habitat restoration or enhancement. 

Moving forward, these results will help to identify key sub-
catchments in terms of genetic value and also where enhancement 
programmes are likely to generate the best return on investment.

The reports and further information on the studies are available by 
CLICKING/TAPPING HERE

CRAYFISH PLAGUE UPDATE

An update on the status of crayfish plague 
has been released by the National Parks & 
Wildlife Service.

Crayfish plague is a fungal infection which 
infects and kills our native White-clawed 
crayfish (Austropotamobius pallipes). 100% 
of infected crayfish die within a matter of 
weeks. There is no vaccine and no natural 
immunity. White-clawed crayfish are strictly 
protected under the EU Habitats Directive 
and Irish Wildlife Acts. Additionally, they are 
also a very important (keystone) species in 
our waters as they act as natural cleaners of 
dead & decaying organic matter, as well as 
a valuable, high-protein food source for all 
types of freshwater fish, including trout, eels, 
perch and pike.

Outbreaks of crayfish plague have been 
confirmed in the rivers Suir, Deel (Limerick), 
Lorrha (Tipperary) and Barrow during 2017, 
in addition to an outbreak on the Bruskey 
River (Gowna catchment) in 2015. Follow-up 
surveys have confirmed crayfish numbers 
have dropped significantly following 
outbreaks. 

Genotypic analysis has proven that the 
plague outbreaks in the Suir & Barrow are of 
the same “strain”, whereas that in the Lorrha 
is different, meaning different sources of 
infection (Deel results unavailable). All of 
this is highly worrying for crayfish in Ireland, 
which represents the last stronghold for the 
species in Europe. 

Regrettably, to date very little has been 
done by the relevant authorities to prevent 
further spread with the exception of some 
awareness signs along major rivers and a 
“voluntary ban” on moving boats or angling 
gear from infected rivers elsewhere.

Crayfish plague spreads by spores and 
anything wet or containing water can 
transfer it. Anglers are therefore a high risk 
pathway for accidental transfer to new areas. 
Please, please refer to our biosecurity 
advice on pg 29.

SALMON & SEA TROUT STATISTICS FOR 2016 - 41% C&R RATE

Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI) 
recently released the rod-caught 
wild salmon & sea trout figures 
for last year, 2016. Note that these 
numbers are based on a national 
angling logbook return rate of 
68.6% from the 18,303 licences 
sold throughout the 
year - this 
is about 
average 
for Ireland 
over the last 
decade.
 
Anglers 
reported 
24,838 
salmon in 

The major angling news from the past few weeks

2016, down slightly from 2015. 
This was the 2nd lowest annual 
catch reported in the last 10 years. 
Salmon were recorded from 81 
fisheries overall. Of these fish, 
14,587 were harvested and 10,252 

subsequently 
released. This 
equates to a 
national catch 
& release 
rate of 41%. 
A total of 
3,784 spring 
salmon (2 
sea-winter 
and multi-
sea winter 
fish) were 

caught in 2016, of which 1,391 were 
released and 2,393 harvested.

Rod & line sea trout over 40cm 
(legal limit) totalled 1,328, down 
some 26% from 2015, reflecting the 
poor season experienced by many 
anglers and the overall downward 
trend in catch returns over the last 
few seasons.

Commercial fishermen caught 22% 
of the Total Allowable Catch (TAC) 
for 2016, with anglers accounting 
for the other 78%.

The full report is available HERE

YES, PIKE ARE PREDATORS BUT ARE THEY REALLY THE CAUSE OF TROUT DECLINES?

An entertaining, 
thought-provoking 
rational & objective 
breakdown of 
the recent “Pike 
are Predators” 
campaign 
emanating from 
the shores of Lough 
Corrib by Dean 
Watt, Scottish-
based predator 
angler  - this really 
is well worth a 
watch. 

You can form your 
own opinions on 
the veracity of the 
claims about pike...

Photo credit: Jason Nash

Want to share your news with us? Think we’ve missed 
something that we should cover? Then drop us a message 
via social media or email on editor@offthescaleangling.ie 
# lowdownOtS
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http://www.fisheriesireland.ie/extranet/fisheries-management-1/1461-wild-salmon-and-sea-trout-statistics-report-2016/file.html
http://www.fisheriesireland.ie/extranet/fisheries-management-1/1461-wild-salmon-and-sea-trout-statistics-report-2016/file.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qK71xApcJ6E&t=7s
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MICROPLASTICS CAUSE 
BRAIN DAMAGE IN FISH

WILD SALMON AND SEA TROUT 
CONSERVATION MEASURES FOR 2018 

A new study from Lund University in Sweden 
shows that plastic particles in water may end 
up inside fish brains. The plastic can cause 
brain damage, which is the likely cause of 
behavioural disorders observed in the fish.
 
Calculations have shown that 10 per cent of all 
plastic produced around the world ultimately 
ends up in the oceans. Plastic hangs around 
for a long, long time (think: hundreds of years) 
and instead of degrading it is simply broken 
down into smaller & smaller pieces. These 
are known as microplastics. These are a big 
problem because all sorts of animals like 
plankton, the base of aquatic food chains,  
mistake plastic particles for food. In turn, 
fish (and all other higher animals) eat these 
plastic-filled organisms. The study found 
that fish developed behavioural disorders 
due to plastics in their brain, causing them to 
become slower and less likely to explore their 
surroundings. 

Sean Kyne, T.D., Minister of State at the Department of Communications, 
Climate Action and Environment, has given statutory notice of his 
intention to make the Wild Salmon and Sea Trout Tagging Scheme 
(Amendment) Regulations, 2017 to provide for the management of the 
wild salmon and sea trout fishery by Inland Fisheries Ireland from 1st 
January 2018.

A copy of the draft regulations is open for public inspection at the offices 
of the Department in Cavan and also at the offices of Inland Fisheries 
Ireland or can be viewed & downloaded by clicking HERE.

Any person may submit observations/objections to the draft regulations 
at any time during the period of 30 days concluding on 14 December, 
2017, either to the address below or by e-mail to inland.fisheries@dccae.
gov.ie. All submissions received will be published on the Department’s 
website following the conclusion of the consultation period.

Inland Fisheries Division
Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environment,
Elm House,
Earlsvale Road,
Cavan Town.

SUCCESS FOR CO. OFFALY ANGLER AT FEEDERFEST ON INNISCARRA

Anglers from England, Ireland, Holland, Italy and Denmark 
braved Storm Brian to travel to Inniscarra Lake for Ireland’s 
premier Feeder Angling Festival 23rd to 27th October. 94 feeder 
experts including several world champions, expert tip anglers 
and newcomers to the area keen to fish on Inniscarra Lake and 
the world class venue, the Coachford Greenway travelled to 
the Lee Valley for the competition.  The aftermath of Hurricane 
Ophelia was evident in the water levels on the reservoir and the 
match organisers had a difficult task to make some of the areas 
accessible; this was overcome with the help of the ESB and after 
some last-minute pegging all was ready for five days of match 
fishing with the inclusion of venues such as the Garden Centre, 
Graveyard and Inishleena.

The fishing was challenging under current conditions, with 
differing water levels and cooling temperatures. It was quickly 
evident that this was going to be a roach match with the shoals 
of skimmers harder to target. Bonus hybrids and large perch (up 
to a 1.5kg in weight) proved invaluable with a mixed net of these 
securing a win.

The close match saw County Offaly angler Julian Kendrick 
go into the final day in 5th position and finish with 154 fish at 
the Graveyard to include three large perch for 14.310 kg and a 
final winning weight of 50.830kg. Runner Up Drennan angler 
Dean Barlow once again fished a consistent match throughout 
finishing under 2 kilos behind Julian with 48.660kg. Michael 
Buchwalder was favourite going into the last day but had a 
tough match at the Garden Centre for 7.300 kg, finishing  just 80g 
behind Dean in third place.

Julian says; “I love Inniscarra Lake and am lucky to be able 
to frequent many of the series of festivals on the venue. I was 
fortunate enough to fish alongside Steve and Phil Ringer in 2016 
and learnt a lot from them and after much practise my efforts have 
been rewarded this year. I used an open feeder for most of the 
match, feeding chopped worm and Sensas Black Lake and Gros 
Gardons; adding caster for the bonus fish, on a single red maggot 
hook-bait. Taking no chances, I used a size 10 Sensas hook and a 
0.18 hook length on a braid direct running Dean Barlow feeder-
link. 

“As a Sensas angler I am particularly pleased to have won this 
event and I would like to thank all the sponsors and to Inniscarra 
Lake TDL for the smooth match organisation, including fresh 
bait deliveries from Irish Tackle and Bait Ltd and to everyone 
in Coachford and the surrounding area for their hospitality. My 

A key environmental NGO, the Irish 
Wildlife Trust (IWT), has called on 
Minister for Agriculture, Food & Marine 
Michael Creed TD, to implement a 
ban on pair trawling in Irish coastal 
waters in order to preserve our marine 
ecosystems.

Pair trawling is a method whereby two 
boats work together, towing typically 
small-meshed nets in an effort to target 
small fish species, such as sprat. This 
allows a much larger area to be trawled 
than single boats working alone, and 
potentially return greater amounts of 
fish. Small mesh also greatly increases 
the potential for unwanted by-catch. 

However, the IWT as well as many 
scientific, angling and environmental 
campaigners, have expressed their 
disbelief that pair trawling is allowed to 
take place in sensitive inshore waters, 
where small fish species - the base of 
many marine food webs - are caught 
without quota restrictions. 

In disbelief, IWT Campaigns Officer 

Pádraic Fogarty says “pair trawling 
is just one example of destructive 
fishing practices that are allowed in 
Irish waters. If we are serious about 
protecting the marine environment it 
should be banned outright in coastal 
areas. It’s mad that such damaging 
practices are not only allowed but are 
totally unregulated.”

Pair-trawling is known to have taken 
place in the mouth of the River 
Shannon (Counties Clare and Limerick) 

and Kenmare Bay (Co. Kerry), both so-
called Special Areas of Conservation, 
protected under European law for 
various species such as bottlenose 
dolphins, otter and harbour seals. Such 
inshore areas are also vital nursery 
habitats for many fish & bird species. 
The IWT is calling on Minister Michael 
Creed to ban the practice.  Due to the 
harmful environmental impacts pair 
trawling has been banned in UK waters 
since 2005.

congratulations to all the winners and everyone who took part – it 
has been another great festival!”

Fantastic sponsorship from Guinness contributed to a 
massive prize fund of €21,920 along with €5,000 of tackle from 
Sensas Ireland rewarding the top eight winners with super 
cash prizes on top of daily and section wins. Julian’s name 
will now appear on the custom-made trophy and he returns 
home with the unique hand-crafted feeder hallmarked in 
Cork silver commissioned by sponsors Jackie Lennox Chip 
Shop.  O’Callaghan’s and O’Riordan’s Bars in Coachford once 
again looked after the anglers from the draw to the evening 
entertainment which saw different nationalities enjoy the local 
craic.

The organisers would like to thank sponsors Noel Healy, 
Guinness for their support of this event and the sport of angling 
for which it is always difficult to attract a commercial sponsor. 
Thank you too to Gavin Walsh, Sensas Ireland and Duncan 
Lennox, Jackie Lennox Chip Shop for their continued support 
of the festival which is dominated by the visiting angler and of 
great benefit to this rural area of Ireland.

IRISH WILDLIFE TRUST CALLS ON MINISTER MICHAEL CREED TO 
END DESTRUCTIVE ‘PAIR-TRAWLING’ IN COASTAL WATERS

Photo credit: Bill Brazier
Pair trawling in Kenmare Bay

lowdown
The

The major angling news from the past few weeks
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http://www.lunduniversity.lu.se/article/brain-damage-in-fish-affected-by-plastic-nanoparticles
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Drop shotting for perch with Alan Walsh
Words & images: Bill Brazier

LIGHT LURE FISHING FOR PERCH HAS SURGED IN POPULARITY 
IN RECENT YEARS, LARGELY DUE TO ITS SIMPLICITY AND 
ACCESSIBILITY.  WE RECENTLY HOOKED UP WITH ONE OF 
IRELAND’S LEADING PERCH ANGLERS, ALAN WALSH, TO FIND 
OUT HOW HE APPROACHES RIVERS AND CANALS USING 

DROP SHOT TACTICS

The day dawned begrudgingly, 
as darkness gave way to 
lesser shades of grey on a 
calm and unseasonably mild 
November morning. Gold 

and amber leaves peppered the surface 
of the river and, in the half-light, so too 
did prey fish desperately trying to avoid 
becoming some thing’s breakfast. With a 
slight tinge of colour washing out of the 
water after some recent heavy rainfall, 
conditions looked pretty promising 
for some striped tormentors and as 
our perch expert rolled up alongside, 
his enthusiastic smile told me that he 
agreed.
 This, our first location of the 
day, was a favoured spot for many a 
perch hunter along the beautiful River 
Barrow and one which Alan knew well. 
However, as with all running waters, 
especially as we approach the colder 
months of the year, the fish’s presence 
was not guaranteed. “The perch and the 
prey fish can be stacked in here one day 
and simply gone the next” explained a 
cheerful Alan, “they are very mobile and 
are sometimes very hard to track down”. 
That being said, such spots as this one, 

where a canal cut joins the main river, 
usually offer great refuge for bait fish 
out of the main flow and, in turn, great 
ambush points for predators like pike 
and perch. This is especially true when 
the river is high or even in flood. 
 As well as being perhaps one 
of the finest and most dedicated perch 
anglers in the country right now, Al had 
really done his homework in the lead up 
to this trip, trying to pin down some fish 
for the cameras. A detailed knowledge 
of the local area and a process of 
elimination in previous day’s fishing 
had told him that the bulk of the local 
perch population should be here – the 
scattering of incredible numbers of fry 
on the surface seemed to confirm his 
suspicions! Before our morning niceties 
had even finished, and behind my back, 
Alan suddenly snuck off down the path, 
eager as can be to get a cast in! I grinned 
and thought to myself “that’s the spirit!” 
before following in hot pursuit.
 The first thing that struck me 
was the limited amount of gear Alan 
had with him. Literally all he took out 
of the van was a light lure rod and a 
landing net. He even dispensed with 

the typical small tackle bag, instead 
keeping the minimum of terminal tackle 
like hooks and lures in his pockets. A 
small bait bucket filled to the brim with 
dendrobaena worms was looped to his 
belt. Clearly, even though at this spot 
he was confident that perch were in 
residence, roving the river would be a 
doddle given the lack of gear to weigh 
him down. 
 For most of his perch fishing 
– and he does a lot more than most! 
– Alan prefers to employ drop shot 
tactics. “It’s not that I don’t use jig heads 
or normal lures and spinners, or even 
float fish, I just think drop shotting is a 
more versatile method” explained our 
companion as he made his first few 
casts into a very slow-flowing stretch of 
river. “With the drop shot you can, if you 
wish, fish the lure right near the weight, 
near the bottom, or you can fish it further 
up the line above any weed or debris. You 
can retrieve and work it really slowly or 
really fast, depending on what the fish 
want. You can easily change the size and 
shape of weights to help achieve a better 
presentation, quickly change baits, the 
list goes on”.
 The morning was tranquil and 
still and the only sounds that could be 
heard apart from the water trickling 
through the nearby lock gates and 
the birdsong was the simultaneous 
scattering of large numbers of small 
dace and roach as something predatory 
chased them up to the surface. We both 
hoped they weren’t pike, which can be 
a problem when targeting perch. “Some 
lads are very scared of getting bitten off 
by pike when perching but in all my years 
of doing this style of LRF fishing it has 
only happened once, maybe twice. Most 

1

1. The first perch of the day fell to drop-
shotted worm, as did many others!

10 11
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of the time any pike you do hook are in 
the scissors or top lip but I have to say I 
rarely hook any pike at all!”. No doubt 
like many of you, I was surprised at this 
revelation. Alan reassured me that “you 
can use a lightweight wire trace if you’re 
that worried, like 10lb wire, but I find the 
perch definitely shy away from this and 
it can ruin presentation. Sometimes you 
have to compromise though”. His final 
comment on the wire vs. fluoro debate, 
before he hooked the first perch of the 
morning, was that if you are getting 
lots of pike taking your drop shot lures 
then you are probably fishing the wrong 
retrieve… Testament to this was that 
Alan didn’t hook into a single Esox 
on his drop shot set up, even though 
the channel in front of us was clearly 
holding lots of them - they could be 
seen smashing into bait fish. 
 It took 15 or 20 minutes for 
Alan to land that first stripey and 
after that they started to come with a 
bit more regularity. The average size 
was very good and all were in great 
condition, being wide across the back 
with high shoulders that so often 
signifies good growth potential. The 
killer bait this morning appeared to be 
live worms, which I think it’s fair to say 
many wouldn’t usually use on the drop 
shot. “Sometimes worms will get you 
bites, lots of bites, when artificial lures 
won’t” warned Al. “It always pays to 
keep changing until you find a bait that 
catches consistently. On certain days 
you’ll find the perch will only hit one 
colour of lure, or one size, or they want 
a very small bait, or a very large one! No 
two days ever seem to be the same and 
that’s what keeps it so interesting”.
 Like a lot of freshwater lovers 
reading this, Alan’s very first fish was a 
perch and although he said it happened 
more years ago than he cared to 
remember (!), his love for those stripes, 

that spikey dorsal, the blood red fins and 
their almost mob-like attitude has never 
gone away. Each perch that was netted 
or swung to hand in this picturesque 
spot, no matter its size, was admired as 
if it was the last one on Earth and even 
though he was very keen to stress that 
his fishing is not at all about the size of 
the fish, the hope of a monster is what 
fuels his dreams. I think many of us are 
the same.
 Alan practiced what he 
preached over the next hour or so, 
swapping from worms to small worm-
like lures and even small deadbaits to 
keep the action coming and to try and 
work out what, if any, preferences the 
perch had this morning. “Small dead 
dace are actually a great bait to fish 
on the drop shot” he clarified as it was 
swung out with a considerable plop. 
I was sure a marauding pike would 
snaffle it up in no time but instead Al 
proceeded to catch a lovely perch of 
well over a pound. “See, it’s all about 
the retrieve” he said with a wry smile as I 
netted his prize. 
 The perch were evidently spoilt 
for choice in this area with copious 
amounts of small dace and roach to 
feast on and getting consistent bites 
was, as Alan admitted, tricky but it was 
worms that won the bait challenge, 
hands-down. He kept catching perch 
though, really working the swim and 
refusing to give up. Or move. Many 
anglers, myself included, who didn’t 
know the local areas so well would have 
no doubt happily moved elsewhere 
before too long, keen to find a different 
pack of perch in a more obliging mood – 
but not Alan! Through sheer experience 
of these venues, he knew something I 
didn’t and after almost two hours fishing 
in the one general area he got “the” bite. 
This fish was clearly in a different league 
and took line off the reel as I scrambled 

back along the bank having released the 
last perch some distance downstream 
(top tip there for all perch anglers). Even 
Alan feared it may be a pike but soon 
those unmistakable stripes and bucket-
like mouth faded into vision, forcing 
me to drop the camera and focus on 
netting what was clearly a very special 
fish! This was the perch we had prayed 
so hard for today – and it was still only 
breakfast time! The late Dick Walker, 
widely accepted as the forefather of 
modern specialist angling, famously  
maintained that a big perch was “the 
biggest fish of all”. At 2lb 4oz it was 
certainly an impressive and magnificent 
fish, and even though he has caught an 
almost unbelievable amount of big Irish 
perch, Al was giddy with glee. The smile 
says it all. Perseverance had paid off, big 
time.

“ his love for those stripes, that spikey dorsal, the blood 
red fins and their almost mob-like attitude has never gone 
away. Each perch that was netted or swung to hand in this 
picturesque spot, no matter its size, was admired as if it was 

the last one on Earth...”

2. Always look for structure, cover and 
shelter to fish to. That’s where the perch 
will be

3. Small dead dace are a great and 
under-used drop shot bait, especially 
when perch are hunting fry 

4. “...forcing me to drop the camera and 
focus on netting what was clearly a very 
special fish!”

5. A very special fish of 2lb 4oz made 
the day a roaring success before we’d 
even grabbed breakfast

12 4

3

5

12 13
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Having caught a couple of dozen 
stripeys, the day was already a 
success but it was far from over 

and our perch maestro was keen to 
show me how good the Grand Canal 
can be. So, after a much needed 
breakfast, we nonchalantly headed off 
to its crystal clear waters. Irish canals 
are often perceived by many anglers to 
be fishless expanses of water when the 
truth is they are anything but! “The fish 
are just very, very localised” confirmed 
Alan. “You have small pockets of fish in 
small areas, which like to move around a 
lot so you really have to put in the hours 
to find them”. 
 And that, today, is just what 
we did. In fact, Alan fished a number 
of different spots, none of which were 
really anywhere near each other. It was 
literally the Grand tour, dropping in with 
the drop shot for a short while before 
catching a few perch and then heading 
off to pastures new. “Being mobile is 
important on rivers but it is absolutely key 
on the canals. The water is usually clear 
and the fish are very easily spooked”. As 
if to make his point, at one particular 
spot, where a tiny depression in the 
canal bed often holds a small shoal of 
vividly marked perch, Alan could only 

manage to land five or six stunning, 
modest-sized fish in half an hour before 
the rest of shoal either stopped feeding 
or simply moved off. With that, we 
moved as well.
 At the next location, Alan 
showed superbly how mobility, 
perseverance and local knowledge can 
all come together to catch you fish. The 
sun was now high in the sky and with 
clear, blue skies we weren’t exactly 
confident of getting much more action. 
Bright sunshine is usually the kiss of 
death for perch, who typically show 
marked feeding spells in low light at 
dawn and dusk. However, on arrival Alan 
happily informed me that this generally 
gin-clear stretch of canal was carrying 
a bit of colour and that we might just 
winkle out one or two more fish. 
 As Al cast around and in 
between the moored barges, searching 
for some fish, I started to ask a bit more 
about his drop shot set up. Mentioning 
to him that an increasing number of 
people are becoming sceptical about 
whether or not fluorocarbon is actually 
“invisible” to fish, Alan simply replied 
that he uses it more for its inherent 
stiffness and abrasion resistance rather 
than anything else. “6lb fluoro seems to 

6. Canal lock gates like this are usually 
a perch magnet

7. Alan kept changing lures throughout 
the day, and kept catching! This one fell 
to a 2” Vibro Worm

9. Not only was the fishing excellent but 
the scenery and weather made it one of 
those days to remember

9. The unseasonably bright, warm 
sunshine was negated by a slight tinge 
of colour, which meant the perch 
continued to feed

6 7

8 9

14 15
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be the best all-round choice for me. It’ll 
cope with any perch you’ll ever hook plus 
it can deal with a rogue pike or snags 
pretty well, too”. 
 Hook choice, as with any 
species, is dictated by bait size but a 
good general starting point for perch 
is a size 4 or 6. Some people struggle 
in setting up drop shot rigs, although 
the availability of ready-tied rigs and 
dedicated swivel hooks are making 
this less of an issue. “I’ve always used 
a palomar knot” chirped Alan, “and 
see no reason to change”. Another top 
tip was then passed on regarding the 
hook set up. “A palomar when tied will 
usually make the hook sit at a near-90° 
angle to the mainline but this is not great 
for hooking fish. Instead work the knot 
with your fingers so that the hook sits at 
something like a 60° or 45° [downward] 
angle. This makes the hook gape 
effectively larger and means your hook-
up rate will greatly increase”. 
 “And what about the choice 
of drop shot weights?” I asked, “do you 
change the shape or size often?”. “I keep 
it simple, really” he replied. “Cylinder 
shapes are great for fishing in and around 
weed as they don’t snag up as often, 
whereas the ball shape weights allow 
you to feel the bottom you are fishing over 
a bit better. I see some guys fishing with 
ridiculously heavy drop shot weights, like 
10g or above! That’s madness as it ruins 
the sensation you get down the braid 
and messes up presentation. I like to use 
the lightest weight I can get away with 
and rarely go over 3g, but this depends 
on the weather and water temperature. 
It really cold conditions you are looking 
to fish the drop shot almost stationary.” 
Explaining his thought process further, 
Alan added “Always leave a small bow 
in the line to highlight bites, never fish a 
tight from the rod tip to the lure. This way 
bites can show as either a slackening 
or tightening of the braid and you will 
almost always see the bite before you 
feel it”. It’s an old adage but perch really 
do not like resistance in any set up.

 One aspect of drop shotting 
that you rarely see talked about is 
that the drop shot weight itself often 
acts as a lure as well. Personally I have 
found this out whilst fishing for mini sea 
species and Alan assures me it happens 
all the time with perch as well. “Always 
try and keep the weight on the bottom as 
it stirs up the silt and this, along with the 
flash from the weight, is a really strong 
attractant to perch!” 
 Alan also added that the 
distance between your hook and weight 
is very important. “Remember, even 
though it seems wrong, the longer the gap 
between hook and weight, the closer the 
bait will fish to the bottom on a normal, 
0 - 70o retrieve”. One of the big pluses of 

this style of fishing, as we mentioned 
earlier, is that it can be adjusted quickly 
but Alan usually favours a hook to 
weight distance of around 10-15 inches, 
or slightly longer for fishing further out 
on larger rivers, up to 24”.  Finally, I asked 
Alan for his number one tip for someone 
looking to start perching on a river or 
stretch of canal. He paused, mused 
and deliberated for a good minute 
or so before answering with a simple 
“perseverance”. Not rigs, hook pattern, 
braid diameter or even lure choice; just 
good old fashioned perseverance. 
 At first it seemed as if no perch 
were in residence at this relatively 
popular stretch, or perhaps they were 
simply avoiding the bright, warm 

“ Always leave a small bow in the line to highlight bites, never 
fish a tight from the rod tip to the lure. This way bites can 
show as either a slackening or tightening of the braid and 

you will almost always see the bite before you feel it”

sunshine. But then, out of nowhere, Alan 
got a take, and another, and another in 
the space of a few minutes – hanging 
out in the shade of a barge, it was a 
case of fish found! We were both very 
surprised to catch anything at all at this 
time of the day (after lunch) but Al didn’t 
need any persuasion to take advantage 
of this unusually-timed feeding spell! As 
earlier, chopping between worms and 
artificial lures kept the bites coming and 
although the action wasn’t hectic, it was 
definitely a bonus given the summer-
like conditions. Red admiral butterflies 
fluttered in the hedgerows, flowers 
that should have died weeks ago were 
still in full bloom and a trio of buzzards 
circled overhead, reminding both of us 

that fishing is about so much more than 
catching fish…
 Having said that, fishing is 
always that little bit better when you 
do actually catch a fish, especially a big 
one! On Alan’s eleventh “last cast”, the 
yellow braid twitched on the surface as 
the worm was engulfed by something of 
substantial size. Knowing the potential 
of the stretch, he soon stopped 
generously providing perch advice 
and turned his attentions to halting a 
fish which was intent on diving under 
every barge in the vicinity. The clear 
water made things worse as we could 
both see this was another seriously big 
stripey. The perfectly pre-set clutch did 
its job, and the light rod cushioned the 

10. Crayfish = perch food! They are a 
big reason why the perch in the Barrow 
& Grand Canal are so much larger than 
average

11. Some of Alan’s tools of the trade. He 
carries a little bit of everything

12. We couldn’t believe the fish were 
still feeding but Alan took full advantage

13. Another stunning perch on the 
drop shot lovingly returned, perfect in 
every way

14. “The clear water made things worse 
as we could both see this was another 
seriously big stripey”

10

11
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repeated lunges of an angry, defiant 
fish before it was neatly engulfed in the 
mesh of the net. As if one two pounder 
today wasn’t enough, this second one 
was a dream come true. Its colours 
and markings shone brilliantly in the 
autumn sunshine, its blood-red fins 
telling stories of previous battles. 
 What better way to end a 
day with one of the most genuine and 
unquestionably talented perch anglers 
in the country. Before we both headed 
our separate ways, talk turned to the 
recent rise in the number of Irish anglers 
specifically fishing for perch. It’s fair 
to say that Ireland has always been 
known for numbers of perch but never 
considered to have great amounts of 
large fish. The results of Alan and a 
select band of dedicated perch hunters 
in recent years are disproving this 
theory. Big perch are out there for sure 
and seemingly in greater numbers than 
we ever thought. They can turn up in the 
most unlikely of places, too, so long as 
there is enough food for them. Maybe 
you will find your own dream perch 
water this winter? If not, it’s guaranteed 
that you’ll have lots of fun trying!

“ I asked Alan for his number one tip for someone looking to start perching 
on a river or stretch of canal. He paused, mused and deliberated for a 

good minute or so before answering with a simple “perseverance” ”

15. To help prevent spreading 
crayfish plague (see pages 28 & 29) we 
disinfected our wet gear between spots. 
It only takes a minute & could stop the 
destruction of your favourite areas

16. Al’s second 2lb+ perch of a very 
successful day. They truly are “the 
biggest fish of all”

15

16
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VISIT US:
Unit D,
Southgate,
Cork St.
Dublin 8

EMAIL US:
info@southsideangling.ie

CALL US:
01-4530266

Find us on For all your fishing 
needs, since 1989

Hover over product 
to see prices & click/

tap to buy!
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The

bitMAKING THE COMPLICATED SIMPLE

White-clawed 
Crayfish

One of the most interesting animals in our freshwater habitats is one many 
of you won’t know too much about, the white-clawed crayfish, but why are 

they so important and why should we care about them?
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It’s fair to say that many anglers 
and water lovers know very little 
about crayfish in general. They 

are usually quite cryptic and shy in 
their behaviour and most only ever 
get fleeting glances. In fact, many 
people are totally unaware that we 
have these crustaceans, which can 
look to some like mini-lobsters, in 
our waterways at all! But, as you will 
read here, they play vital roles in our 
freshwater ecosystems and really are 
very important. 

 In Ireland we have a single 
species, the white-clawed crayfish 
(Austropotamobius pallipes), one of 
some 16 species now found across 
Europe. Many anglers who have 
fished abroad or even in the UK will 
be aware of American signal crayfish 
(Pacifastacus lenisculus), an invasive 
species with bright red claws which 
has spread rapidly since its escape 
from the food farming industry 
decades ago. Signal crayfish are the 
nemesis of the white-clawed, which 

are native to Ireland, the UK and much 
of Western Europe – we will find out 
why later on.

HABITATS & FEEDING

White-clawed crayfish are typically 
found in streams, rivers and canals 
with good water quality and high 
oxygen levels but are also found 
in some lake systems. Like all 
invertebrates, crayfish do not have 
a skeleton on the inside like we do – 

instead they have what is termed an 
“exoskeleton”, literally meaning one 
on the outside. Their shell is made 
primarily of calcium and therefore 
they need to live in waters where 
calcium is plentiful, or else shell 
formation and growth would be 
problematic. Calcium-rich waters are 
alkaline and have an above average 
pH (7 being pH neutral, like most 
tap water) and are classically found 
flowing over and in limestone areas 
throughout the country. Basically, 
limestone waters are richer in 
aquatic life as they can support more 
invertebrates, which means more 
food for practically everything else, 
including fish of course. 
 Crayfish are quite secretive 
creatures which are mostly nocturnal. 
They, therefore, need plenty of places 
to hide during the day to avoid being 
eaten. Such places are collectively 
called “refugia” (i.e. refuges) and can 
be anything from large stones and 
boulders, to cracks in underwater 

stonework, sunken logs and tree 
roots. The key characteristic a crayfish 
is in the market for is a home that 
will not move or be washed away in 
high flows or during floods. Juvenile 
crayfish, which are very small, are 
even more vulnerable to predation 
and often hide out in dense weed 
beds. White-clawed’s also sometimes 
live in burrows in the bankside, which 
they dig out with their claws. Areas 
with steep or vertical marginal slopes, 
such as those often found in our 
canal networks, must be like the Ritz 
for crayfish. They avoid areas of fine 
silt as this clogs their gills and makes 
oxygen uptake difficult. 
 White-clawed crayfish grow 
slowly and can live for up to 10 years, 

Crayfish are quite secretive creatures 
which are mostly nocturnal. They, 
therefore, need plenty of  places to hide 
during the day to avoid being eaten...

Left: 
Current white-clawed crayfish distribution in 
Ireland & Northern Ireland. Shaded red areas 
indicate crayfish plague outbreak locations

Below:
Crayfish require structures that don’t move with 
floods or fast currents to live and hide under, 
such as large boulders

Photo credit: Ecofact
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Above:
Female crayfish carry 50-100 eggs on their 
undersides through the winter before 
they hatch in mid-summer. When doing 
so they are termed “berried” and do not 
feed or grow

Below:
Crayfish play a key role in grazing 
submerged weed beds and recycling 
decaying leaf matter. Juveniles also hide 
in weed to avoid predators

Left: 
Juvenile crayfish are mini-versions 
of adults and are very vulnerable to 
predation by birds, mammals, large 
insects and fish

Above: 
The much larger American signal 
crayfish are one of the main reasons for 
white-clawed declines across Europe. 
Signal’s are not present in Ireland but 
are widespread in the south of the UK

The ecological importance of  white-clawed 
crayfish should not be understated and 
they form a key part of  the diet of  many 
other animals
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becoming mature after 3 or 4. Few 
crayfish reach a (body) length greater 
than 10 or 12cm and grow through 
moulting, whereby the old shell, now 
too small to fit inside, is discarded and 
a new one grown. Moulting depends 
on age and sex; mature males 
moult twice a year (in early and late 
summer), mature females moult only 
once (in late summer) and juveniles 
may moult several times in a season. 
Males are usually larger than females 
and are fiercely territorial, frequently 
fighting with other males. Common 
battle scars include crayfish with only 
one claw after the victor has literally 
ripped it off during the encounter! 
 Crayfish group up for breeding 
in the autumn (October - November) 
when water temperatures are around 
10°C. Below this temperature crayfish 
do not feed nor breed. Males fertilise 
the eggs, usually less than 100 per 
crayfish, which the female carries 
around with her on her underside 
through the winter and spring, 
before hatchlings appear in early 
to mid-summer. Females carrying 
eggs are said to be “berried”, as the 
eggs look like small berries stuck 
to her abdomen. About half of the 
eggs survive to this stage and these 
hatchlings remain attached to their 
mother until their second moult. It is 
only at this stage that the female can 
resume her own moulting and feeding 
as the young become independent. 
 Crayfish are omnivores, 
meaning they will eat both live and 
dead plant and animal matter. Snails, 
crustacean and insect larvae, fish 
eggs and fry, fallen leaf litter and 
submerged vegetation are all fair 
game. As such, white-clawed crayfish 
play an important role in “cleaning 
up” aquatic habitats and recycling 
nutrients, and their impact of grazing 
on weedbeds can be quite surprising 
for such a small creature. There is 
some research to suggest that white-
clawed’s may well prey on the invasive 
zebra mussel in Irish waters where 
they now co-exist. As mentioned 
above, crayfish primarily feed at night 
to reduce risk of predation and are 
often visible under torch light in the 
shallow margins.

IMPORTANCE OF CRAYFISH

The ecological importance of white-
clawed crayfish should not be 
understated and they form a key part 
of the diet of many other animals. 
These high-protein packages are 
a delicacy if you are an otter, and 
some of you may have come across 
conspicuously placed otter droppings 
(“scat”) full of broken crayfish shells. 
Dragonfly larvae, which are among 
the largest insect larvae found in 
our waters, are significant predators 
of juvenile crayfish. Crayfish are 
also eaten by a host of water 
birds such as herons and, when 
small, kingfishers, and form an 
important part of the diet of many 
fish species in Ireland including 
perch, pike and eels, as well as 
bream, roach and their hybrids, 
tench and carp, where present.  
Interestingly, many of the larger 
wild brown trout found across the 
Irish midland rivers, such as the 
River Suir, would appear to be so 
large due partly to the crayfish 
portion of their diet. 
 So, as you can see, 
white-clawed crayfish are a 
very important species in our 
freshwaters. Not surprisingly they 
are afforded legal protection 
under both Irish and European 
law. This species is listed on 

Annex II of the EU Habitats Directive 
- the key environmental legislation 
protecting habitats and species across 
Europe - which means that Special 
Areas of Conservation (SACs) are 
established specifically to conserve 
this species. Any environmental or 
development works carried out along 
or beside waters containing crayfish 
are legally obliged to do all they can 
to prevent damage to them. 

CONSERVATION THREATS

Populations of white-clawed crayfish 
across Western Europe have reduced 
dramatically in the last 150 years 
due to human disturbances such 
as overfishing, habitat destruction, 
pollution and the introduction of 
foreign crayfish species, notably 
Signal crayfish which are larger, 
produce more offspring and generally 
out-compete them for food and 
habitat. These trends make our Irish 
populations especially important as 
Ireland is the last great stronghold 
for white-clawed crayfish in Western 
Europe. However, unfortunately all is 
not well in our waters…
 The threat of invasive 
species is particularly high for 

Ireland and Northern Ireland, being 
a small, largely ecologically-isolated 
island with a more limited range of 
native species than elsewhere in 
Europe. In the UK (mostly England), 
Signal crayfish have reached huge 
abundances throughout and have 
seen off many of the last remaining 
populations of white-clawed crayfish. 
There is serious concern that Signal’s 
will soon reach Irish shores. On top 
of this, the issue of illegal trapping 
and poaching of native crayfish in 
Irish waters is an increasingly large 
problem. Crayfish are relatively 

easy to catch in baited traps and 
entire populations can effectively be 
wiped out in smaller water bodies. 
Widespread declining water quality is 
also a cause for concern.

CRAYFISH PLAGUE

No doubt many of you in Ireland will 
have seen or heard mention of the 
alarming crayfish plague over the 
course of this summer (2017). Crayfish 
plague (Aphanomyces astaci) is a 
highly infectious fungus that causes 
100% mortality in every white-clawed 
crayfish that contracts it. There is no 
natural immunity and no vaccine 
to cure it. This fungus attaches to 
thin areas of cuticle (outer shell) as 
a spore and then grows through the 
tissues, leading to death in around 
two to three weeks. The swimming 
spores then transmit directly from the 
infected or recently dead crayfish to 
other areas. Spores are easily spread 
accidentally by anglers and other 
water users (e.g. canoes, kayaks, Photo credit: Ecofact
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relevant authorities... have done little to raise 
awareness of  the crayfish plague problem let 
alone... prevent further spread
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boats) through wet gear. The fungus 
also affects the normal vision of 
the crayfish and so it may be seen 
crawling around in broad daylight 
where it usually wouldn’t. Crayfish 
plague originates in North American 
crayfish and it is their introduction to 
Europe that has caused many of the 
white-clawed populations to decline. 
 Although there was a 
recorded outbreak of crayfish plague 
in the Boyne catchment in the 1980s, 
and a further isolated incident in the 
River Bruskey, Co. Cavan in 2015, 
Ireland has remained relatively free 
from the impacts of this fungus until 
this year (2017). Over the course of 
this summer, crayfish plague was 
confirmed first in the River Suir and 
then quickly spread to the nearby 
River Barrow. The Limerick Deel and 
Lorrha River in Tipperary (tributary 
of Lough Derg) have also suffered 
outbreaks and wide-scale population 
declines have occurred, and continue 
to occur. Preliminary genetic analysis 
of the fungus from these locations has 
proven that the outbreaks in the Suir 
and Barrow are unrelated to the one 
on the Lorrha, meaning it is likely that 
there have been at least two different 
sources of infection. A single source 

of crayfish plague infection would be 
worrying enough but more than this is 
serious cause for concern.
 It cannot be disputed that 
Ireland’s record for biosecurity – the 
prevention of non-native species 
spreading to and within our shores – 
is very poor. Indeed, in recent years 
alone we have seen the spread of 
zebra mussels, Asian clams and 
Lagarosiphon weed, all highly invasive 
species capable of causing significant 
ecological and financial damage 
to aquatic habitats. Then we have 
the big, wet elephant in the room; 
roach, which have directly caused 
widespread and irreparable changes 
to Irish fish communities since their 
spread starting in the early 1970s (a 
story for another issue, perhaps). And 
these are just the aquatic invasive 
species, not mentioning the ream of 
terrestrial ones! The introduction and 
subsequent (and continuing) spread 
of crayfish plague throughout Irish 
rivers epitomises many of the huge 
problems Ireland has in dealing with 
biosecurity and its environment in 
general.
 Here we are talking about a 
fungus that causes 100% mortality in 
white-clawed crayfish, a native and 

highly important, keystone species; 
an infection so deadly that it can wipe 
out entire populations in a matter of 
weeks! And yet, one can’t help but 
ask what has really been done to 
prevent more damage occurring? It 
is the opinion of all at this magazine 
that the relevant authorities – namely 
the National Parks & Wildlife Service 
(NPWS) as well as Waterways Ireland 
and Inland Fisheries Ireland – have 
done little to raise awareness of the 
crayfish plague problem let alone 
implement tangible management 
actions to prevent further spread. To 
date, the only real action taken, bar a 
few awareness posters along certain 
rivers, is the operation of a “voluntary 
ban” on anglers and watercraft users 
moving equipment from infected 
sites elsewhere. There are no fines 
promised, no sanctions on boat 
traffic, no angling bans – nothing. 
Hopefully this will change in the very 
near future but sadly it does not look 
good for Irish white-clawed crayfish 
populations. 

TAKE ACTION

But what can you, as an angler, do to 
help this fascinating and endearing 
species that is so important to our 
aquatic habitats? For a start, report 
any sightings of dead crayfish or 
crayfish acting strangely (roaming 
shallow margins in daylight, for 
example) to the NPWS. Most 
importantly, simply clean, disinfect 
and dry all your wet gear (nets, weigh 
slings, buckets, boots etc.) after a 
fishing trip. Use hot water where 
possible and a cheap household 
sterilising fluid, such as Milton, before 
drying, ideally in strong sunshine. It 
may sound simple but it could just 
save a population of crayfish and, in 
turn, your favourite fishing spot.

Below:
A crayfish plague awareness sign along 
the River Barrow. Great but is it really 
enough?
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The angler forgets most of the fish he catches, 
but he does not forget the streams and lakes 

in which they are caught

Charles K. Fox, The Wonderful World of Trout (1963)
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bank
on the

BASICS
WINTER TACTICS FOR STOCKED TROUT FISHERIES

by Peter Driver
Images: Peter Driver & Off the Scale

It is over the last decade or so that we have seen winter fly 
fishing becoming more prominent in Ireland. When I was growing 
up, the dreaded end of September meant the fly fishing gear was put 
away and I would spend the winter months tying flies that would 
have aspirations of emptying rivers come the following March. 
Thankfully the case these days is that we can swap the lightweight 
nymphing rods for our 6,7 and 8 weight bank rods due to the 
emergence of plenty of man-made fisheries in recent years, which 
offer the angler great winter sport at reasonable costs.
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There is also plenty of 
choice as different 
fisheries present 
different fishing 
challenges, from 

more natural, mature environments 
that challenge our casting ability to 
well-wintered fish that test our skill and 
nerves. The methods used generally 
in this field of fly fishing is ever 
evolving; there are new approaches and 
developments in materials regularly, 
each being hailed as the next best thing. 
Sometimes, to be honest, it is hard to 
keep up with it all! 
 I have found over the last 
couple of winter seasons it’s sometimes 
just as effective to stick to the basics 
and do the simple things right rather 
than get wrapped up in all the new 
developments, tackle and fly tying 
materials. So, for the rest of this article 
I hope to give you some simple and yet 
still very effective methods and patterns 
to tempt the rainbows from their winter 
ponds. It is always important to check 
the fishery rules when you arrive to see 
what is and is not allowed to be fished. 
  
Blobs

While a few fisheries have rules 
regarding the fishing of blobs (attractor 
patterns resembling nothing in 
particular) in certain ways, it has to be 
said that they are the staple diet of the 
stocked fishery bank angler. Simple 
as simple gets to tie and fish correctly 
– they can be deadly. There are a 
couple of ways you can fish the blob. 
Firstly they can be presented 
through stripping or retrieving 
on sinking lines. Fished 
alone or as part of a team 
the trick here is to get the 
depths right and the retrieve 
just the way the fish want 
it. So, it is good practice 
once you cast out your 
flies to count down 
to a chosen depth, 
depending on the sink 
rate of your line, and 
then begin stripping 
back the flies at 
various speeds 

until you start getting takes or catching 
fish. Another popular presentation 
method would be stagnant (or dead) 
fishing the blob; this can be done either 
from the top down or the bottom up. 
Again, the most important thing here is 
to choose your depth correctly. Fishing 
from the top (surface) down, this can be 
achieved by using a floating line which 
will suspend the blob at the depth of 
your leader length, or the depth you 
allow it to sink to before beginning a 
standard figure of eight retrieve back 
towards you. 

 A common, contemporary 
practice of anglers now is to suspend the 
blob under what is called a bung. This 
simple floating device can be made of 
plastic foam or a tied bung with buoyant 
materials used to support the fly, often 
dipped in watershed to make it float 
endlessly. With this method you can now 
leave the blob or blobs at the required 
depth for longer until a fish takes it. 
In truth, this is very similar to float 
fishing for other species, or using strike 
indicators for river nymphing. Whilst 
‘bunging’, the fly will remain completely 
stationary which is required sometimes 
to induce takes from the fish, especially 
if they are lethargic and not willing to 
chase flies. The hi-visibility of the bung 
allows the angler to witness the takes 
quite easily on those dark, drab wintry 
days. This presentation method can be 
used for several other patterns such as 
squirmies, buzzers, stalking bugs and 
the like. One key factor to fishing blobs 
under the bung which I find particularly 
important is to add a little flat lead to the 
under-body of the fly and this allows it to 
reach your chosen depth faster.  

 Fishing from the bottom up 
can be very effective during the colder 
days when fish are sitting deeper and 
feeding amongst the last of the summer 
vegetation on the lake bed. Here we 
would use fast sinking lines say a Di3, 5 
or 7  sink rate depending on the depths 
and contours of the lake you are fishing. 
We often add something to the blob 
for this method to be most productive; 
for example, by putting some foam in 
the back of the fly we now have what 
is called a FAB (floating- or foam-arsed 
blob). This now allows us to sink the 
line to the lake bed and slowly retrieve 
the blob, which is suspended above the 
line path and the weeds or other snags 
that  offer the fish food and protection. 
As you can imagine, changing the length 
of leader will allow your FAB to fish at 
different depths, and the most important 
aspect to catching fish in a stocked 
fishery is you must find the depth the 
fish are sitting/feeding at for any method 
to be effective. 
 There is a large variety of 
colours and textures to modern day blob 
materials. For the basic blob pattern, 
use simple blob fritz, tie the core of the 

the most important aspect to catching fish in a stocked fishery is you must 
find the depth the fish are sitting/feeding at for any method to be effective

WHAT IS A Di SINKING 
RATE ON FLY LINES?

Fly lines can be either FLOATING, INTERMEDIATE (slow 
sinking) or SINKING. Sinking lines come in different 
weights, so that some are heavier and sink faster. This 
is useful in deep water or when wind or undertow 
prevents your flies from getting down in the water. 

Di stands for “density index” and is loosely a proxy for 
inches per second, although it’s not an exact science 
and rates differ between both line types, diameters 
and manufacturers! So a Di3 line will sink at a rate of 
roughly 3 inches per second, Di 5 at 5” per second and 
so on. The higher the number, the faster the sink rate. 
Typically sinking lines are available from Di1 to Di8.

Different sink rates are achieved by adding certain 
amounts of tungsten to the polymer coating of the  fly 
line in the manufacturing process. 

LEFT:
Where allowed, blob 
flies (perhaps loosely 
resembling egg imitations) 
are the staple choice 
of most stocked fishery 
anglers

BELOW LEFT:
Although very effective, 
blobs (like all patterns) 
need to be fished at the 
right depth, on the right 
retrieve and in the right 
place. Colour and size 
often comes into the 
equation, too!

LEFT:
A chunky rainbow which 
fell once the fish’s favoured 
depth had been found 
at Loch Doire Bhile, near 
Glengoole, Tipperary. This 
is all-important, especially 
in winter when fish are 
moving around the lake 
less and less.
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fritz on the hook above the bend and as 
you wind up the fritz in touching-turns, 
make sure to pull back the fibres as you 
go so the finished fly has all the fibres 
leaning back away from the eye of the 
hook. I also find that using a nice bright 
thread for the head adds an extra hot 
spot for the fish to attack. You can also 
add in a second colour fritz to your fly, 
a tail of your choice or a pair of booby 
eyes, all giving you a variety of looks, 
shapes and colours that may attract 
feeding fish. 

Lures

Pulling lures is another approach that 
an angler can take to catching winter 
rainbows. The choice of flies that you 
can choose from for this method is very 
extensive. The list includes minkies, 
damsels, leeches, cat whiskers, large wet 
flies and a host of flies (beaded or not) 
with marabou or zonkers tails in every 
colour under the sun. However, for the 
purpose of this article we will focus on 
fry-imitating minkies. In the majority 
of stocked fisheries around the country, 
small fry and minnow make up a fair 
proportion of the fishes diet. Correctly 
fished, this method can be devastating 
but there are some key points to note 
when choosing to pull fry patterns.
 One of the most important 
aspects to a good fry pattern is it must 
have movement; not just how you move 
the fly through the water with your 
retrieve but it must also wiggle or pulse 
because of long loose tails or fibres that 
make up the fly. For this reason the most 
popular materials used to dress these 
flies is rabbit zonker strips. When wet, 
the soft, long hair fibres will move and 
pulse through the water as you retrieve 
it, giving it the look of natural bait 
making its way along. This movement 
also acts as a trigger for the fish and may 
encourage an attack when it is following 
the fly. The soft skin that holds the fibres 
together is also strong enough so that 
when the fish pluck at the end of the fly 
(as can often happen) it won’t simply fall 
to pieces and will last for more than one 
attack. Once again, finding the fishes 
depth is crucial and the speed of retrieve 
will also be the difference between 

catching or not. So, to begin with, start 
at a chosen point or depth and work 
from there till you find the right speed 
and movement. Remember that mixing 
up your retrieve will not only get the 
speed right but it will also affect the 
movement of your fly.
 Once you feel you have 
discovered the right depth and speed, 
fan out your casts to cover all the areas 
of the lake in front of you, starting 
near the bank to your left or right. 
This location is popular for roaming 
trout looking for small fish and 
stripping along the margins can be 
very successful. Remember to remain 
low and out of sight as sometimes the 
fish will follow the fly right in to your 
position and if you are standing up you 
may well spook them before they have a 
chance to attack. Another good feature 
to watch out for are shelves under 
the surface, where it drops off from 
shallower and deeper water. Of course, 
you always have a marginal shelf of 

some description but there are usually 
drop-offs and shelves out in the lake as 
well. This location is again a good spot 
for roaming and feeding fish and a well 
presented minky can have good results 
here also. 
 There is, however, a constant 
issue some anglers have with fishing 
minkies and that is ‘tail bites’. This is 
when the fish follow the fly in and nip 
at the long fibres of the tail not resulting 
in a hook up when the angler strikes. 
To remedy this problem we see the 
introduction of what is now known as 
the snake design; a long minky pattern 
with initially two hooks in the tying . 
The two hooks are connected with either 
fine braid or strong monofilament, the 
tyer’s choice. The long zonker strip is 
then attached to both hooks and the 
hook nearest the head of the fly has its 
bend and point cut off. So now, when 
stripping in the long minky and the 
fish nips at the tail of the fly, the second 
hook is right at the rear and this will 
result in more hook ups for the angler. 
Unfortunately in a lot of competitions 
this fly is not allowed, so when fishing 
long minkies you must remember to 
keep retrieving when you are getting tail 
plucks and only lift into the fish when 
you feel the full weight on the line. 
Sometimes I can get three or four plucks 
on one cast before hooking the fish but 
I never strike, I keep retrieving at either 
the same pace or a little faster, waiting 
until the fish chasing it has had enough 
and decides to attack.
 

One of the most important aspects to a good fry pattern is it must have 
movement; not just how you move the fly through the water with your 
retrieve, but it must also wiggle or pulse because of long loose tails or 
fibres that make up the fly

ABOVE:
An early March stocked 
brownie taken on a duck 
fly pattern, the first major 
hatch of the year

ABOVE RIGHT:
Fry-imitations such as 
these zonker-tied Minky 
“snake flies” are a great 
choice for stocked lakes. 
Tail bites or nips can be 
an issue though so, where 
allowed, tie the fly with 
two hooks before cutting 
off the bend & barb of the 
top hook. This leaves the 
main hook near the tail 
and increases your hook-
up rate

ABOVE RIGHT:
A typical winter rainbow 
from Ardaire Springs in 
Kilkenny  taken on the 
bunging method
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 When tying your fry patterns, 
another good tip is to use bright cheeks 
or glo-brite heads as this shifts the attack 
point for the fish to higher up the body 
of the fly, which will result in more 
hook ups. We also have variations of the 
standard style of minky that are worth 
a try. Bunny leaches are of the same 
concept but have a bright plastic floating 
bead threaded up on the zonker strip 
in the tail to give a different movement 
to the tail of the fly as it swims through 
the water. Also, you can add in double 
tail, side by side, to create even greater 
disturbances in the water. Again you can 
add bead heads, twin eyes and booby 
eyes to the head of the fly which in turn 
will give different actions to the finished 
fly.

Tackle
For me, the tackle generally I use is 
either 6, 7 or 8 weight, ten foot rod. I 
personally find the Syndicate line of rods 
to be great. The rod I choose at any one 
time will depend on the wind, the line 
I wish to fish, the method I am fishing 
and even the size of tippet I need to use. 
Another aspect is how far out the fish 
are in the lake, and how far you need to 
cast. Sometimes, on some fisheries, the 
trout can be congregated in the middle, 
away from bankside disturbance, and it 
may often require long distance casting. 
With this in mind, one piece of advice 
I give all bank anglers would be to get a 
lesson or two on casting; it will increase 
your catch rate, enjoyment of a day on 

the lake and save 
your arms from a lot 
of punishment - it is well 
worth it. Of course, if you are paying 
your hard-earned money for a day’s 
fishing on a stocked fishery I think most 
of us would rather catch as many as 
we can and justify the price of the day 
ticket, which means being able to cover 
all eventualities if needed, including 
distance casting. 
 Tippet wise, Grand max Soft Plus 
is a huge favourite among bank anglers. 
It’s expensive but as fluorocarbon goes, 
it is good. However, I have often seen the 
low-cost monofilaments do the job also 
so my advice here is to use what you are 
confident to begin with. Add to this a 
good pair of polarized glasses to protect 
the eyes, warm clothes and a flask of tea 
and you’re all set. A hand towel is also a 
nice comfort, so when you have released 
a fish back into the water on chilly days 
you can dry your hands and save the 
cold setting into the bones. 

 Like any discipline in fly fishing 
you must find what you are confident 
in using and doing. Once you have that, 
your flies will always have a chance 
of a fish. But remember, when you 
find yourself wading through boxes of 
colours, fritz’s, marabou, zonker strips, 
nymphs, lures, booby’s and God knows 
what in your fly boxes looking for the 
answer to catching a fish, always bank 
on the basics. 

Tight lines this winter,

Peter Driver

Sometimes, on some fisheries, the trout can be congregated in the 
middle, away from bankside disturbance, and it may often require long 
distance casting

ABOVE LEFT:
A big, angry rainbow 
which took a pheasant tail 
nymph

ABOVE RIGHT:
Most Irish stocked fisheries 
allow one or two fish to 
be taken for the price of 
a days fishing but many 
anglers practice catch and 
release 

LOUGH DOIRE BHILE
LITTLETON, CO. TIPPERARY

Full day €15 Full day C&R €10

LOUGH AISLING
EDENDERRY, CO. OFFALY
Phone: 086- 871 4020

RECOMMENDED 
STOCKED FISHERIES

Peter’s

8

For 
more 
info
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https://www.facebook.com/courtlough.troutfishery/
https://www.facebook.com/Curragh-Springs-Fishery-191980467492084/
http://www.rathcon.com/fishing.htm
http://www.annamoetroutfishery.com/
http://www.ardairesprings.com/
http://www.laoisanglingcentre.ie/
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An open boat fishing pike event recently took place on the mighty Lough Corrib which 
epitomises the modern approach to catch & release competitions that all should follow...

King of the Corrib 2017
Words: 
Robbie Cording Jnr.

Images: 
Paul Byrne

Sunday the 5th of November 2017 saw Predator 
Hunters Ireland and the North Mayo Pike Angling 
Club hold their first open boat competition on 
Lough Corrib. Strict biosecurity measures were put 
in place on the day to help preserve our wonderful 

fisheries and stop the spread of invasive species, such as 
zebra mussel and Lagarosiphon weed found in Corrib. 

 Anglers started to arrive at Greenfields on the 
Eastern shore near Headford from 8:15am and were greeted 
by two staff members from Inland Fisheries Ireland. IFI 
Staff worked tirelessly spraying boats and engines with 
disinfectant while anglers dipped their nets and waders in 
disinfection tanks provided by IFI. A total of 14 boats and 
28 anglers were now ready for the 10am start. A map was 
provided to each boatman before the launch to ensure that boundaries were adhered to as the safety of anglers was 

paramount. Corrib can be treacherous for those unfamiliar 
with her rocky waters.  

 The fishing got off to a slow enough start with a cold 
wind coming from the north but as the day went on the wind 
became more westerly and catches started to improve. A 
total of 19 fish were landed on the day with the biggest fish 
being a 103cm, 18.4lb fish for Niall Finnegan (bottom right).  
We headed back to the Headford Arms Hotel at 5pm for the 
presentations and some very welcome hot food. Ian Forde 
and Paul Byrne from the Irish Pike Society presented the 
overall winners with the inaugural “King of the Corrib” Cup 
for 2017.

 I (Robert Cording Jnr.), Aiden Flaherty, Conor Lowry 
& Aiden Traynor would like to say a huge thank you to Inland 
Fisheries Ireland for all their hard work on the morning and 
in the build up to the competition. We’d like to thank all the 
sponsors for the wonderful prizes they put forward and a 
special thanks to Ian Forde and Paul Byrne for all there 
help and the Irish Pike Society who kindly donated the 
cup for the competition. 

 Overall the competition was a huge success and 
we look forward to holding many more pike competitions 
and the Great Western Lakes in the future.

1ST Krzysztof Michonski & Lukasz Znamiec 
(total length of 354cms)

2ND Aiden Traynor & Elvis 
(total length of 348cms)

3RD Callum & Colin Rickford

Longest overall fish Niall Finnegan 
(103cm)
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#TRONIXPRO#VIRTUOSO

Aimed directly at the match or dedicated angler who fish with long range, fixed 
spool surf casting rods and need the flexibility of using different diameter lines. 
A versatile reel that can accommodate any one of three spare spools available. 
This expandable system gives you the versatility to adapt to any fishing situation. 
Features an ultra precise drag, a slow oscillation system and comes with a 
medium and deep spool, reel bag and spool bands.
Tech Specs: 11 Shielded SS Bearings, Gear Ratio 4.6:1

VIRTUOSO XT - RRP £79.99 | SPARE SPOOLS - RRP £15.99 to £17.99
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1 Friars Mill Road,
Mullingar,
Co. Westmeath

Tel: 044-9301133

https://www.tronixfishing.com/?utm_source=offthescale&utm_campaign=virtuoso&utm_medium=advert
https://www.tronixfishing.com/?utm_source=offthescale&utm_campaign=yourcatches&utm_medium=advert
https://www.facebook.com/tronixpro
https://www.instagram.com/tronixpro1
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCt5reW84aK-9fsVpzqUTQEw
https://www.facebook.com/wildtotaloutdoors
https://www.google.ie/maps/place/Wild+Total+Outdoors/@53.5273054,-7.342464,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x485dc01dead3bc91:0x7165a955ccb9cce1!8m2!3d53.5273022!4d-7.3402753
https://www.facebook.com/wildtotaloutdoors/?fref=ts
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Asleep
at

the
wheel

THE PAST TWO DECADES HAS OVERSEEN A DRASTIC ACCELERATION IN THE 
DEGRADATION OF THE QUALITY OF OUR WATER SUPPLIES... 

This observation is exactly 
that; not anecdotal, not 
hearsay, not a supposition 

or a notion. This conclusion has 
been assessed following a report 
(available at the end of this piece) 
from the Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) that has declared 
to us that a lot of our rivers have 
seen a degradation in water quality 
in the 2010-2015 period. To be 
more precise – we now have just 
21 river sites that are designated 
as ‘pristine’, a drop from over 500 
in the 1980’s. Why? A myriad of 
problems such as agricultural, 
industrial and domestic pollution, 
abstraction, enrichment, dredging 
and other channel modifications 
and livestock access are but a few 
of the offenders plaguing our rivers. 
But why have these influences 
been allowed to continue, almost 
unchecked, to result in a situation. 
As anglers and general nature 
enthusiasts, most of us know how 
these factors influence our water 
but how have they been allowed to 
do so? Who has taken a back seat to 
observe their slide? We will have to 
ask the State-sponsored custodians 
of our waterways, of which there 
are a confusing array. 

Let’s take the EPA’s report to begin 
with. On the face of it, things sound 
bad. A degradation of water quality 
is not good - period. Particularly 
worrying is the decline from over 
500 pristine waters to just 21 over 
a relatively short period of time. 
That is a shocking drop but I would 
question the veracity of the report. 
I think the state of our waters is 
potentially a lot worse than what 
has been reported. Why? There 
are many rivers that have been 
exempt from Water Framework 
Directive (WFD ) sampling efforts, 
rivers that are in such a poor state 
and surrounded by polluters that 
it is likely accepted that there is 
no hope for these waters. They 
have simply been eliminated from 
sampling efforts, swept under the 
rug, if you like. Incidentally, a couple 
of them run into Lough Corrib and 
I discovered this when working 
on my undergraduate thesis; 
feeder streams in such poor states 
that they are exempt from WFD 
sampling.

 The manner in which a 
lot of the sampling efforts are 
carried out should also be called 
into question. Let’s say we have 
to take a sample from a river that 
has a wastewater treatment plant 
along its length. The honest and 
appropriate place to sample is 
below the treatment plant to get 
a true picture of how clean the 
water is, to see if there is indeed 
any impact from the facility. The 
same can be said for bridges. Oils 
and fuels – collectively termed 
hydrocarbons - that leak from 
cars get washed into rivers and 
swept downstream. Therefore, it 
makes sense to take your sample 
downstream of these sites. The 
same can be also applied to cattle 
access points, industrial units, 
etc., etc. Now, here’s the kicker; it 
would appear from conversations 
that I have had with samplers 
that most samples are taken 
upstream of sites like these, which 
are obviously going to give false 
readings that support the notion 
that the waterway is healthier than 
it actually is.
 Now, surely one would 
think that an organisation like the 
EPA would do things by the book, 
look at things objectively and 
scientifically and create reports that 
are true, accurate and reflect the 
current state of our waterways? 
You should think so, but when we 
take into account the explanations 
that they’ve been giving for the 
degradation of bathing water 
quality along the east coast, it 
would appear that something is 

The Water Framework Directive (WFD) is important EU 
legislation adopted by all member states in 2000 which 
aims to maintain & improve water quality in lakes, rivers, 
groundwaters, estuaries and coastal waters. Member 
states must ensure “good ecological status” is achieved 
in all monitored waters. Monitoring centres around water 
quality and this includes assessing fish stocks. Work is 
primarily carried out by the EPA and Inland Fisheries 
Ireland, respectively. Some 300 sites are surveyed for 
fish on a 3-year rolling programme nationally.

Water Framework Directive

WATER QUALITY

Words: Gary Robinson

>>
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amiss. Even a child could tell us 
that untreated or insufficiently 
treated waste water is reaching 
our coastline and contaminating 
the water. Population explosions 
coupled with no forward thinking or 
planning with regard to waste water 
and sewage treatment has resulted 
in beaches with unsafe water. But 
the EPA is more than happy to 
blame ‘seagulls’ and their excessive 
droppings. This has led to those 
with elevated levels of stupidity, 
some of which have been voted into 
office, starting to demand a ‘seagull 
cull’. I don’t remember them ever 
being a problem before?!
 If an agency like that can 
be so quick to get it wrong it does 
leave one to wonder the ‘whys’ and 
the ‘hows’. It looks like it’s boiling 
down to the same old story and 
strategy adopted by many State 
bodies in Ireland; if we admit that 
there’s a problem then we will 
be charged with fixing it. It’s a lot 
easier to just smile, nod and hope 
that many don’t notice the elephant 
in the room. So if you want to 
believe that ‘seagulls’ are to blame 
for east coast bathing water quality 
then go ahead. Personally, I don’t 
and if somebody was willing to 
sponsor a study to verify the EPA’s 
river water quality report I imagine 
they would find it sorely lacking.

Another worrying aspect of the 
recent report showed that over the 
course of the last two-year study 
reported fish kills have increased 
by almost a third on the previous 
reporting period. Amazing, that in 
an era of increased environmental 
awareness, that fish kills can rise 
by almost a third to a figure of 
97 individual fish kills. I tried but 
was unable to get my hands on 
the figures but I guarantee that 

there hasn’t been anywhere near 
97 convictions for said offences; 
nothing of the sort, and akin to 
the level of convictions brought 
against farmers for burning gorse 
in the late spring. The National 
Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) 
are responsible for securing such 
convictions against landowners but 
they conveniently failed to notice 
many of the fires as they burned. 
The lack of will to do anything is 
reflected perfectly by their list of 
secured convictions.

The NPWS are also responsible for 
the safeguarding and protection 
of our waterways from aquatic 
invasive species. As the crayfish 
plague  has been recently 
announced on another major river, 
the Barrow, we have to ask what do 
the NPWS intend to do about this 
new outbreak? More than they did 
for the last few on the Deel, Lorrha 
and Suir, hopefully. The response 
to the discovery of highly-invasive 
Asian clams at Lanesborough in late 
2014, for example, was pitiful; a 
disinfectant dip placed by the river 
and that was more or less it. The 
response to the crayfish plague has 
been just as bad.
 All I have heard from 

them is that there have been a 
few awareness signs erected along 
some of the affected stretches 
of rivers. We’re in good hands, 
folks; this week a sign, next week 
we might get a leaflet! There 
is a voluntary ban in place on 
transferring watercraft or wet 
equipment – the main vectors of 
transfer - between infected rivers 
and uninfected ones.  A request 
of “please don’t” rather than a 
“do not under any circumstances”. 
No official sanctions, no bans, no 
fines, no repercussions, nothing. 
Those crayfish plague spores must 
be terrified! The fact that this very 
publication had to design their own 
crayfish plague awareness poster 

(pg 29) given the lack of suitable 
material from the authorities speaks 
volumes…
 In recent years a lot of 
ire has been directed at Inland 
Fisheries Ireland (IFI) over the 
lack of response from them 
regarding the management and 
eradication of invasive species such 
as Asian clams, zebra mussels and 
Lagarosiphon (curly water weed). 
In fairness to IFI, they have invested 
millions in funding to tackle these 
problems, a result of having to 
after the NPWS either didn’t want 
to address the problems or just 
ignored them altogether. IFI have 
then had to channel funds towards 
these works that could have been 

very well used elsewhere. Again, 
this is not a new phenomenon and 
anybody with a pair of functioning 
eyes who has visited the Killarney 
National Park will know that there 
is a huge problem with invasive 
rhododendron plants, while the 
NPWS spin that there aren’t really 
any issues in the park at all. Again, 
if we admit to the problem we have 
to fix it. Surprising? No, not really. 
I personally know of a ranger that 
tried to organise an out of season 
fishing trip for one of Ireland’s 
rarest fish. Wildlife ranger indeed…  
One has to wonder about the 
calibre of some of the other staff 
when this is taken into account.

FISH KILLS

INVASIVE SPECIESThere were 97 official fish kills in 
the 2010-2015 period - how many 
“unofficial” ones were there?

Seagulls to blame for bathing water 
quality decline, or the copious amounts of 
untreated sewage entering our coasts?

IFI have been forced to pick up the 
pieces by other State agencies, like with 
Lagarosiphon invasion of Lough Corrib

Is this really enough to save our white-
clawed crayfish? In a word, NO!

Credit: SWAN Ireland

Credit: Aquatic Invasive Species Ireland

>>
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There is a plethora of problems 
facing Irish rivers, Irish fish and Irish 
aquatic fauna and flora and we have 
many differing agencies that look 
after our waterways. Many seem to 
be asleep at the wheel and we have 
to start to question this through 
various channels:

•     Are some staff unsuitable 
for their jobs? Have they been 
allowed to remain in position 
despite obvious shortcomings? 
If not, why have they not been 
more proactive in addressing 
the issues? If not, why is the 
industry and the jobs within 
not kept on a performance 
basis? 

•     If problems are not 
addressed in Irish waterways, 
where has all the EU funding 
that was designated towards 
these issues gone? Are the 
total sums of donations from 
EU funding fully accountable 
for? If not spent on its 
intended projects then where 
has it gone? Who has been 
signing off on this spending?

•     Why don’t we see multiple 
convictions against polluters 
in this country? What type 
of message does this send 
out? Are we to teach our 
children that economics are 
far more important than the 
environment?

•     Do we really care about our 
environment or is supplying 
the EU with bogus figures a 
higher priority because ‘it’s all 
about the optics’?

 If things are allowed to 
continue to slide as they have been, 
agencies like those mentioned in 
this piece and others, will be rightly 
vilified due to their lack of inputs 
and objectionable consultation, 
which is the very reason they exist 
in the first place. Or is it all a ruse 
to channel EU funds to reward the 
meek and unquestioning with cushy 

jobs? Either way, our children are 
going to be incredibly angry with 
their parents when they realise the 
extent of the mess they will have to 
inherit.

Gary Robinson

THE BIG QUESTIONS The big elephant in the room regarding 
water quality decline in Ireland is 
agriculture...

WE ARE ONE OF THE LEADING ONLINE COMPANIES IN THE UK & IRELAND
IF WE SAY WE HAVE IT, WE HAVE IT. NO PRE-ORDER. 

IF YOU SEE IT ON OUR SITE, IT IS IN STOCK!

/ fishingtackle2u.co.uk

Call: 02890 313156 Email: sales@fishingtackle2u.co.uk

WWW.FISHINGTACKLE2U.CO.UK
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The scoop
When Bill (the editor) 

approached me to write a 
regular article in his magazine 

I, at first, gave it some serious thought. 
Over the last fifty years or so I have 
penned my stuff for almost every 
angling publication both in the UK and 
Ireland. I did some stuff years ago for 
the Angling Times when the great Allan 
Haines was editor. Back then it was 
a true angling paper. Unfortunately 
today, in my opinion, it is more of 
a comic production dictated to by 
advertising moguls who, for their own 
selfish reasons, will not allow the truth 
to be published. Yes I have very good 
friends that write for the magazine, and 
good stuff they produce too, but there 
is no mention by any of them of what 
ails what was not so long ago the finest 
fishing in Europe, and the demise of 
Irish angling as we once knew it.
 This year I have also contacted 
the Anglers Mail (UK) on several 
occasions with positive proof of serious 
problems that we have over here. 
Both publications I’ve mentioned have 
received DVD’s of the mass slaughter 
of our coarse fish stocks with words to 
back up what is on them. The words 
“running scared” jumps to mind as the 
subject remains taboo and not even 
a paragraph has been mentioned in 
either of these publications.
 You may ask why they should 
bother. “It’s over there not here”. “It’s 
not in my back yard”. It’s  very much 
a case of out of sight out of mind. 
However, I’ll tell you why there should 
be exposure over the water of Irish 
angling’s decline; there are those in the 
UK who still make big bucks from what 
is left of our tourism industry. There are 
those amongst them who have actually 
contacted me and asked me to keep 
my mouth shut. My replies cannot be 
published in this magazine.
 There have been some great 
editors in the past. I wrote for many 
years for Jim Baxter, the boss of the 
UK’s Angling Star paper. Jim wasn’t 
afraid to call a spade a spade. As a true 
Sheffield lad he said it as it was. The 
Angling Star, which was a very popular 

production, folded when the major 
advertisers, without warning, withdrew 
their support.
 Another all-time great was 
Frank Quigley, the editor of the Angling 
Ireland magazine. I worked for Frank for 
many years and he was a true stalwart 
who, to use journalistic parlance, would 
‘publish or be damned doing so’. Once 
again, without warning the major 
advertisers withdrew from the mag’ 
and it folded. This was sad for Frank 
Quigley and also for the readers of what 
was a superb publication.
 OK, by now you may be asking 
what the hell is Cooper rambling on 
about. Let me explain. Throughout 
this great game of ours there is a slimy 
underbelly. Football, horse racing, 
athletics, yes we all know it exists but in 
angling you may ask? It can and will be 
discussed in further articles I will write 
in this magazine. Of course, my writings 
will also have a lighter side. It’s not all 
doom and gloom and from time to 
time some of the funnier things I have 
experienced on the bank will be passed 
on in the hope that they may brighten 
up your day.
 On another note, last week 
(early November) a friend and I decided 
we would fish the Shannon Erne link 
above Ballinamore. It’s always good for 
a few fish at this time of the year, with 
roach being the main quarry. When we 
arrived there the surface was covered 
in thick oil and the stench from it filled 
our nostrils and made our eyes water. 
I drove back into the town and called 
at Gabriel Owens tackle shop to raise 
the alarm. Gabriel was out but the 
lady in the shop attempted to call the 
local fisheries officer. She received no 
reply. I then realised that I had my local 
fisheries officers card in my wallet and 
so attempted to call him in the hope 
he would raise the alarm, even though 
the pollution was not on his patch. I 
waited a considerable time but to no 
avail. I then rang the IFI hotline and 
yes, a bright young thing answered the 
phone. The call went something like 
this: 
 “Hello my name is Geoff Cooper 

and I’m calling to report what I regard 
as a major oil spillage”. “Where is it?” I 
was asked. “Above Ballinamore on the 
Shannon Erne link” I replied. The lady 
then asked if I had the full address for 
the location of the incident. I then said 
“I repeat, the oil is on the river above 
Ballinamore in the county of Leitrim”. 
To my amazement, and also to the 
lady in the shop, she then said “Yes, 
but I need a full address”. My patience 
quickly expired and I answered that I 
could go back and ask it for an address 
but I doubt if I would get a reply as the 
river was choked with oil. Finally I got 
through to her and asked for a call back 
with a progress report. I was then told 
that they did not make call backs… 
Why am I not amazed! I left the shop 
and then called an old mate who once 
worked for the board and told him 
what was taking place. He then rang the 
guy who I had previously called. He got 
an immediate response. How strange 
my call was ignored and yet his wasn’t. 
Yes we have crossed swords many 
times but to ignore my call I regard as 
dereliction of duty. By the way, as yet I 
have received no information as to the 
final outcome of the oil spill. Par for the 
course, I think!
 Finally, now refer back to 
my opening line of this article. I gave 
Bill’s request serious thought and then 
decided to give him my full support. 
He is made of the proper stuff and his 
interests, like mine, are to improve Irish 
angling as a whole. I do look forward to 
working for this very outward looking 
magazine and its editor in the coming 
months.

Catch you in the New Year,

Geoff Cooper

IRELAND’S STRAIGHT-TALKING ANGLING COMMENTATOR
Geoff Cooper

there are those in the 
UK who still make big 
bucks from what is left 
of our tourism industry

The recent oil spill on the Shannon-Erne 
link above Ballinamore, Co. Leitrim. 
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A quick chat with...
Well-known and respected Kerry angler and tackle dealer Chris O Sullivan recently won 
the prestigious Daiwa Irish Pairs on the Dingle Peninsula. We caught up with him to see 
exactly what work and thinking goes into such an achievement...
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Thanks very much, it’s a great honour to say we have won such a prestigious competition. For me, 
fishing and Castlegregory are synonymous with happy childhood memories. We were lucky enough 
to have a mobile home in Sandy Bay caravan park there and the ocean is literally on your doorstep. I 
remember the excitement at finally being old enough to go fishing with my dad, Connie. We would go 
digging lug worm in Kilshannig where my job would always be to pick the worms and go look in the 
rock pools. In hindsight the rock pool part only came after I had broke Dad up with questions... The 
fishing would often be fruitless, as it being summer there was generally bright sunshine and no surf, 
but on the days we managed to get a bass big enough to bring home to the caravan my mother Mary 
would treat us like Roman conquering heroes. They certainly put me on the fishing path and during 
the last couple of summer’s practice I’m happy to say that Mary and Connie were a part of the pairs 
practice too, accompanying me to the beach on the nicer days. Mary still prepares a great picnic!

My first competition was actually off a boat in Tralee Bay with Tralee Bay SAC. I was only about 11 at 
the time and was immediately hooked, catching an undulate ray that was donated to Fenit Sea World, 
and a dogfish. That’s when the world of competitive angling was first shown to me and I loved every 
minute of it, hearing the senior anglers talking of fishing trips and adventures. I fished in as many 
competitions as I could before football and soccer got in the way which lead to a hiatus until I was 
20. I’ve fished the pairs for the past 8 years though I have to admit looking back I was vastly under-
prepared but still enjoyed it immensely. 

The Irish Pairs is a unique competition in many ways, 
especially here in Ireland. It’s a week-long event that is 
always changing with the times to try and accommodate 
the ever-changing world we live in. The week includes 
3 pegged events, usually the venues are Cappaclough/
Ventry (match 1) then a specimen hunting day at Banna/
Rossbeigh (match 2), specimen hunting the next day and 
finally all anglers on the famous Inch strand for the last 
pegged match, which includes the 4 man team event with 
specimen hunting allowed up until 5pm on the night of 
presentation. The paired nature of the event means that 
different factors have to be taken into consideration. For 
example, Ventry is generally a distance casting venue 
so it makes sense to send your biggest caster here. The 
specimen hunting days are another unique aspect. There 

are 10 species nominated over a certain size and prizes for each category including best round/flat 
fish and overall fish of the week. Also the competition is a catch measure and release comp so there 
are very few fish that are not returned alive. Once measured the different species are compared to a 
special weight-to-measure score chart by which the points are calculated. It sounds tricky but once 
shown it’s quite simple. The all-inclusive nature of the competition draws anglers from far and wide 
which means you could quite possibly be pegged in a zone with a few world champion anglers. 

Ha ha, I wish it was that easy or that I knew the marks that well! It’s more a case of the more I practice 
the luckier I get, I think. Test fishing the venues was impossible for Mike so I did as much as possible 
and we were able to have conversations about likely scenarios and possible ideas that might work, 
depending on pegs and weather conditions. As we both work night shifts, deep 2am conversations 
about the possibility of garfish on Inch or how to target stingrays if we managed to spot one in a match 
was a reality. 

CHRIS, CONGRATULATIONS AGAIN ON WINNING THE PRESTIGIOUS 
IRISH PAIRS RECENTLY ALONG WITH YOUR FISHING PARTNER MIKE 
FOX. LET’S WIND BACK A LITTLE FIRST THOUGH; GROWING UP IN 
KERRY, WHAT OR WHO GOT YOU INTO FISHING IN THE FIRST PLACE?

Q

YOU CLEARLY ENJOY THE COMPETITIVE SIDE OF THE SPORT, ALONG 
WITH EVERYTHING THAT ENTAILS. IN TERMS OF THE RECENT PAIRS, 
HOW MUCH PRACTICE DID YOU DO FOR THIS ANNUAL EVENT? OR WAS 
IT SIMPLY A CASE OF A LOCAL ANGLER WHO KNOWS HIS LOCAL MARKS?

Q

HOW LONG HAVE YOU FISHED THE SHORE ANGLING COMPETITION 
SCENE IN GENERAL AND WHEN WAS YOUR FIRST IRISH PAIRS EVENT?Q

CAN YOU GIVE US A RUN-DOWN OF 
THE IRISH PAIRS, FOR THOSE THAT 
ARE UNFAMILIAR WITH IT? WHY IS IT 
CONSIDERED THE PREMIER SHORE 
ANGLING FESTIVAL IN THE UK & IRELAND?

Q

on the first day my bait cooler box contained frozen black lugworm, mackerel, 
sandeel, fresh peeler crab, blow lug worm, harbour ragworm and white ragworm. 
It sounds like loads, and it is, but every scenario was covered...

>>
Breath-taking scenery...

A very welcome schoolie bass from the stunning 
Inch Strand from this years Pairs event
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WHAT LEVEL OF PREPARATION GOES INTO AN EVENT SUCH 
AS THIS WITH REGARDS BAIT COLLECTION, RIG TYING ETC.?Q

WHAT DID YOU USE IN TERMS OF RIGS AND BAIT? WAS THAT A FACTOR IN THE 
WIN DO YOU THINK OR WAS IT MORE A CASE OF ‘RIGHT TIME, RIGHT PLACE’?Q

ANGLING IS ABOUT MANY THINGS, 
NOT LEAST OF ALL LEARNING – 
WE ARE ALWAYS LEARNING NEW 
THINGS, WHETHER WE SUCCEED 
OR FAIL. WITHOUT GIVING TOO 
MANY TRADE SECRETS AWAY, WHAT 
WAS THE STAND-OUT MESSAGE 
FOR YOU FROM THIS YEAR’S EVENT, 
WHAT WILL YOU TAKE AWAY AND 
WORK ON FOR NEXT TIME?

Q

USUALLY, GOOD ANGLERS CAN TARGET 
THE SPECIES THEY WANT, EVEN ON HUGE 
EXPANSES OF SURF BEACH. YOU AND 
MIKE MANAGED TO LAND MORE FISH 
(NUMERICALLY) THAN ANY OTHER PAIRING, 
SO WHAT WAS YOUR BASIC APPROACH?

Q

THE WEATHER FOR THIS YEAR’S COMPETITION WAS WILD, TO 
SAY THE LEAST (WINDS GUSTING GALE FORCE 8 ARRIVED FOR 
THE 23RD-24TH SEPTEMBER!). THAT MUST HAVE MEANT ANY 
PLANS YOU HAD WERE SCRAPPED STRAIGHT AWAY… HOW DID 
YOU & MIKE ADAPT TO THAT, WHAT WAS THE BACK-UP PLAN?

Q

Rig tying is my least favourite part of fishing without a doubt! If I could buy them made the way I make 
my own, I would. That being said the 3 matches and the multitude of beaches that we could end 
up on given the weather conditions means 50 to 100 rigs are about the average to get you through 
proceedings. My good friend Troy Francis is a Pairs fanatic and shamed us local lads, it has to be said, 
by being very well prepared in comparison. Bait is another story, as it can only really gathered in the 
week before the matches so it can be a really time consuming aspect of the event. For example, this 
year we had to begin on Inch due to the weather and on the first day my bait cooler box contained 
frozen black lugworm, mackerel, sandeel, fresh peeler crab, blow lug worm, harbour ragworm and 
white ragworm. It sounds like loads, and it is, but every scenario was covered and it helped us manage 
2nd and 6th place in our 25-man zones, respectively.

At the peg draw we could hardly contain our grins. Day 1 we drew an end peg on Cappaclough, and 
a low number on Ventry. The latter is favourite peg on my favourite venue and where my fishing buddy 
James Allman had won a very tough zone from last year. Mike was exactly where he had hoped to be 
and had done well there previously. Then the forecast revealed itself and venues were changed to suit. 
So, the best laid plans were out the window. We threw our headlights on and headed out to dig fresh 
lugworm for the bass on Inch. Match 2 was also changed 
from Banna/Rossbeigh to Fermoyle. Here a degree of 
luck came into play with some pegs badly hampered by 
weed and avoiding the dreaded blank became paramount. 
Thankfully we both had fish early on so the panic was 
over. We were lucky that our practice and ridiculous 
planning sessions got us through.

Three-hook flappers were the major occupants 
of the rig boxes. The body strength and 
length of snoods varied and a degree of local 
knowledge came into it when deciding what 
to use and when to use it. After Day 1 it was 
actually remarked to me that the rig I’d used 
was nothing special. With a pretty big smile 
I replied “ah, it’s horses for courses”. I had 
landed 4 high scoring bass and 5 decent 
flounder. There is a time and a place for lovely 
delicate rigs but sometimes old school is best.

Personally I’ve sometimes struggled with self-
belief and tended to self-sabotage in major 
competitions when I was actually doing well. 
For instance, getting lazy on multiple-day 
matches and not looking after my bait properly, 
not being properly prepared properly rigs-wise 

for venue changes or, worst of all, leaving my peg for a chat when I’m ahead in a match! So instead of 
saying something along the lines of “this year I learned was to cast 10 yards further” or “I need to tie 
rigs better” I can honestly say I learned that it’s OK to win, and Mike really helped in that respect. He 
really spiked the self-belief in the team and even when the pressure was on coming into the last day, 
with a healthy lead, we stuck to the plan. We didn’t go to the pub at night even though it would of been 
so much easier and were rewarded handsomely for our efforts and self-discipline.  

We tried to concentrate on what was available to us. 
Everyone wants to be catching the big fish but when they 
don’t show up in your area you are forced into a decision. 
Do you chase one big fish that might not show up, or do 
you try to bag up on small fish even though they are worth 
less points? Fortunately for us we were able to make 
the most of our pegs and pick up both the big fish and 
numbers of small fish too.

Everyone wants to be catching the big fish but when they don’t show up in your 
area you are forced into a decision. Do you chase one big fish that might not show 
up, or do you try to bag up on small fish even though they are worth less points? 

>>
A lovely painted ray from Fermoyle 
where luckily we avoided the weed

Another Inch bass. We went for both big 
and small fish, and the approach paid off!
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FOLLOWING ON FROM THAT, WHAT’S THE NUMBER ONE 
TIP YOU’D GIVE TO ANYONE WANTING TO PLACE /FISH 
BETTER IN A SHORE ANGLING COMPETITION IN GENERAL?

Q
We have all heard the old saying “lie down with dogs, get up 
with fleas”. Well, I say the opposite is also true. If you align 
yourself with anglers that want to improve, you will all improve 
together. It also pays to socialise and get to know other anglers 
at the big matches. Often the more experienced anglers will let 
a lot of tips slip when chatting around a few pints after a hard 
day on the beach. If you are smart enough to listen then you’ll 
pick up some real gold. Some anglers are not so forthcoming 
but in general most of the anglers I’ve come across are willing 
to give help to a genuine angler wishing to improve. 

Ireland has the ability to be the number one angling destination in 
Europe without a doubt, if only it was nurtured. This is also true of 
the match fishing festival scene. Last year the East coast held the World championships and although 
it was a costly venture it was brilliantly run and there were little to no complaints. More support from 
local authorities would be nice considering the amount of money an individual angler spends on 
a weekend’s angling. More advertising is something that would bring things along immeasurably. 
There is a week-long angling festival along the West coast that I’ll bet very few anglers know about 
(Lisdoonvarna/Fanore International angling week). An Easter festival is held in Waterford/Wexford 
estuary annually, and also a 2 day match takes place over the October bank holiday in South Kerry. All 
brilliant competitions and fantastically run too, they just need to have better support to really flourish. 

CLEARLY THE IRISH PAIRS IS A SPECIAL 
COMPETITION AND, RIGHTLY SO, VERY HIGHLY 
REGARDED BY MANY SHORE ANGLERS IN BOTH 
IRELAND AND THE UK BUT WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE 
MORE SIMILAR FESTIVALS AROUND IRISH SHORES?

Q

Many thanks for your time and insights 
Chris, and congratulations again on your 
achievement. Best of luck for the winter 
season ahead!

Ireland has the ability to be the number one angling destination in Europe without a 
doubt, if only it was nurtured. This is also true of the match fishing festival scene

FOR MORE INFO

Hunting monsters at Fenit...

The trophy shot of Chris & Mike, 
Irish Pairs 2017 winners

The brain child of England U21 International Callum Graham. The Tronixpro 
Cobra Light is a British take on continental beach ledgering rods. Designed 
to provide all the benefits of accentuated bite detection and delicate bait 
delivery when fishing at range - whilst  standing up to the rigours of fishing 
around the UK and Ireland. Constructed of 40t  Japanese Carbon and fitted 
with FUJI Alconite KWAG Guides and a FUJI DPSSD P Reel Seat.

TRONIXPRO COBRA LIGHT - LENGTH: 4.2M - CASTING: 50-150g - 
RRP £259.99

#TRONIXPRO#VIRTUOSO
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“ANGLING IS EXTREMELY  TIME CONSUMING....

...THAT’S SORT OF THE WHOLE POINT.” 
Thomas McGuane 

The Longest Silence: A Life in Fishing 
(1999)
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On the l kout...
Some wildlife to keep an eye out for when fishing this November & December

#otslookout

“ Nature gives to every time and season 
some beauties of its own” 

CHARLES DICKENS (1839)

Scientific name: Carcinus maenas

A frequent sight alongside rivers and 
streams as well as beside roads and 
on wasteground. Winter heliotrope is, 
as its name implies, a winter-flowering 
species, with white/pink pale flowers 
smelling strongly of vanilla or liquorice 
visible from November-March. Leaves 
are a distinctive heart or double 
kidney shape, often 30-50cm across.  
Although a valuable source of food for 
bees during mild winters, the plant is 
non-native (introduced 19th century) 
and often invasive, forming large , low 
lying patches or carpets where found 
and out-competing native species. 

Found attached to stones, boulders & 
tree roots in practically every river and 
stream are the Fontinalis group of aquatic 
mosses. Also simply called river or water 
moss, there are two common species; 
F. antipyretica (larger, found in lowland 
nutrient-rich waters) and F. squamosa 
(smaller, more acidic, nutrient-poor waters). 
These species specialise in growing in 
fast flowing water and thus provide very 
valuable shelter for invertebrate and fish 
life. F. antipyretica is also sometimes found 
in lake habitats, where it as well provides 
valuable spawning substrate for fish.

Also known as the green shore crab, this is the most common species 
you will find around our coasts, as well as in anglers bait buckets! Colour 
can range from pale yellow/brown to dark green depending on habitat. 
Shore crabs are very adaptable and can live anywhere from the high water 
marks down to 50-60m in depth. Like all crabs they are carnivores and 
primarily scavengers, feeding on invertebrates such as worms, molluscs 
& crustaceans, as well as any dead and decaying creatures. Breeding 
takes place several times a year, peaking in summer, with mating is only 
possible for a short time after the females moult - anglers refer to these 
crabs as “peelers” (can actually be any species).

Our largest wading bird with 
its distinctive long legs, 
bulky body and long, 
curved beak. Curlew’s 
can be seen all over Ireland and the 
UK although throughout the winter 
months most are found near coasts 
and estuaries. Their high pitched 
“cur-lee” call is unmistakable. 
The species feeds on a range of 
invertebrates  such as marine 
worms and shrimps, as well as 
small molluscs. Although some 
scattered breeding populations still 
exist (declining overall), many are 
winter visitors. 

Curlew
Scientific name: Numenius arquata

Common shore crab

Scientific name: Petasites  fragrans

Scientific name: Fontinalis  spp.

Winter heliotrope

Fontinalis mosses

Also known as Little grebes, dabchicks are  
one of our smallest water birds, resident in 
lakes and ponds throughout, occasionally near 
coasts during winter. Often mistaken by anglers 
for rolling fish (!), they are excellent divers, 
making repeated dives of up to a minute whilst 
they catch small fish like minnow & stickleback. 
Invertebrates, molluscs & even frogs are also 
eaten. Like many waterbirds, dabchicks are 
highly territorial and monogamous. Like the 
larger Great crested grebe, dabchicks eat their 
own feathers to “soften” pellets of indigestible 
food (like fish bones) which are regurgitated. 
Lifespan is 10-15 years.

Scientific name: Tachybaptus ruficollis

Dabchick
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Visit us: 
Unit 23 Orion Business Centre, Ballycoolin, 
Blanchardstown, 
Dublin 15

Phone us: 01-8991185

Email us: info@mainirishangling.com

www.mainirishangling.com

Carp

Pike

Coarse

Game

Sea

All under one roof!
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Sonik SKS alarm & 
receiver set

Only €199 179!

AFW Bleeding trace wire
The first red coated wire

30ft only €5.40

AFW Titanium trace wire
Kink-proof & knotable

15ft €16.00

D & T Casting Clip kit
Cast deadbaits further!

Only €2.50 a pack

Make your 

own traces 

with the best 

components!

New range of the superb CTX match 
& feeder rods now in stock

Proudly stocking 
Nutrabaits

Korda Singlez bankstick system 
in stock

>

Now free shipping on 
orders over €50!
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carpaholicThe antics of a 

END OF SERIES

Pt. 3   

BEING A DRIVING FORCE BEHIND THE NORTHERN IRELAND CARP 
SOCIETY (NICAS) DOESN’T LEAVE MUCH TIME FOR SERIOUS ANGLING 
BUT EARLIER THIS YEAR ALEX CHEW DECIDED TO START A CAMPAIGN 
ON A NOTORIOUSLY TRICKY WATER. LET’S JUST SAY HIS RESULTS 
WERE PRETTY OUTSTANDING, BUT WHY?
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I t was becoming harder and harder 
to get on the bank. The weeks of 
endless dark nights had taken its 

toll and to be completely honest 
my interest had begun to waiver 
somewhat. Carp Society business 
was starting to encroach on my 
angling, although this is normal as I 
give up most of my personal angling 
endeavours to create piscatorial 
paradises for others to enjoy; my 
poison is completely self-inflicted.  
 It was early March, the wind 
was as normal - hacking across the 
lake, creating white water on the 
southern shore. Even the swans 
sought refuge in the calm water; well, 
the little sections that weren’t being 
molested by the turbulent air. That 
said, the weather was relatively mild 
by comparison to the beginning of the 
year. My mind reflected on the past 
three months; the good, the bad and 
the feeling of “haven’t quite cracked 
it yet” sat deep in my heart, for I knew 
that the real big girls had avoided me 
so far. Inside, I accepted the fact that 
they would soon once again turn to 
their abundant natural food sources 
and become far harder to catch, which 
would spell the end of my little winter 
campaign. 
 Baiting up that evening was 
somewhat strange. The swans were 
enticed by my spomb (needless to say, 
to my annoyance) and they’d huddle 
around the spots in wait, like flies 
around cow-pats with the majority 
just picking up the slow sinking food 
items. The larger males were feeding 
at their maximum depth and it sent 
a shiver down my spine – how do 
they reach so far?! The spomb was 
soon taken off and my lead attached, 
and after a few chucks my fears were 
confirmed - the weed was already 
back, albeit not en masse but growing 
faster than I’d like. There were a few 
fresh strands here and there with the 
occasional clump snagging my lead 
tightly. “Bloody weed!” I cursed as I 
pulled free from another patch. 
 Now, take note readers 
because with the weed comes 
natural food and in this particular 
lake (like most Irish and Northern 
Irish waters, in fairness) the naturals 
are the dominant food source, and 
that food source is 80% snails. They 
are not the large “apple-type” (Pond 
snails) but the little small ones that 
infest like swarms of mosquito’s. This 

is partly the reason why Swanhole 
has the reputation for being such a 
ball-breaker of a lake to fish, with its 
high levels of natural food and cotton 
wool algae (known by many anglers 
as blanket weed), the latter we will 
discuss later. The fresh weed growth 
and rapidly growing snail population 
would make it almost impossible 
for me to keep the carp dependant 
on my maggots, so it was all clearly 
going to end very soon. So, as a final 
act I set aside three nights in early 
March which would take me up to the 
Northern Ireland Carp Anglers Society 
AGM and into what is my busiest time 
of year as Chairman and general dogs 
body.

I moped about the house leading 
up to this final session feeling rather 
sorry for myself. Firstly, the weed for 
which the lake is famed was back with 
a vengeance, along with the glut of 
snails and secondly, I had trench foot! 
How do you get trench foot? Well, it 
would be fair to say that I’d spent that 
last three months or so with slightly 
diminished levels of personal hygiene 
on the bank which, rest assured, 
really turned the bride on! The little 
side-remarks like “you smell like a 
decomposing maggot, use soap ya 
smelly fecker” or my sons personal 
favourite “the dingleberries on your 
ass look like autumn conkers, knock 
‘em of for frig sake!”. If I am honest, 
the continual damp conditions had 
caused my toenail to become infected 
and a fungal infection had taken hold. 
Although not usually one to complain 
about ailments, it was killing me and 
I had a toe the size of a midgets penis 
and believe me it was very, very sore. 
The glamorous side of carp angling!
 Come Thursday night (March 
16th) I set off down the trail like a 
geriatric on smack, wobbling from 
one edge of the track to the other and 

muttering a few obscenities along the 
way as the pain shot up from my toe, 
through the crack in my ass and on 
into my head. Nonetheless, I persisted 
to what was now my second home, 
the Swampy swim. I’m not going to 
bore you with the usual “I had one 
that night, two the next” and so forth, 
as that’s exactly what I promised not 
to do in this short series. Instead, I’ll 
tell you that my instincts turned out 
to be correct. In all I had five carp to 
low doubles, two on maggots and 
three on Mainline’s Hybrid dumbell 
hookbaits. The maggot fest was 
over and my realisation was further 
supported on the Sunday morning 
when I witnessed the carp showing 
in four or five different locations 
around the lake. They had surely now 
descended to their spring haunts and 
with that my chances of any more big 
winter hits diminished. 
 So, the bit you all no doubt 
want to hear (and just in time for your 
very own winter campaign) is how 
I really did it, what were those little 
edges that made all the difference… 
I’ve deliberately glanced over them 
so far in my writings on Swanhole as 
I always intended on letting you see 
what can be done before divulging 
the details, so let’s now look more in-
depth, starting with location.           >>

The last hurrah

THE FRESH WEED GROWTH AND RAPIDLY 
GROWING SNAIL POPULATION WOULD MAKE IT 
ALMOST IMPOSSIBLE FOR ME TO KEEP THE CARP 
DEPENDANT ON MY MAGGOTS, SO IT WAS ALL 
CLEARLY GOING TO END VERY SOON
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Feature finding leads are a huge help

On choosing the location I was very 
open and honest. Sure the wind 
direction, amount of shelter from 
the storms and the most productive 
‘known areas’ all played a part on 
where I picked to bait and fish. It’s a 
fact that most carpers are generally 
lazier that teenagers, and in the 
beginning when choosing my swims 
I also considered how hard it would 
be for other anglers to get their 
equipment to the swim. Yip, most 
anglers are lazy and with the Swampy 
swim you have to be willing to carry 
your equipment up and down a hill 
for 50m in each direction. The others 
were farthest from the car park so 
with that in mind I knew that I would 
have a much better chance of getting 
on with my own thing in those areas.

So we covered this, yes? Or did we! 
Well, we did but not with any detail 
on which leads I used, how do I feel 
the lead in, what line and in what 
sequence do I cast... 
 In terms of leads, I use a 
modified Breakaway sea lead, with 
the metal grips cut back to about ¾ 
inch long which are then taped up 
so they can’t open. A number of carp 
tackle suppliers now do something 
similar. All I can say is get on them! 
The little wire protrusions help to 
gather the strands of weed, chod, 
even bloodworm and this will no 
doubt enhance your understanding of 
what is on the bottom where you are 
casting, and help you better decide 
where to fish. Couple this with a 
braided mainline (no stretch) and you 

will be able to feel almost every little 
contour on the lakebed, provided you 
do it correctly. 
 I watch so many anglers 
make the same mistake over and over 
again; you can’t just crash the lead 
out there and hope you’re going to 
feel the lead touch down - you’re not. 
In the simplest terms possible, cast as 
normal, make sure you follow the lead 
with the rod tip until the rod is at the 
11 o’clock position. Then, when the 
lead is reaching its target, feather the 
lead’s speed by lightly touching 
the spool and feathering the 
braid (make sure you 
have a finger stall on 
with braid!). When 
the lead touches 
the water’s 
surface trap the 
braid and feel for the lead 

bending the rod tip and pulling it 
forward. As the rod reaches the point 
of over-extension begin to slowly 
“follow through” and lower the rod to 
feel the lead touch the lakebed. If you 
don’t feel the lead down it will spring 
back and you’ll feel nothing but thin 
air, plus you’ll look a right twat to 
those that know how to feel the lead 
down!

Now, unless you have a memory like 
an elephant (which I don’t) it would 
be prudent to write down everything 
you do and find out about your 
water(s) in a journal. My own little red 
book has proved invaluable time and 
time again. It’s amazing the important 
little details you completely forget 
in time, even when you think you 
haven’t! Make sure you also jot down 
the date so that you can compare 
notes from different seasons as this 
will allow you to understand the 
carp’s seasonal characteristics and 
their preferred locations.                 >>

... I WITNESSED THE CARP SHOWING IN FOUR OR 
FIVE DIFFERENT LOCATIONS AROUND THE LAKE. 
THEY HAD SURELY NOW DESCENDED TO THEIR 
SPRING HAUNTS AND WITH THAT MY CHANCES 
OF ANY MORE BIG WINTER HITS DIMINISHED. 

A beautiful, sparsely-scaled March mirrorA cracking fish from my last trip of the spring, falling to boilies and not maggots...
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Location, location... Leading about...

Write it all down...

It wouldn’t be long before the lake resembled a field again...
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The business end...
I suppose most carp anglers believe 
that the rig or bait is the most 
important piece of the puzzle. Well, I 
personally don’t. That’s my opinion 
and I’m sticking to it! However, as an 
engineer I realise that the mechanics 
of a rig must be effective in its 
environment as this will ultimately 
dictate its effectiveness. This is never 
truer than with self-hooking rigs. 
So, let’s break down the particular 
scenario that I was fishing and the 
environment that my rig would be 
subjected to;

• TURBID (COLOURED) WATER 
• BIRD LIFE
• LOW LYING WEED
• SILT COVERING HARDER PATCHES
• RIG SHY CARP
• MID-RANGE, 65–90 YARDS
• LIVE MAGGOTS, AS BAIT AND 

LOOSE-FEED

Maggots - they move, not just 
themselves but also the rig on the lake 
bed. This is an issue as it causes hairs 
to tangle, hooks to become masked 
and hooklinks to stand off the bottom, 
ruining presentation. They also bury 
themselves in silt, birds love them just 

as much as the carp and last, but not 
least, they vary in natural density and 
buoyancy!

So with all this in mind - the maggot’s 
wriggling action, birds picking it up, 
silt etc. - I came up with this rig below. 
Of course, like much in fishing, it’s 
nothing new and I have definitely 
seen it in the carp tabloids elsewhere 
but I’m pretty sure it’s never been 
explained to you like this?!

I choose a heavy coated braid hooklink 
material. Why? Because I want it pinned to 
the deck after the cast and when disturbed by 

feeding fish. Cut 25cm of hooklink material and 
tie on a size 6 curve shank hook using a simple 
knotless knot. Cut the hair tag-end off and tag/
blob down with a lighter to prevent the whipping 
knot slipping in the absence of a traditional hair.

Take a micro rig swivel or ring and thread 
it onto the hook followed by a hook bead. 
Take note of the position of the hook bead, 

it’s further down towards the eye than normal. 
This is to keep the maggots away from the hook 
point and to prevent them turning the hook over 
into an unnatural position (I learned this the 
hard way!)

Next step is to thread a section of rig foam 
onto the micro ring swivel. A little tip here 
is to use a knot puller or baiting needle to 

create a hole in the foam. It’ll make it easier to 
thread on.

Almost there… So, unlike most I don’t really 
use anti-tangle sleeves. You can if you so 
wish but I prefer to attach my hooklink to my 

swivel via a large loop. This makes changing 
hooklinks very quick and easy and the large, 
doubled-over loop acts as a stiff boom which 
naturally prevents tangles anyway. Simples! 

Thread twenty or so maggots (or as many as 
you like really!) onto some bait/dental floss 
using a fine needle. Sewing needles are best 

for this. Then tie them onto the micro swivel. 
Note the position of the foam; it’s pushed high up 
the hook swivel and not flush with the bottom of 
the swivel. This is to create separation between 
the hook and the maggots, as this will allow the 
maggots to rotate without twisting the hook. 

1

2

3

4

5

Hook bead

Size 6 curve 
shank hook

Micro rig swivel 
or rig ring

Outer coating 
stripped back 1”

Rig foam threaded 
onto rig swivel

20-25cm 25lb coated braid

Figure of 8 
loop knot

Hooklink looped on 
to create stiff boom

20 maggots 
threaded 
onto floss

Alex’s maggot rig
AN EFFECTIVE RIG FOR FISHING BALANCED (NOT POPPED UP) MAGGOTS THIS WINTER
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OKAY, SO I DIDN’T GET THE 
MONSTER I WANTED BUT I DID 
MANAGE TO MAKE A BIG DENT IN 
THE LAKES CARP POPULATION, 
SOMETHING THAT NOBODY 
ELSE HAS EVER DONE IN SUCH A 
SHORT PERIOD OF TIME

For more information on NICAS 
membership & their carp waters 
please click the logo below
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One more tip here and that’s maggot 
density. I want the maggots to sit just 
off the bottom, balanced. This way 
they can’t bury themselves in the silt 
or manoeuvre themselves under weed 
or bottom debris. So the red foam 
(could be any colour you choose, of 
course) provides some buoyancy but 
not enough to create a balanced rig, 
at least not with my favoured ball of 
20 maggots. The hook lies flat on the 
lakebed. So, how did I get the extra 

buoyancy? Sparkling spring water, 
that’s how! You could use bigger and 
bigger pieces of foam or even cork but 
it all starts to get a wee bit bulky and 
clumsy looking. When added to half 
a pint of wrigglers for a few hours the 
carbonated gas (which makes drinks 
fizzy) is absorbed by the maggots, 
making them buoyant! If you carefully 
thread the gassy maggots onto the 
needle at a ratio of 75/25% you will 
get the perfect rig, I find.
 Due to the range that I was 
fishing during last season’s winter 

campaign (65-90 yards), and the 
fact that the bottom was made up 
of silt and weed, I wanted to ensure 
that my rig remained tangle free and 
rested perfectly on the debris on the 
lake bed, so I utilised a helicopter 
rig. Nothing revolutionary there, it’s 
made for situations like this. I also 
wanted to be sure that the leader (I 
use leadcore mostly) was on the deck 
as the water was turbid and the carp 
would be using their sense of “touch” 
to discover the wrigglers, not their 
eyes.
 The rest, as they say, is 
history. I proved to myself that I still 
have what it takes to outwit even the 
most rig shy carp. Okay, so I didn’t get 
the monster I wanted (though I did 
land that awesome 18lb+ common!) 
but I did manage to make a big dent in 
the lakes carp population, something 
that nobody else has ever done 
in such a short period of time. So 
naturally I’m quite proud and pleased 
with my results. The months since 
my winter campaign have been full 
of highs and lows, with a new, very 
demanding job, three thirty pound 
commons in a five night trip and the 
loss of a dear friend. Perhaps I’ll share 
this sometime. Later readers, thanks 
for reading.

Tight lines for the colder months 
ahead.

Alex Chew

Gassy maggots...

No monsters for me but who can complain about fish like this?

One of 3 x 30lb+ English commons 
in one trip this summer

http://www.ni-carp.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/etleadz/
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Club & fishery signage
Vehicle & shop signwriting
Display banners
Interior & exterior signs
Fliers & business cards
Custom fishing labels & stickers

Phone: Mick 087-284 1196

Email: signmanplusmail@gmail.com

We are a long-established family-run business who work tirelessly and constantly, 
striving to innovate and deliver a strong, customer focused product with a keen eye 
to quality, cost effectiveness, support & design.

Est. 1986

FOR 10% DISCOUNT QUOTE “OFF THE SCALE”

and much, much more!

FROM 
JUST 
€38!

https://www.facebook.com/signmanplus/?fref=ts
https://www.google.ie/maps/@53.164466,-7.1951268,230m/data=!3m1!1e3
https://twitter.com/signmanplus
http://signmanplus.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1908226146121624/
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Howto

with Alan Walsh

Drop shotting really is a fantastic method for perch and comes into its own in winter when the 
water temperatures are at their coldest. This is because you can fish your bait, whatever it 
may be, very slowly, almost without movement in front of a fish’s nose and encourage it to 

strike! The most important things involved with drop shotting in my book are 1) the hook, 2) the 
weight, 3) line, 4) lure choice and 5) the rod and reel. 
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Hook size shape and weight is very important. 
You should use a lightweight, out-turned eye, 
wide gape hook which will help it sit at right 
angle on the line. The wide gape will ensure a 
good hooking rate! Size 4 and 6 would normally 
cover most of my fishing and both Drennan 
and VMC make great patterns. For smaller lures 
Kamasan B983s in size 8 to 12 are perfect.

For lure or bait choice I would recommend you 
find a handful of lures in different colours and 
sizes that work for you in the conditions and 
venues you fish. The general rule is that you use 
natural colours in clear water and the more 
colour the canal or river is carrying the brighter 
your baits should be, like maybe pinks and lime 
greens. White is a good colour in all conditions. 
It’s always a good idea to try out new lures on an 
easy venue so you can gauge the best way to 
use them and to give you some confidence!

As with most fishing, I would advise that you 
buy the best rod and reel you can afford but 
remember the most important thing is that the 
rod and reel are well balanced as a few hours 
holding the rod drop shotting can be very tiring! 
I think a 7ft 1-9gram rod paired with a 1000-2500 
sized reel is about right!

I like to use the lightest drop shot weight I can get 
away with. I always start with 3g and will go up to 
5g if needed, depending on wind or flow. On a 
deeper, wide river you might need to go to 10g. 
I tend to use the pencil shaped leads in warmer, 
weedier water and the ball/pearl shaped with 
flat bottoms in colder, less weedy conditions. You 
can feel your swim and bites better with this latter 
shape but they do snag a little more.

My line choice would simply be 6lb fluorocarbon 
hook lengths and at least 8lb braided mainline. 
On a bigger, snaggier river I may use 8lb fluoro 
and 10-12lb braid

  FISH THE DROP SHOT FOR PERCH

DROP SHOTTING FOR PERCH

6-8LB 
FLUOROCARBON 

LEADER

8-12LB BRAIDED 
MAINLINE

3-5g DROP 
SHOT WEIGHT

Size 4 Drennan 
or VMC hook

Soft plastic bait 
or live worm

Palomar 
knot

Double grinner 
or loop-to-loop 
knot to join

Our How to section helps you to catch more 
fish! Hints and tips, tricks and edges for 
game, coarse and sea anglers. 

Want us to feature something in particular? 
Then just get in touch on social media or drop 
us an email at editor@offthescaleangling.ie 
and let us know!

LEARN IT DO IT FISH IT CATCH IT!
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Howto

with Peter Driver

Blobs are one of those things in fly fishing that really divides opinion; some love them and use 
them frequently, some hate them and refuse to use them at all! However, there can be no 
doubting their effectiveness, especially on stocked trout fisheries and, where allowed, they can 

catch you an awful lot of fish. There are a number of ways to fish blobs but here I detail fishing them 
“top-down” and “bottom-up”.
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You can suspend blobs at a chosen depth 
using either an indicator /bung or, if fishery 
rules don’t allow these, a bung fly. Bung flies 
are simple patterns tied with buoyant, visible 
materials and dubbing that will hold up one 
or more blob (or other) flies. The application 
of some Watershed to your bung fly will 
make it float endlessly.

Blobs can also be tied with some foam 
incorporated making them “floating-arsed 
blobs” or FABs. This allows you to fish them 
near the surface or even better fish them 
from the bottom, up.

Fishing “bottom-up” requires only a very short 
leader on the end of a Di3-7 sinking line. The 
FAB naturally rises in the water to the length 
of the leader (usually start at 2ft) on a slack 
line but will dive back down to the lakebed 
when you retrieve it. 

Fishing blobs “bottom-up” makes them very 
visible and attractive to passing trout. Usually 
they are best fished as slow as possible but 
sometimes a short, sharp figure-of-eight 
retrieve can score well. This makes the FAB 
almost hop along the bottom.

A common problem with using various types 
of indicators or bungs is that the trout will often 
try and take them! Using a dedicated bung fly 
instead means you can hook these fish!

“Bunging” as it is called, allows you to fish blobs 
(or other flies) static if the fish aren’t in the mood 
for chasing your flies, or to slowly retrieve your fly 
back towards you, making it very versatile. As 
with any method, fishing “top-down” like this is 
all about finding that correct depth, though...

  FISH WITH BLOB FLIES FOR STOCKED TROUT

TOP-DOWN & BOTTOM UP BLOB’S

FLOATING FLY LINE

DI3, 5 OR 7 FLY LINE

LEADER

SHORT 2FT 
LEADER

Blob suspended by 
bung or bung fly

Bung fly or 
indicator

FAB fly

Our How to section helps you to catch more 
fish! Hints and tips, tricks and edges for 
game, coarse and sea anglers. 

Want us to feature something in particular? 
Then just get in touch on social media or drop 
us an email at editor@offthescaleangling.ie 
and let us know!

LEARN IT DO IT FISH IT CATCH IT!
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Howto

  TIE A LIGHT 3-HOOK FLAPPER FOR BEACHES

This is just a basic 3-hook flapper rig but is simply scaled down to fish for bites, primarily when 
fishing from surf beaches. Mainly you are targeting small fish, like flounder and schoolie bass, 
and so the hooks do not need to be oversized and the snoods do not need to be overly heavy. 

Match your rigs to the species and size of fish and you will get a lot more bites - simple as that!

Our How to section helps you to catch more 
fish! Hints and tips, tricks and edges for 
game, coarse and sea anglers. 

Want us to feature something in particular? 
Then just get in touch on social media or drop 
us an email at editor@offthescaleangling.ie 
and let us know!
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I often use bucket leads, like those from 
Turkana, when fishing off the beaches. Unlike 
typical grip leads, buckets allow the rig to 
roll around a little in the surf and cover more 
ground. Usually some movement in your bait 
is a good thing, attracting fish. They also grip 
well when you want them to

Use some form of bead either side of the 
micro-swivel to neaten everything up and 
prevent the snood swivel possibly sticking 
and not rotating properly.  This will lead to 
tangles and poor presentation.

A lot of sea anglers are afraid to drop the 
size of their hooks - don’t be! If you are fishing 
for small fish with small baits (like lugworm) 
then there is no reason to use great big 
hooks! Sometimes a degree of finesse is 
required to catch consistently.

The use of clips on the top and bottom of 
your trace body/leader allows you to quickly 
change not only your lead but also your 
entire rig. This means you can have other rigs 
already baited, waiting to be attached for 
when you reel in. This maximises fishing time 
and will definitely get you more bites.

Using something like 8lb fluorocarbon might 
sound way too light for sea fishing but when you 
are only targeting small fish it isn’t at all. Lighter 
snoods offer much better presentation and 
definitely gets you more bites.

20LB GORILLA 
FLUORO 

TRACE BODY

8LB FLUOROCARBON 
SNOODS

BUCKET OR 
GRIP LEAD

Conti’ clip

Micro-swivel

Sequin

Bait stop to stop 
bait sliding up

Overhand knots

Buffer beads

Size 6-1 
longshank 
hook

“LIGHT SURF” FLAPPER

When fishing for larger fish I would rather use 
crimps to lock the snoods in place but for small 
fish it is OK and easier to tie overhand knots in 
your trace body. Although tying knots weakens 
the 20lb body, it isn’t really an issue when fishing 
for smaller species.

LEARN IT DO IT FISH IT CATCH IT!

with Chris O’ Sullivan
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What is causing wild trout stocks to 
decline on the Western lakes?

Food FOR thought ...
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Thanks for reading...
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